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The Fmpzobement of ~

HUMAN REASON,
Exhibited in the LIFE of

Ha: Ebn Yokdban :
Written in Arabick above 500 Years
ago, by Abu Jaafar Ebn Tophail.

In which is demonftrated,

By what Methods one 'may, by the meer
“Light of Nature,atrain the Knowledg
of things PaturalandSupernatural;

* more particularly theKnowledg of Gop,| -
. and the Affairs of another Life.

" Illuftrated with proper F1 GU RES.

‘Newly Tranflated from the Original Arabick,
by SIMON OCKLEY, A. M. Vicar of
Swavefey in Cambridgfhire.

With an APPENDIX,

| 1n which the Poffibility of Man’s attain-
ing the True Knowledg of GOD, and
Things neceflary to Salvation, without

Fugructton, is bEﬂy confider’d.

JLONDON: Printed and Sold by Edm. Pewel in
Black-friars, and F. Morpbew neas Ssasioners-bal.1708.
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The Dedication.

no fitter Begrer than Hai Ebn
Yokdhan, with whofe Charater
and Langusge you are fo well
acquginiedy qud. ;o ?P”MJK! have
dgng. ag0 Jhowep [q greata gfpe&
shas™ 1 have g reafon o Jear bus
bg mIl bfg mlcm o

Your m# Huméig Sekmm,
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In few Days- will be pablifpd, . -
HE Conqueft  of. Syrsa,  Perfia,
] and Agyps, by the Saracens. Con-
taining the Lives of Abubeker ,” Omar,
and Othman. The immediate Succeflors
of Muhomes. Illuftrating the Religi-
on, Rites, Cuftoms, and manner of Liv-
ing of that Warlike People. Alfo an
Account of their moft remarkable Battels,
Sieges ; parficularly thofe of Aleppo, Anti-
och, Damafcus, Alexandria, and Ferafalem.
Colle@ed from the moft Authentick Ars-
bick Authors ; efpecially Manuferipts, not
hitherto publifh’d in any European Lan-

guage.. By Simon Ockley,s M. A. and Vi-
car of Sawvefey in Cambridg(bire. :
Sold by R. Kpaplock.in St. Paul’s Church-

~ yard. F. Sprimt in Little Britain, B. Lin-

totin Fleet-ffreet. R. Smithin Cornhill, and
J. Rourd in Exchange- Aley. o
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PREFACE

* this Arabick Author thh his
. accurate Latis Verfion,

167 :; Dr Pogocke his, Father, that late emi-
. pent Profeflor of theOriental Languages in

the - Umvorﬁty of Oxford, prefix'd a: Pre-

face to it; in which he tells us, thathe has -

Reafon to think, that this Author
g'aosd oomem ith dverroes, who died

vzryanacnt.m the carof the Hegjra 595,

is emnculcnt with the 1198th Year
‘of our Lord; to wlm:h Account,

the Author hv’d fom abovc fivehun- -

dred Years ago.
’ki’ ’depan, as appears from one or
tWO

4nthstoo "He wrotefome -

%:ds wces,L which .are not come to our
This has been very well reccnv’d

:,utheEa& one Argument of which ’is,

been .Mocs"
Aﬂ‘muhﬂ mﬂmdbyR l‘é

L e



?REFACE

Narbonenfis into-Hebrew , and illuftrated
~ with 4_Jarge Commentary, The Defign
of the Author is to-thew, how:Human
Cipacity, unaffifted by any ExternatHelp,
may, by due Application’, attain to the
. Knowledge of Natural Things, and fo by
Degrees find out’its” Dtpendance upon 2 -
Superior chtgin the Immortality of the
Soul, and ll things néceffary to: alvamon.
« How well e has Gcceeded i $his ™
tempt, Ileave to the Reader to judge. ’
certain, that he wasa Man of Parfs arid ve-
ry-good Learning, confi nn%iﬁe ‘(\
1ivdin, "afid'the way 6f ftudy i
“I‘xmea “There aré la. %feat fhan %{
“Strodlis'in it ah&Pddti t not Buf

ous Readcr w | hxs Accbuﬁt fn

:1\‘

‘b&c‘aufe | Was mfbﬂi’;’ - ie-had

«dore’ t\vlt:e alres g oilee b i Br. Afl

 Hnochbrnime by th ,Q}ﬁmn’whbifn ard
thdt tHere was fbmét in if thiad

-ed their Enthufiaftick Nonbhs* Howbvqt

. taking it.for granted,. that both ;Bbfe
an{lstions: Were fiot made dut of ‘the

‘Original Arabick, Biit out, of the wwgg -

Rbe-Guemtion’ bue they Had' |
‘?ﬂ.‘@, 2?‘},3 lA' of iff ngmﬂs' places.’

| that 4 greds mahy of o
S ot b 4 e obnge, -,%




PREFACE.

other Perfons whom I would willingly in<

cline toa fidre Tavourable O iniort of Ara-

bick Imrmn  had n gt feen this Book; and

withl, hop ght add fe

by w&y bf Ahnbtatxbh or Appeml whic
tild Hot Be altogether ufelefs ; Tat la&

vennir’d to tranflate it a-mew.

-1 ‘Bave htre and there added a Not:e,
ln which thére is an acéount given of fome
gitat Man, fonie Cuftom of the Maho-

métads: explam’d or fomeching of that
Nattire, Which - T hopeé will not be unac-
ceprable. - And left any Perfon fhould,
thréuph thiftakee, “makedny ill vfe of it, |
havie -fubjoin’d an - Appendis , - the Deﬁgn.

: -dﬁwlndxmbkéasder may fee mitsmer
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The Bookfcller to the Ruder. .

Hm I fir, E/P wndertook the Pablication
of this Englifb Franflation, I thought
it would not he amt; to prefent the World mth
S ecimen of it firfi. But fimce .the Intro-
s is jaub the the ‘Reader can no
more by it give & Guefs at what is comtain’d in
the Book ztff tlmumet judge of his En-
serstainment by [eeing -the Cloatb ; I bave
thought it nece(fary togwe him s B:ﬂof Fare. -
De # of the Author (who was & Mabo-
moet an Plulof £ ) is 80 fbew bow Humane Res-.
Jon may, b0 ervation ond ence, arvive
& sheKpomledge of NetarslThings, snd rm
tfmxz fo Supernatuval ; particularly the
ledge of God and & Future State, And is m'def
16 this be fuppofes a Perfon brought up by him.
Jelf, where - he was altogether deflitute of amy
Infirattion, but what be could get from hic owm
Obfervdtion,
He lays the Seene in Jome Fortunate Ifland,
fituate under the Equinoitial, where he fnz'.‘
[es this Philofopher, either--to - lave been
(according to Avicen’s J;mtbe s, who ml—
cesv'd a Poffibility of & Mun’s form’d by
the Influence of tbe letx wpon I%tmr rightly
. :?o d) without either Father ar Mother 5 or
Ja

expos’d in his Infancy, and rowdnmd{y
ckled by 4 Rog, Not thas our Author believ'd
%) [uch mqmr 64: only baving defign’d to
Ot~

-_——e—- w RSN “‘-—;«i




- The Bookféllet- to the Reader
‘ooMtrive s comvenient place for his Philofophey,
[0 4 20 learve bim 1o Reafon by himf[elf, and make
bis Obfervasions withous axy Guide. In whith
-Relation, he | o’Y' es botb tbeﬁ ways, wirbm
~fpeaking -ome in favour of either.- -~

Then be_ [bews bwlut Steps axd Degrees he
-advanc’d in the Kpowlédge of Natursl Thirgs,
-‘tslathj}lu tmvdtln eceffity - of weckmow-

ledging an Infinite, Eternal, Wife Creator, and
o the - Immaseriality and Tmorsality of is
. oivm Souly and that its Happinefs confified only
is & comivued emjn»ﬂw» with b /ipnm :

"
Master of this Book is cmm " and' full
{t sfeful Theorems ; he makes df s of the
eripatetick Plnlq/' pb], mlmb be feems to have
well underfood ; it muft be confe[s’d mieell
shas when be m:m to talk of the Unmion wit
Gal, &c. (s in'the Introduction). there are
) Ens -Notvows, whick-ure - par-
mvlar{y confider’d and rq’}md by the Editor

in bis Appendix. :
M«ﬁ’ﬁtﬁgx in publifbing this Tranflation,

wat to are. & yet unacquainted
withit, a T«ﬁhf the Acumen «»d Genius of
© she Arabian Phsofophers, andte excite

 Scholers 50 she resing of thafe Aushors, which,

shrough & groundlefs Comeeit of their Inpm.

mence and ance, bave been 200 U -
i, Sty e

e cavecm cam—

And
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; with {0 mgech. E:m’&&s& 3.6 ¢ Aapo thae it
will wot he. altogerlgx @naciipiablete the, on-
- Yious Rudﬂr 1q fovow bt the frgt gﬂkwwmg
MM&  Arghs, five kundred Xeuns finas.
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Ay ?dapbar Ebn Taphail’s
INTRODUCTION
’ To the LIIsfiof ,

 H¥ Ebn Yokdbari.

* In the Name of the moft Merciful A-G.od.“
Lessep bethe Almighty and Eter-

4 ) nal, the Infinitely Wife and Merci-
ful God, + who hath taught us the Ufe of the

- Pen} who out, of his. great Goodnefs to

* In the Name, &c.j This is the ufiial Form wish wbith the

- Mahometans begin all sheir Wrisings, Books 4id Epiftles. E*

Dery Chapter in the Alcoran begnis [o.. and-all their Autbers
bave followed this way ever finge. The Eaftern Chriftians, to di«
finguifh themfelves from the Mahometans, begin their Writings
with Bifmi'labi Wa’libiri, ¢0%¢. In the Name of the Father,
aod of theSon, and of the Holy Ghoft, One God : and o deo
she Fthiopians. We bere in England obferve fomething like
this'in Wills, where the ufual Form is, In the Name ot God,

- Amen, - . .
1 Thefe words, [Who hath ta'i(:{ght us the Ufe of the Pen 3

© who hath taught Man what he di
. of the XCVI, Chapter of the Alcoran, accordirg to shofe Edisi-

d ot know,) are taken ous

ons of it which are now in nfe : but Joannes Andreas Maurus,
(who was Alfaqui, or chicf Doitor of the Moors in Sciatinia,in
the Kingdom of Valentia in Spain, and afterwards éonverted 19
she Ghriftian Religion in the Tear of our Lord 1487.) [dys, thes
4t is the firfs Chapter that wag writsen of all she Alcoran,. Bus
be that how it will, we may from bence, and infinis¢ other places,
obferve the firange way which thefe Eaftern Writers bave of Quo-
sing the Alcoran; for shey intermix thofe Expréffions which they
takeous of is with their, own words, withons giving the Reader
the leaft Nwice or Hins whence shey had shem, or where to find

them,
” A - Mdn-



> Abu Jaaphar Ebn Tophail’s
Mankind, has made him underfiand Things
which he did not know. I praife him for his
excellent Gifts, and give him thanks for
his continu’d Benefits, * and I teftify that
there is but One God, and that he has no
Partner; 4 and that M AHOME T is his
?ervant and Apoftle, endu’d with an excel-
lent Spirit, and Mafter of convincing De-
“monftration, and a vi€torious Sword: the
Blefling of God be upon him, and his Com-
- panions, (Men of great Thoughts, and vaft

- - Underftandings,) and upon aﬁ his Follow-

ers, to the End of the World.
You ask’d me, Dear Friend, (God pre-
Aerve you for ever, and make you "Parta-

- ker of everlafting Happinefs) to commu-

nicate to you what I knew concerningthe

. Myfteries of the Eaftern Philofophy, men-

tion’d by. the || Learned Avicenss: Now

* you muft underftand, that whoever defigns

* And I teftity, &*c.] After be bad tefified the Unity of the

" Godbead, be immediasely adds La Sharica Leho, That he has
- no Partner. Thefe words frequensly ocgur in the Alcoran, dnd

are particularlylevell’'d againid she Chriflians, which Mahomet
frequently calls Mufhricoun, i.e. Affociantes, Joyning Part-
ners with God, becanfe they acknowledge the Divinity of our

. Bleffed Saviour.

t The whole Mahometan Creed confiffs only of thefe two Ay-

* ticles. 1. There is no God but God, (i.e. There is but One

God) and 2. Mahomet is his Apoftle .4 very fhort Creed, bur
their Explications of it, make amends for its fhovenefs. The Rea-
der may [ee 3 Paraphrafe of it out of Algazali, in Dr. Pocock’s

_ Specimen Hiftoriz Arabum. p. 274.

Il The Learned Avicenna) This great Manus borm in Ros
chara, « City famous for she Birth of & greas many very-Learhed

to




INTRODUCTION 3

. .toattain toa clear and diftin Knowledge,
muift be diligent in the fearch of it. In-
deed -your requeft gave me a noble turn of
Thought, and brought me to the under-
ftanding of what X never knew before; nay,
it advanc’d me to fuch an elevation, as no
Tongue, how cloquent foever; is able to
exprefs; and the reafon is, becaufe ’tis of
a quite different nature and kind from the
Things of this World ; only this there is
-1 it, that whoever has attain’d to any de-
-gree of it, is fo mightily affeCted with Joy

Men; it lyes in 96 Degrees, and §o Minuies of Longitude,reckon.
* dng from the Fortunase Iflands, and 39 Degrees and 50 Minutes
of Norsbern Lasitude, A pleafans place, and full of good Build-
ings, baving without the City a great manyFields and Gardens,
round - aboics which there is & gréas Wall of X1l Parafange, or
36 Miles long, which encompafles both the Fields and the City.
Abulphed. Golius's Noses spon Alferganus. Thus much com~
terning she Place of Bis Nativity; he was born in she Tear of
she Hegira 37q. which is abous the 930 Year of Chri@. He was
indeed 4 prodigious Scholar ; be bad learw'd the Alcoran, end
 wiswell initiaseinto Human Learning before be wasTen yeats
old ; then be fudicd Logick and Arithmetick,and read overEuclid
without any belp, only bis Mafter foow’d bim bow to demonfirate
the firft five or fix Propoficions ; Then be vead Ptolemy’s Alma-
_geft, and afserwards & great many Meédicinal Books; and 4
this before be was fxteen years old. He was not only agreas Phi-
lofopber and Phyfician, bns an excellent Philologer and Poes. A-
mongft osher of bis Learned Works, be nrote an Arabick Lexicon ;
bus isis loft.  Befides allthis, be was a Vigier, and met with
& greas many Troubles, which nevershele(s did nos abate bis inde-
fasigable Indufry. The Soldiers once musiny'd, and broke open
. bis Houfe, and carry’d bim to Prifon, and would fain bave per-
* fwaded the §ultan Shemfoddaulah ro have put bim 10 Death ,
* wbich be refufing, was forc'd to Banifb bim.. After & Life [per#
- §n Study and Tvoubles,baving wristen more Learned Books than be
" 1iv'd Tears, be died, Aged 58 Tears. '

A2 | Plea-’ »

-



4  Abu Faaphar Ebn Tophails
Pleafore, and Exultation, that *is im-
poffible for him t6 conceéal his fenfe of it,
but he is forc”d to utter fome general Ex-
preflions, ‘fince lie cannot be particular.
Now if a Man, who has not beén- polifh’d -
by good Education, happens to attain £o
that ftate, he rans out into firange Expref-
fions, and fpeaks he knows not what; fo
that one of this fort of Men, when in-that -
ftate, cry’d out, * Praife be to me! How
~wonderful .am 1! Another faid, +1I am -
Truth! Another, That he was God. |} Abu

us'd bus when they (peak of God. .

. t1am Truth] or, I am the True God. For the Arabick
word Albikko [fignifies beth, and is very often us'd for oue of

the Names or Assvibuses of God. Kamus. Dr. Pocock. Speci-

man pag. 268., - , .

" |l Abu Hamed Algazili] has Abu Hamed Al'g'azi}i shougbt
concerning thofe Men who were fo wild-and Embufiaftick as to

ufe fuch extrayagant expreffions, appears plainly from shofe words

of bis quoted by Dr. Pocock in his Specimen. p-267. where be

fays, * People ran on to fuch a degree, (of madnefs you may
< be fure) as to pretend to an Union with God, and a fight
. of him without the interpofition of any Veil, and fami.
€ )iarly difcourfe with him. A4nd 4 litvle after, which fort

“ of Speeches have occalion’d great .mifchiefs among the

“ common People; fo that fome Country Fellows laying a-

¢ fide their Husbandry, have pretended to the farfie things +

.¢ for Men are naturally pleas’d with fuch difcourfes, as
¢ give them a liberty to negled their bufinefs, and with-

« al promife them purity of Mind,.and the attainment of

. ftrange degrees and proprieties. Now the moft fupid
. ¢ Wretches 1n Nature .may pretend to' this, and have in

¢ their Mouths fu-h falfe and deceitful expreffions. . And

.« if any one denies what they fay, they immediately tell

« you, that this Unbelief of yours proceeds from Learning

s ¢« and Logick: and that Learning is-a Feil, and Logick, La-
«_# bour ot the brain, but that thefe things which they af-

Hamed,

* Subblzéni,' Prai-fe-l;e to -m-e] Wﬁitb is a.n expreﬂioh sever

3




T

. % great deal of Mi

INTRODUCTION. s

[Hamed Algazili, when he had attain’d to
1t, exprefsd himfelf thus,

*Twas what it was, *tis not to be expre(5'd ;
Engquire no further, but conceive the beff. -

But he was a Man that had good Learning,

-and was well vers’d in. the Sciences. What

4 Avenpace fays at the end of Ms Dif-
courfe concerning the VN IO N, is
worth your Obferving; There he, fays
That *twill appedg plainly to any one that un-
derftands the defign of his Book, that that de-
gree is pot attginable by the means of thofe
Sciences which were then in ufe; but that he
artain’d to what he kuew, by besng altogether

“ firm, are difcovered 6nly inwaraly the by the Light of

.“ the TRHUTH. And this which they affirin, bas {pread

“ 4t felf througha ‘great many Couantyies, and produc'd a

chief. Thus far Algazili. How exafly
shis anfwers the wild extravagancies of our Enthufiafts, les
shemfelves Fudge. And withal I woyldbave them from bence
Jearn the Modefty ot so pretend to be sbe firft afser she Apoftles
who bad endesvour'd to turn Men from Darknefs toLIGHT,.
fince they [eé fo many worthy Berfons among she Mabomesany
gone before shem.

t Avenpace] This Author is ofsentimes quoted by the Name
of Ebn’ollayeg ; he-was accounted a Philojopher of greas inge-
wvuity end Fuggmenr. Maimonides,in bis Epiflle to R. Samuel
Aben Tybban, gives him a grear Charadter. Abu’l Hafen Alj,
who collefted all bis Works, and reduced jhem into One Volume,

‘prefers bim before all the Mabometan Pbilolophers whatfeever,
He was famous for his Poesvy as well &s Philoopby ; be died young,
being poifon’d ag Fez,.in the Tear of the Hegira 533. i.e. of
Chrifl, 1138, or 39. others in the Year s15. which anfwers 10

1131, Mefl of bis Works are imperfelt. See lor. Posocks Elen-
.chgs Scriptornmcprq‘r‘:c"d t0 the Arabick Edition of shis Book. -

3 “b-



6  Abu Faaphar Ebn Trophail's
- abftracted from any thing which he had been
acquainted with before;, and that he was fur-
nif’d with other Notions altogether indepen-
dent upon matter, and of too noble a nature
to be any way attributed to the Natural Life,
but were peculiar to. the BlefJed, and which
upon that account we may call Divine Pro-
prieties, which God (whofe Name be praisd)
bestows upon fuch of his Servamts as he

Pleafe:. o . .
Now this degree which shisAuthor men-~
“tions, is-attainable by Speculative Know-
ledge,(noris it to be doubted but that he had
reach’d it himfelf;) but not that which we
have juft now mention’d, which notwith-
ftanding is not fo much different from it in
kind asin degree: for in that which I men-
tion’d there are no Difcoveries made which
contradict thofe which this Author means;
but the difference confifts in this, viz. that
in our way there isa greater degree ofClear-
nefs and Perfpicuity than there is in the
other: for in this we apprehend things by
the help of fomething, which we cannot
p_roper}y calla Power ; norindeed will any
of thofe words, ‘which are either us'd in
commondifcourfe, or occur in the Writings
of the Learned, ferve to exprefs That, by
which this fort of Perception do’s appre-

hend. ‘ o

This degree, which I have alread!mqn-
tion’d, (and which perhaps I fhoul nlc:ver
' L have
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have had any tafte of, if your requeft had
not put me upon a farther fearch) is the
- very fame thing which Avicenna means,
. where he fays ; Then when a Man’s defires are
 r4is’d to a good pitch, and he is competently:
well exercis’d in thas way, there will appear to.
bim fome [mall glimmerings of the Truth, as.
3t were fiabes of Lightning, wvery delightful,
which juft [bine upon him, and then go out
Then the more he exercifes himfelf, the ofiner-
be’ll perceive *em, .till at laf} he'll become [o
well acquainted with them, thas they will oc-
cur to0 him [pontancoufl), without any exercife
4t all; and then, as [oon as he percesves any
thing, be applies himfelf to the Divine Ef
[ence, [0 as to retain [ome impreffion of it
then [omething occurs to him on a [udden,
whereby he begins to difcern the Truth in every

frough frequent exercife, be as laff

attains to & perfeit Tranquility ; and that
which us’d to 7}:&‘# to him only by fits and
Starts, becomes habitusl ; and that which was
only & glimmering before, a conitant Light;
aud he obtains a confbant and fleady K powledge,
Thus far Avicenna, Befides, he has given
an account of thofe feveral fteps- and de-
-grees by which a Man is brought to,this
rfe@ion; till his Soul is like a polifb’d
ooking-glafs, in which he beholds the
Truth: and then he fwims in pleafure, and
'r?'o}}]'ces exceedingly in his Mind, becaufe
of the impreflions of Truth which he per-
: A4 ' Celves
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" ceives init. 'When heis onceattain’d thus”

far, the next thing which employs him is,
that he fometimes looks towards Trath ,
. and fometimes towards himfelf; and thus
he fluétuates between both, till he retires
from himfelf wholly, and looks only to-

ward the Divine Effence; and if he do’s

at any time look towards his own Soul,
the only reafon is, becaufe that leoks to-
wards God ;and from thence arifes a perfet
Conjun&tion [with God.]. -~ -

And according to this manner which he
has defcrib’d, he da’s by no means allow
that this Taite is artain’d by way of Spe-
culation or Déduttion of Confequences.

And that you may the more clearly ap-

.. prehend the difference between the per-

ception of thefe fort of Men, and thofe
other; T fhall propofe you a familiar in=
ftance. Suppofe a Man born: Blind, but
of quick Parts, and -a good Capaciry, a

. tenacious Memory, and folid Judgment,
who'had liv’d in the place of his Nativity,.

till he had by the help of the reft of his
- Senfes, contrafted an acquaintance with a
great many -in the Neighbourhood, and
learn’d the feveral kinds of Animals, and
‘Things inanimate, and the Sgreets -and
‘Houfes of the Town,. fo as to go any
where about it without a Guide, and to
‘know fuch people as he met, and call
-them by ‘their names; and knew the

names -
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- names of * Colours, and the difference of

them by -their defcriptions and defini~
tions; and after he and learn’d all this,
fhould: have his Eyes open’d: Why, this-
Man, when he walk’d about the Town,
~'would find every: thing to be exallly a-
reeable to thofe notions which he had
efore.; and that Colours were fuch as
he had before conceiv’d them to be, by
thofe defcriptions he had receiv’d : ‘{o that
the difference between -his apprehenfions
when blind, and thofe which he would
have now his Eyes were opened, would
eonfift only in thefe two great Things,

~ one of which is a coffequent of the o-

ther, viz.a greater Clearnefs, and extream -
" Pelight. From whence ‘tis plain, that the
condition of thofe Contemplators, wha
have not .yet attain’d to the VNION
[with GOD] is exallly like that of the
Blind :Man; and the Notion which a
Blind Man has of:Colours, by their de-
fcription, anfwers to thofe things which
Avenpase {aid were of too noble 4 nature
to be any ways astributed to the Natural Life,
and, which God beflows upon Juch his Ser-
wants as he pleafes. Bur tne condition of
thofe who haveattain'd tathe VNJION,

o _.whom Ged has given that which

- T
* Tho’ this inflance will ferve so explain the meaning of tbe
ushot, yes 'tis very improper, becaufe tis usterly impoffible to
Ive @ Man shas is born Blind, she leaft notion or idea of
Lighs er Golonrs, . I
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Itold you could not be properly exprefs'd-
by t:hey word POWER, is tg;t'xi%mnd
State of the Blind-man cur'd. Take no-
tice by the way, that our Similitude is
not exallly applicable in- every cafe;
_ for there is very feldom any one found-
that is born with his Eyes open, that
¢an attain to thefe things without any
help of Contemplation. -
Now - (my Dear Friend) I do not
here, when I fpeak. of the Ideas of the
Contemplative, mean what they learn from
the Study of Phyficks; nor by thé no-
tions of thofe who have attain’d to the
UV NIO N, what they learn from the Stu-
- dy of Metaphyficks (for thefe two ways
of learning are vaftly different, and muft -
by no means be confounded.) But
what I mean by the Ideas of the
Costemplative is, what is attain’d by the
Study of Metaphyficks, of which kind is
that ‘which ‘Avespace underftood; and in
the apprehenfion of thefe things, this con.
dition is neceffarily requir'd , viz. that it
be manifeftly and clearly true; and then
there is a middle fort' of Speculation,
between that, and .thofe who have
attain'd o the UNION, who em-
ploy themfelves in thefe things with
greater perfpicuity and delight.

. Now
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Now Awvenpace blames all thofe that
make any mention of this pleafure which
is enjoy’d in the DV NION, befare the
Vulgar; befides he ‘faid, that it belong'd'

to the imaginative Faculty ; and promis'd

to write a Book ‘about it, in which he
defign’d to give an account of the whole
matter, and defcribe the condition of thofe
who were fo happy as to attain it clearly
and perfpicuoufly ; but we may anfwer
him with the Old Proverb, viz. Don’f
fay a thing is fweet before you tafte am't; for
he never was fo good as his word, nor
perform’d any thing like it. But ’tis pro-
bable that the reafon why he did not,

was either becaufe he was ftreightned for -

Time, being tak‘;n up with his Journ
. tq Wabran; or elfe, becaufe he was fenfi-
ble, that if he fhould undertake.to give
a defcription of that State, the Nature of
fuch a kind of Difcourfe, would unavoid-
ably have put him upon a neceffity of
ipeaking fome things, which would ‘ma-
nifeftly have reproach’d his own manner
of living, and contraditted thofe Princi-
ples which he himfelf had elfewhere laid
down; in which he encourages Men to
' heap up Riches, and propofes feveral
ways and means in order to the acquiring
them. ‘ o
We have in this Difcourfe (as neceffity
requir'd) difgrefsd fomething from the
' : main

T —— T T T e———
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main Defign of what you defird; it ap-
pears from what has been already faid
that you muft either mean, 1. ‘That
fhould defcribe to you, what they fee and
* tafte, who are fo happy as to ‘enjoy the
“ONTO0N, (whichis impoflible to be
defcribed as it really is; and when any
one goes about to exprefs.it, either
by Speech or Writing, he quite alters
the thing, and finks into the fpecula-
tive way. For when you once come tq
cloath it with Letters and Words, itcomes
nearer to the corporeal W?rld, and does
by no means remdin in the fame State that
it wasin before ; and the Significations of
thefe Words, which are ufed 1n the explain-
ing it, are quite alter’d; fo that it occa,
~ fionsa great many real Miftakes to fome,
and makes others believe, that they are -
miftaken, when indeed they are not;
and the reafon of this is, becaufe it is a -
thing of infinite Extent, comprehendi
all thingsinit felf, but not comprehended
by any.) . Or elfe the meaning of your Re- °
queft muft be this, that I-fhould fhew yoy
after what manner they procegd, who
give themfelves to Contemplation. And
this (my good Frierd) is a thing which is
capable of bcin% exprefs'd both by Speech
and Writing ; but ’tis as fcarce as old Gold,
efpecially in this part of the World where
we live ; for ’tis {o rare, that there’s I_xarcriT
" 24
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ly one of a thoufand géts fo.much asa fmat-
-tering of it ; and of thofe few, fcarce any,
-have communicated any thing of what they
-knew in that kind, but only by obfcure
Hints, dnd Innuends’s. Indeed thé* Ha-
nifitick Se&t; and the Mahometan Religion,
doe forbid Men to dive too far into this
“matter. Nor would 'T have you think,
that the Philofophy which we find in the
Books of Ariftotle, and + Alpharabins, and

T S

*The Hanifitick Set, and the Mahometan Religion,] Thes
#, mot enly the Hanifitick 8ec¥, bus even the Mahometan Reli-
gion soo, of which shar Se is & Branch, does forbid the over
curious enquiring into thefe abffrufe Matsers.. This Selt wiss &
wery early one among the Mahometaos, for it bad its Nawe frem

."Abu Hanifsh Al Nooman, whowas born in she 8o year
Hegira, or according to others in the 70. I muft amfez
2bat it feems [omething odd, tbat be [bould mensionthas Seét firft,
and then the Mahometan Religion which iwcindes i, axd if i
bad nos been for she word Affhariyato, which, if I miflake not,
% never us’d to exprefs any parsicularSedt, bus fignifies & Religion,
orLaw of God, Ifhould bxve smderfiood shofe Words of she
8¢ of Mahomet Ebn Edris Afthaphienfis. See Dr, Pocock’s
Sprimen p. 295 Or elfe the Hanifitick Se and she Maho-
metan Religion may ﬁiniﬁe the feme thing, becaufe Abraham,
(whofe Religion the Mahometans pretend so foliow) is called in
the Alcoran Hanif, Dr, Sike.

1 Alpharabius,] Withous Exception, the greaseft of alf the
Mahometan: Philofopbers,. reckan'd by fome very near equal to
Ariftotle bimfelf. Maimonides, in the Epifile which I juft
now mention'd," commends bim bighly ;° and the' be allows A-
vicenta a greas fbaveof Learning, and Acumen,; yet be prefers
Alpharabius before bim. . Ney, Avicenma himfelf confeffes, that
when be had read over Ariftotle’s Meraphyficks forty vimes, and
gosten thein'by bearr s thas he never umderfined them till be
bappewed upon Alpharabius’s Expofision of shem He wrote Books

Rbasorick, Mufick, Logick, end all parss of Philofophy s and

-+ bis-Writings bave been much efieemedy nos only by Mahometans,

. byt Jews and Chriftians too.. He wea & Perfon of [ingulsr 4b-
NN . 1n
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in Avicenna’s Bookywhich he calls 4/bepha,
does anfwer the end which you aim at,
nor haveany of the || Spanifb Philofophers
writ fully and fatisfalorily about  it.
‘Becaufe thofe Scholars which were bred
in Spain, before the Knowledge of Lo-
- gickand Philofophy was broach’damcngft
them, fpent their whole Lives in Mathe-
maticks, in which it muft be allow’d, they
made a great Progrefs, but went na farther.
After them came a Generation of Men,
who apply'd themfelves more to the Art
of Reafoning, in which they excell’d their -
Predeceflors, yetnot fo as to attain to true
Perfetion. So'thatone of them faid,
"Tishard the kinds of K nowledge are but two,
 The One erroncous, the Other trae,
The former profis nothing when ’tis gain'd,
The other’s difficalt to %e attain'd,

flinence and Continence,end & Defpifer of theshings of this World.
He is ‘calld Alpharabius from Farab, .be. place of bis Birth,
which according 30 Abulpheda (who reckons bis Longiuuk nos
from the Fortunase Iflands, bus from she extremity of the Waftern
Continens, of Africa) bas 88.deg. 30 min. of Longitude and 44
deg. of Norshern Lasitude. He died at Damafcus i the Tear

- of the Hegira 339. that is, abous the Tear of Chrift 950. when
be was abous forr[core Years Old,

0 The spanifb-Philofophers.] This is ast s0 be underflood of
any Chriftians in Spain, bus Mahexserans ; for she Maors Con-
quer'd a greas pars of Spain in she Ninesy Firft Tear of the Hegi-
ra, vbicf'anfu'm partly to the Tear of our Lord 710. Aftera
wards, as Learning grew up amongft she Eaflern Mabomesans$,
it increafed proportionably among the Weflern too , and they
bad « greas many Learned Men in Toledo and ather Places. The

. Author of this Book was-@ Spaniard, as appears from an Ex-
preflion sewards she end-of this Preface, _
After
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After thefe came-others, who flill ad-
vanc’'d further, and made nearer approach-
es to the Truth; among whom tﬁerc was
one ‘that had a {harper Wit, or truer no-
tions of things than Avempace, but he was
too much taken up with Worldly Bufinefs,
. and Died before he had time to open the
Treafury of his Knowledge, fothat moft
of thofe pieces:of -his which are extant,
* are imperfe@ ; particularly his Book sbosut
the Soul, and his Tedbiro/motawabhid, i.e.
How 4. Man ought to manage himfelf tha:

. leads a Solitary Léfe. So are his Logicks.
. -and' Phyficks. 'Thofe Pieces of his which
are compleat, are only fhort Trals and
- fome occafional Letters. -Ndy, inhis Epi-
ftle concemin%;gc ‘UNION, he himfelf con- -
feffes that he had wrote nothing compleat,
where he fays, That is world require a grest
deal of trouble and pains to expre[s that clear-
iy which e had undertaken-to prove; and,
" that the method which he had made ufe of in
explaining him(elf, was not in many places lo
exaét .as it might have been ; and, that he
 defign’dy if he bad time, to alser ¢,  So much
. for Avenpace, I for my part never faw
him,-and- as for his Contemporaries, they
. swvere far inferiour to him, - nor did I ever
~ fee any .of their Works. Thofe who are
- now alive, are, either fuch as are ftill ad-
vancing forwards, or elfe fuch as have left
- off, without attaining to perfeCtion h’ if
: | there
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there are ary other, I know nothing of
‘.them. . N L,
As to thofe Works of Alpharibias which
-are extant,’ they are moft of them Logick:
“There are a great many things very du-
- bious in his Philofophical Works; for in

-his Méllstolphadelah, i.e. The moft excellent .

Seit, he afferts exprefsly, that the Souls of
Wicked Men [ball fuffer everlafting Panifh-
went; and yer fays 4s poﬁtivefy in his
-Politicks that they fhall be diffolv’d and
annihilated, and that the Souls of the Per-
- fe@ fhall remain for ever: And thea in

his Ethicks, {peaking concerning: thé Hap- .

‘pinefs of Man, he fays, that st 15only in tnis
-Life, and then adds, that whatfoever. Péo-
© ple talk of bifides; is meer Whimfy and old
. Wives \Fables. A principle, which if be-

liev’d would. make all Men: defpair of
the Mercy of God, and puts the Good
.and Evil both upon the fame Level , in
-that it makes annihilation the comman

end to them.both. - This is an Error not

to be pardon'd by any means, or made
amends for. Befides all this, he had.a
“meah Opinion of * the Gift of Prophecy,
-and faid that in his Judgment it did be-
- long to the faculty of Imagination, and that
: he prefer’d Philofophy " before it ; with a
great many other things of the like na-
ture, not neceflary to be mention'd here.
o .. : b " Ag
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~ As for the Books of Aristotle, Avicen-
s&’s Expofition of them in his A/fbepha
[i. e. Health) fupplies their Room, for he
trod in the fame fteps and was of the
fame Seft. In~ the beginning of that
Book, fays, that the Trurh was in his
opinion different from ~what he had
there deliverd, that he had written that
Book according to the Philofophy of the
Peripateticks; but thofe that would know
the Truth clearly, and without Obfcu-
rity, he refers to his Book, Of the Eafi-
ern Philofophy. Now he that takes the
pains to compare his A/fbephs with what
Arifotle has written, will find they a-
gree in moft things, tho’ in the A/jbepha
there are a great many things which
are not extant in any of thofe pieces
which we have of drisfotle. But if the
Reader, take the literal Senfe only, ei-
ther of the Albepha or Arifforle, with
out penetrating into the hidden Senfe,
he will never attain to perfeftion, as
Avicenna . Himfelf obferves in the 4I-
Jocphs. : :

* As for Algazali, he often contradills
himfelf, denying in one place what he af-
firm'd in. another. He taxes the Philo-

© * Algardli) He was an Eminent Philofopher, Born at This

& Famous Gity of Chorafan, jn she Tear of she Hegira 450. of
Chrift to58. He died-in the Tear of she Hegira sos. of Chrift
t115~  Dr. Pocock’s Elenchus Scriptor.

fophers -
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fophers with 4 Herefy, in his Book which
~hecalls Airehaphol, i.e. Deftraction, becaufe
thiey deny thé Refurre@ion of the Body,
and hold that Rewards and Punifh+
ments in a Future State belong to the
Soul only.. Then in, the beginning of his
Almizin, i. e. The Balance, he affirms po-
fitively, that this is the Do&trine of the ¥ S»-
phians, and that he was convingd of the

sruth of it, after a great deal of Study and
Search. There are a great many fuch

3

t Herefy.] In Arabick the word 'Kifara, fignifies to be
an Infidel, bus they ufe it commonly as we do she word Herefy,
viz. when & Perfm bolds any thing erromeous in Fundemensels,
tho’ Orthedox in orher points. . -

* The Doctrine of the Suphians.] The SupRians are an Eof
tbuﬁgick Seft amongft the Mabometans fomesbing bike Quietifts
and Quakers ; thefe fes up a Iiri&er [os of Difespline, and pre-

tended to greas Abftinence and Consemps of the World, and alfote
& greater Familigrity and firiler Union withGod shan atherSedts ;
they ufed a greas many firange and exsravagans aions and usser
Blafphemous Expreffions. Al Hofain Al Halligi was eminens
dmong(t sbem abous the Tear of the Hegira 300. 'I'was be thas
wrote in one of bis Epifties, Blefled is he that poffeffes the fhi-
ning light, ¢o’c. and prerended that God dwels in bim. The
Learned among the Arabians are not agreed , abous she de-
. rivasion of the Word Sufi, Suphian. It feems not 0 be known’
ameng them till about the 200 Year of the Hegira. The mof pro-
bable Dnzerpresation of iv is from she Arabick word Stph, which
fenifies Wool, becanfe thofe thas followed this Sel refufed to
wear $ilk, and Cloathed them(elves only with Wol. Dr. Po-
cock axd Golius follow this Inserpretation 5 tho' she latser in bic
Lexicon [eems to donbr wobesber it is deriv'd from the Greek copdc
or from the Arabick Siph. The Sulsan of Perfia is often calt'd
the sophy, becaufe Iimaél she firft Sultan of sbas Family
now in DPerfia who began to Reign in the 605 Tear of
the Hegira, shas is of our Lord the 155y, was of shis Sedt. viz.
Sufi,  Suphian.
Contra-

'
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Contradi&ions as thefe interfpers'd in his
Works; which he limfelf begs Pardon for
in the end of his Mizin Alznal [The Bal-
laice of Mens' Attions;) where he fays, that
there are Three forts of Opinions; 1. Such
as are common to the Vulgar, and agree-
able to their Notions of things. 2.
Such as we commpnly make ufe of in
anfwering Queftions proposd to us.
3. Such private as a . Man has to
himfelf, which none wunderftand but
thofe who think juft as he does. And-
then he adds, that tho’ there were no-
more_in what he had written than on-
ly chis, viz. That it made 2 Man doubt
of thofe things which he had imbib’d at
firft, and helpd him to remove the pre.’
judices of Education, that even that
were fufficient ; becaufe, he that never
doubts will never weighi things aright, and
he that does not do that will never fee, but

. remain in Blindnefs and Confufion.
Believe your Eyes, but flill [afpect your Earss
Yowllneed no* Star-light , when the day appears.

[Py

- —

* The word which I have here rendred Starlight, is Zohal in
Arabick which fignifies Saturn. 'Tis 2 common wdy with
the Arabian Authors, when shey intend o fbew 4 vaft difpropora
zion between things, to compare the greaser tothe Sun and the
deffer 10 Sacurn. The meaning of this Diftich.is thas there is as
much difference between whas & Man knows by hear(ay, or whas
notions be imbibes in bis Educavion, and what he knows when be
comes to examin things 1o the bottom, and know them experimen
t4dly, as¥here is besween Twilighs and Noonday. :

| B 2 The

A)



20 Abu Jaaphar Ebn Tophaibs
his is the account of his way éf Philo-
fophizing ,- the greateft part of which is
gnigmatical and full of obfcurity, and
for that reafon of no ufe to any but fuch
as throughly perceive and underftand the
matter before, and then afterwards hear'it
from him again, or at leaft fuch as are of
an excellent Capacity, and can apprehend a
thing from the leaft intimation. The fame
Author faysin his Aljawihir [i. e.The Jewels}
that he had Books not fit to be communi-
cated, but to fuch only as were qualified to
read them, and that in them he had laid
down the Naked Truth; but none of them
ever came into Spain that we know of:
" we have indeed had ‘Books which fome
Have imagin’d to be thofe incommunicable
ones he {peaks of, but ’tis a miftake, for
thofe are Almaireph Alakliyah [Intellectual -
notices} and the Alnaphchi waltefwiyal [In-
flation and AEquation] .and befides thefe,
- Collection of [everal Queftions. But as for
thefe, sho’ there are fome hints in them,
yet they contain nothing of particular-ufe
- to the clearing of things, but- what you
‘may meet with in his other Books., There
are, ’tis true, in his Almekfad Alafna, fome
things which are.more profound than what
we meet within the reft of his Books, but

~* he exprefsly fays, -that that Book is not

incommunicable ; from whence it follows,
. . ethofe
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thofe Books which are come to our
hands are not thofe incommunicable ones
which he means. Soéme have fancy'd that
there were fome great matters contain’d in
that Difcourfe of his, whith is at the end
of his Myfchil [i.e. Cafement] (which Be-
lief of theirs, has plung’d them into inex-
tricable Difficulties ) where fpeaking of the
feveral forts of thofe who are kept from’
nearer Approaches,by the Brightnefs of the
radiation of the Divine light, and then of
thofe ‘who * had attain’d to the UNION,
he fays of thefe later, That they apprehend-
ed fuch Attributes to belong to the Divine Ef-
fence as were deftructive Q% sts ‘Unity; from
whence it appear’d to them that he be-
liev’d a fort of Multiplicity in the God-
head, which is horrid Blafphemy. Now
I make no Queftion but that the worth

Dotor Algazili was one of thofe whic{
attaind to the utmoft degree of Happinefs,
and to thofe heights which are proper to
thofe ‘who enjoy the UNION; but as
for his fecret or incommunicable Books,
which contain the manner of Revelstion,
they never came to my hands: and that
pitch of knowledge -which 1 have dttain’d
to, is owing to his other works and to
Awvicenna, which I readand compar'd with
the Opinions of the prefent Philofophers,
till at length I came to the Knowledge
of the Truth, At firft indeed, by way of
S " B3 °  Enqu-
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Enquiry andContemplation;but afterwards
I came to have a perfe& fenfe, and then
I found that I could fay fomething which
I could call my own. Now I was re-
folv’d that you fhould be the firft, to
whom I' would Communicate what I
knew about thefe matters, both upon the
account of the Intimacy of our Friendihip,
‘and your Candor and Integrity. Only ob-
ferve, that my difcovering to you the Ends
which T attain'd in this way, without prov~
ing the Principles to you firft, by which
thofe Ends are- attain’d, will do you no
more Service, than any other Story which
you receive by tradition, or any thing
told you in general, of which you don’t

know how to make a particular ap-

plication. Prefuming that = you will
accept it kindly, mot for any’ merit
of the Author, but upon the account of
our Friendfbip and Acquainrance; and I
heartily defife that you mayn’t ftoo here,
but afpire to a loftier degree: -for® this is
fo far from being able to bring you to
thofe heights, that is not fufficient to fave
you. Now I would lead you by the fame
paths which I have walk’d in before you,
and make you fteer by the fame Compafs,
till you airive at the fame Point, and fee

with your own Eyes what I have feen be-

fore you, {o as not to take it on truft any
longer from me, but to experience it y<}ulrf

l
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felf. But this is a matter which wil}
not only require confiderable Time,
but alfo that you are free and difingag’d
from all manner of Bufinefs, and follow
it - clofe with 'great Application. And
if you are really in earneft, and fet a-
bout it heartily, you will rejoyce as one
that has Travelled all Night do’s when
the Sun rifes upon him, and will receive
a Blefling for your Labour, and take
delight in your Lord, and he will delight
in*you. And for my own part, you will
ﬁn! me, according to your own Hearts de-
fire, juft fuch an one as you could wifh;
and T hope that I fhall lead you in the
right way, free from Eyils and Dangers:
and really I perceive fome Glimmerings
now, by the help of which I fhall inflame
your Defire, and put you upon entring
this way, by telling Ayou ‘the Story of
Hai Ebn Tokdnan, and Afil, and Saliman
(as Avicenps calls them) in which, thofe
that underftand themfelves right will find
matter of Improvement; and worthy their
Imitation, '

-
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Hai Ebn Yokdban.

R U R Anceftors, of Happy Memory,
T tell us, thatsl’:here ispgz'x Iﬂangrlyn
the Indiar Ocean, fityate under the Equino-
&ial, where Men come into the world fpon-
tancoufly without the help of Father and
Mother. This Ifland it feems, is bleft with
fuch a due Influence of the Sun, as to be
the moft temperate and perfect of all places
in the Creation; tho’ it muft be confefs’d
that fuch an Affertion is contrary jto the
Opinion of the moft celebrated Philofophers
and Phyficians, who affirm that the fgurt!i
Climate is the moft Temperate. Now if
the reafon which .they give for this Affer-
tion, viz. That thefe parts fituste under
 the Equinoitial aye not habisable; were drawn
from any Impediment from "the Earth,
Xis allow’d that it would appear mox; i-o-
RN B N PR N e T CRd e;
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26 Hai Ebn Yokdhan:

bable; but if the reafon be, becaufe. of the
intenfe Heat (which is that which moft of
em affign) ’tis abfolutely falfe, and the
contrary is prov'd by undeniable demonftra-
tion. . For ’tis demonftrated in . Natural
Philofophy, that there is no other caufe of
Heat than Motion, or elfe the Conta& gnd
Light of Hot Bodies. ’Tis alfo prov'd that
the Sun, in it felf, is not het, nor par-
takes of any mixd Quality: ’tis provd
moreover, that the thickeft and fmootheft
Bodies receive Light ip the greateft de-
gree of perfeCtion; and next to them,
the thicker which are not fmooth, and
thofe which are” very thin receiwve
no Light at all. - (This was firft demon-\
firated by Awicenma, never mention'd
before by any of:the Ancients.) From
thefe Premifes, this Confequence will ne-
ceflarily follow, viz. That the Sun do’s
not Communicate his Heat to the Earth,
after - the fame fmanner as hot Bodies
heat thofe other Bodies which are near
them; becaufe the Sun is not hot in it
felf. Nor can it be faid that the Earth is
heated by-Motion, becaufe it ftands flill,
and, and remains in the fame pofture, both
when the Sun fhines apon it, and when it
does not, and yet ’tis evident-to- Senfe,
thae there is' a vaft difference in it, in
rcf?c& of Heat and’Cold, at thofe ﬁﬁv:t-: .

N
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ral times. Nor does the Sun firft heat the

Air, and fo the Earth; becaufe we ma

obferve in hot weather, that the Air whic

is neareft the Earth, is hotter by much
than that which is higher and more re-
mote. It temains therefore that the Sun
has no other way of heating the Earth but
by its Light,for Heat always follows Light,

- fo that when its Beams are colle€ted, as

in Burning-Glaffes for inftance, it fires
all before it. Now ’tis Demonftrated
in Mathematicks, that the Sun is a Spheri-
cal Body,and fo s the Earth;and that the
$un is much greater than the Earth; and
that part of the Earth Wwhich isat all times
illuminated by the Sun is above half of it;
and-that in that half which is illuminated,
the Light is moft intenfe in the midft; both
‘becaufe that part is the moft remote from
Darknefs, which is the Circumference

of the Circle, ‘as alfo, becaufe it lies op-

pofite to more parts of the Sun: and that
thofe parts which are neareft the Circum-
ference of the Circle, have lefs Light ; and
fo gradually, till the Circumference of the
Circle, which encompaffes the illuminated
part of the Barth, ends in Darknefs.

" §2. Now that is the Center of the
Circle of Light, where the Sun is Verti-
¢al to the Inhabitants, and then in that
place, the Heat is moft extreamly intenfe 5
v st ' an
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. and fo thofe Countries are the coldeft,
where the Sun is fartheft from being Ver-
tical, And if there were any fuch place’
where the Sun was always Vertical , it-
muft needs be extream hot. Now ’tis
demonftrated in Aftronomy, that the Sun
is- Vertical twice a Year only, to thofe
which live under the Equinp&ial,viz. when
he enters into Arses and Libra; and all the
reft of the Year he declines from them,
fix months Northward, and fix months
Southward ; and for that reafon they are
neither too hot nor too cald, but of a Mo-
derate Temper between both. There’s
much mere to be faid about this Ar-

ment, inorder to the explaining it fully.

t it 15 not fuitable to our -purpofe; i
have only hinted it to you, becaufe it helps
the Story, a little, and makes it fomething
more probable that a Man may be form'd

~ without thg help of Father and Mother ; . -

and there are fome which affirm pofitive-
. ly that Haf Ebn-Yokdan was fo, others de-

8y it, and tell the Scory thus: ‘

§. 3. They fay, that there lay, not far.
from this qur:Ifland, another Great Ifland
very fertile and well peopled; which was
then goverp’d by a Prince of a Proud and
Jealous Dufpofition: he had a Sifter of
exquifite Beauty, which he confin’d and
feftrain’d from Marriage, becaufe he could
(AT -‘ ‘ * not
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The Hiftory of ! 29
~ pot match’hér to one fuitableto her quality;
| : He had a near Relation whofe Name was
. Jokdhin , -that courted. this Priricefs, and
| Married her privately, actording to the
. Rites'of Matrimony they :in ufe among

.. them - it was.not long before .fhe prov’
" with Child, and was brought to-Bedof a
 Son; and being -afraid .thatit fhould be
. difcovered,. .fhe took him m. the Even«
. ing, ‘and when fhe had Suclded him fhe
puc-him into a little Ark whichthe clofed
- up faft, :and {fo -Conveys ‘hifn:to the Sex
- fhore,, with fome. of heér Servams and
- -Friends as fhe could truft;; -and there
~with an Heart equally affetted with Love
_and . Fear, :fhe takes her laft leave of him
in. thefe Words, 0 God, this. frredst. this
© Child: out of nothing, and didft-Cherifo hins
. - the .Darkﬁrecle;[e*: of my Womb, til]. he was
compleat in &ll bis. gures ; 1, fesring the Cra-
. elty of & Prowd und. unjuft King; commsit-him td
thy Goodnefs, hoping that thou wh art.infinitely
merciful, will be pleasd by thy:gragious Pro«
- vidence to protect him, and sever. leave him
deftirate 0/:’1] Cae. ~ i .0
+ ‘§4. Then ‘fhe'fet him afleas,: and .that
" very - Night the Tide carried thim. afhove
on that Ifland ‘we juft now.mentiond;
itfortun’d thdt the Water being'high, car«
ried the . Ark a2 great way on fhore,
farther than -it would have dong at axﬁo-
S ' ' : ther




10 Hai Ebn Yokdhan,
ther time, (for it rifes. fo high but once a
Year) and caft the Arkinto a little fhady
Grove,. thick fet with Trees, a pleafant
%l;ce, where he was fecured both .from
ind and Sun ; when the Tide ebbd, the
Ark was left there, and the Wind rifing
blev an heap of Sand together be~
tween the Ark and the Sea, fufficiént
to fecure him from any future danger of
fuch another Flood. _

.§. The Violence of the Waves had.
loofned: the Joints of the Ark; the Boy
was Hungry and Cryd. It happen'd for-
tunately at that Jun&ure of time, that
a Roe wandring about the Ifland in
- fearch of her Fawn, which - ftraying

- was devoured by an Eagle, heard
the Boy ery, and following the voice
(imagining it to have been her Fawn)
came up to the Ark, which {ie immediate-
- ly attack'd, and what with her beating
it with her hoofs without, and the Boy’s’
ftruggling within, at laftbetween ‘em both
they og;%ed a board: as foon as ‘fhe faw
him fhe fhew’d the Tame natural AffeGion
to him as if he had been her own,
Suckled him and took .care of him. This
is the account which they give, who are not
willing to believe that a Man can bﬁ"pro-' :
duced without Father or Mother, %

§.6. On
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§. &. On the other hand *; thofe who
affirm that Hei Ebn Yokdhan was produced in
that Ifland without Father and Mother,tell
us, that in that Ifland, in a piece of Low
ground, it chanc’d that acertain Mafs of
Earth was fo fermented in fome period
of Years, that the four qualities, @iz,
Hot, Cold, Dry, Moiit, were fo equally
mix'd, that none of ’em prevail’'d over
the other;-and that this Mafs was of a
very great Bulk, in which, fome parts

_ were better and more equally Temper'd

than others,and confequently fitter for Ge-
neration; the middle part efpecially ,
which came ‘neareft to the Temper of
Man’s Body. This Matter being
in a fermentation , there arofé fome
Bubbles by reafon of its vifcoufnefs, and

- it chanc'd that in the midft of it there

was a vifcons Subftance with a very

p- 14. Set. 6. Thofe who affirm that Hii Ebn Tokdban was
produced in that Ifland without Father or Mother] The be-
wing our Philofopher batch'd after sbis manner.is & contrivance of
Avicen's, whe wrete this Story firft, and from whom our Ausber
bas saken 4 greas pars of is. He was of Opinion that fuch o
Formazion was poffible 5 tho' sbere having never been any [uch
thing, is & [ufficiens Demonftrasion of the Impoffibility of is ; for
fince she Creasion of the World the Celeftial Bodies bave bad sime
enough to exers she utmoft of their Power, and fbed sheir Influ-
ence in order so [uch & Production, which they baving mever o
much as assempred yes, amengft all she variety of sheir Operassy
ons, plainly foew us thas it is ot in sheir power. But we muft
give Pbilofophers leave fometimes to go beyond Demonfiration.
*T3s obfervable, that our Axther (ays noshing of the matser, bus
leaves is as be found is. .

little

1
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little bubble in it, which was divided into
two with a thin partition, full of Spiritu:
ous and Aerial Subftance, and of the moft
exact Temperature imaginable. That the
Matter being thus difpos’d, there was;
by the Command of God, a Spirit in-
fusd into it, which was join'd fo clofcly
to it, that it'can fcarce be feparated from
it even fo much as in thought ; which did
as conftantly influence this Mafs of mat-
ter as the Sun do’s the World. Now there
are fome Bodies from whence we per-
ceive no RefleGtion of Light, as the
- thin Air: others from WEiCh we do

but imperfe@ly ; fuch are thick Bo- |

~dies which are not {meoth (but there is a
difference in thefe, and the difference of
their Colours arifes from the different man-
ner of their Reception of the Rays: )and from
others we receive the Reflection’yin ¢the
higheft degree, as from Bodies which are

fmooth and polifh'd, as Looking-Glaffes -

- and the like; fo that thofe Glafles when
iground after a particular manner will Col-
e&t fo much Light as to kindle a Fire. So
that Spirit which comes by the Command
of God, do’ atall times a& upon all Crea-
tures, in fome of which notwithftanding,
there appears no Impreffion of it, but
the reafon of that is, becaufe of their
Incapacity into whom it is infus'd; of
which kind are things inanimate which
: are

i
l
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dire fily reprefented ih. this fimilitude, by

~ the thin Air. There are another fort a-

gain; in which-there does appear fomethin
of it, as Vegetables and the like, which
are reprefented by the thick Bodies we

. mention'd, which are not polifi’d. And

thén laftly, there are others, (reprefented
by thofe Glaffes, in our laft comparifon) in
which the impreflions of this. $pirit are
vifible, and fuch we reckon all forts of .
Animals. But then, as thefe fmooth -
and polifh’d Bodies which are of the fame
figure with the Sun [i. e. Spherical] do
receive the Rays in 2 more plentiful man-
ner than any other whatfoever, fo alfo do
fome Animals receive the Influence of that -
Spirit more than others, becaufe they are
mere like to that Spirit and are form'd
after his Image : fuch is Man particularly,
which is hinted before where ’tis faid that

% God made Min aftér his own Image.

§.7. Now,when this Form prevails to fuch
a degree that all others are nothing before
it, but.it remains alone, fo asto confumey -
withthe glory of itsLight,whatfoever ftands
in it's way ; then it is properly compared

+ God made Man after his own Image] Thefe Words aie
iuoted by our Awshor for the Words-of Mahomet, though shey
do indeed belong to Moles, but we mufs know thas Mahomet was
well acquainted with the Fews,from whom he learned not ondy fome
Exp’nﬂ?a:} us’d in the Biblepus a greas pars of the Hiftory of it ;
Wobich be bas mangled, and ¢ owdgd, after a doufus’'d manner, idso
bis Alcoran, ‘

: C to
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14 Hai Ebn Yokdhan.
to thofe Glafles, which. refle@ Light upott
themfelvés, "and ‘burn every thing elfe ;
But this is a degree which is peculiar to
the Prophets. - S

§. 8. But to return, and {peak fome-
thing more fully concerning the Opinion
of thofe who account for this kind of ge-
neration; They tell us, that as foon as this
Spirit was join’d to the -Receptacle, all
the other powers immediately, by the Com-
mand’ of God, fubmitted themfelves to it.
Now, oppolite to this Receptacle, there 4-
rofe another Bubble dividvi-.dP into three Re.
ceptacles by thin membranes, with paf-
fages from one to the -other, which were
fill’d with an aerial {fubftance, not much
unlike that which was in the firft Recep-
tacle, only the firft was fomething finef
and 1n each of thefc three Ventricles,which
were all taken out of one, were plac'd
fome of thofe Faculties, which were fub-
jet to this governing Spirit, and were

* appointed to take care of their refpe@ive

Stations , and to communicate every thing,
both great and {mall, to that Spirit, whic

we told you before was plac’d in the firft
‘Receptacle. Right againft this Receptacle,
oppofite to the fecond, there arofe another
third Bubble; fill'd with an aerial {ub-

- ftance, which was groffer than that which

was in the other two; this was made for
* . . . th‘

S T T 3
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_the Entertainment and prefrvation of
[ fome other of the inferiot Faculties.

§. 9. Thus thefe three Receptatles were
 made in the fame order which we have de-
‘ferib’d, and thefe were the firft part of

that great Mafs which was form’d ; now
~they ftood in need of one another’s affift-
 "ance; the firft wanted the other two as
Servants, and they again the afliftance and
guidance of the firft, as their Mafter and
Direftor ; but both thefe Receptacles, tho”
inferior to the firft, were neverthelefs fupe-
- " rior to all thofe Members which- were-
form’d afterwards. The firft Receptacle,
by the power of that -Spirit which was
Hjoyn'd toitiand its continual ﬂaminiHéat, ‘
.was form’d into a Conical figure, like that
- of Fire, and by this means that thick Bo-
dy, which was about it, became of the -
fame figure, being folid Flefh coverd with
~ a thick Membrane. Thisis what wecall
the Heart. Now confidering the great ex-
{ pence of Moifture, which muft needs be
i where there is fo much Heat, *twas abfo-
lutely neceffary, that there fhould be fome
| part form’d, whofe Office it fhould be con-
| tinually to fupply this defe; Otherwife
it would have been impoffible'to have fub-
fifted long. "Twas alfo neceflary that[this
. forming Spirit] fhould have a Sence both
of what was convenient for him, and what

was hurtful, and accordingly” attralt the
Ca2 one



16 Hai Ebn ‘Yokdhan.
‘one and rqpel the other. For thefe Ser-

* vices theré were two parts form’d, with -

their refpeftive- Faculties, wviz, thé Brain
and the Liver: the firft of thefe prefided
ever all things relating to Senfe, the latter
over {fuch things as belong’d to Nutrition :
both of thefe cﬁ:pended upon the Heart for
a fupply of Heat, and the recruiting of their
proper Faculties. To eftablifh a good Corref-
pondence between all thefe, there were
Dus and Paflages interwoven, fome big-
ger, fome lefler, according as neceffity re-
quird ; and thefe are the Arteries and Veins.
~ Thus much for a Tafte ; they thattell the
.Story go on farther, and give you a parti-

cular account of the Formation of all the
parts, as the Phyficians do of the Forma-

tion of the Feras 1n the Womb,omitting no-
thing till he was compleatly form'd, and juft
like an Embryo ready for the Birth. In this

account they are forc'd to be beholding to -

this vaft Mafs of Earth, which you
~ are to fuppofe was of a moft exa&t mix«
ture, and contain’'d 1n it all manner of ma-
terials proper for the making Man’s Body,
and thofe Skins, &¢. which cover it till
at,laft, when he was Compleat in all his
‘parts, as it the Mafs had been in labour,
thofe Coverings, which he was wrapp’d up
in, burft afunder, and the reft of the Dirt
dry'd and crackd in pieces. The Infant
bewng thus brought into the ‘World, rar:ﬁ
: in
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finding his Nourifhment fail him, cryd
for want of ViCuals, till the Roe which
had loft her Fawn heard him. Now,both
thofe who are of the otherOpinion and thofe
who are for' this kind of generation, agree
in all the other particulars of his Educa-
tion: and what they tell us is this.

§. 10. They fay that this Roe livd in
good Pafture fo that fhe was fat, and had,
fuch plenty of Milk, that fhe wasvery well
able to ‘maintain the Child ; fhe took great
care of him, and never left him, but when
hunger forc'd her: and he grew fo well ac-
auainted with her, that if at any time fhe

aild awgy from him a little longer than
ordinary, L:’d cry pitifully, and fhe, as {foon
as fhe heard him, came running in-
ftantly ; befides all this, he enjoyd this hap-

pinefs, that there was no Beaft of prey in

the whole Ifland. o
§. 11. Thus he went on, Living only
upon what he Suck’d till he was Two
Years Old, and then lie began to ftep- a
little and Breed his Teeth. . He alwazs
followed the Roe,. and fhe fhew’d all the
tendernefs to him imaginable; and us'd
to carry him to places where Fruit Trees
grew, and fed him with the Ripeft and
Sweeteft Fruits which fell from the Trees;
and for Nuts or fuch like, fhe usd to
breakthe Shell with her Teeth, and give
Rim the Kernel ; ftill Suckling him, as often
- C3 a3
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38 Hai Ebn Yokdhan.
~as*he pleas’d, and when he was thirfty

fhe fhew'd him the way to the water. If

the Sun fhin'd too hot and fcorch'd him,

fhe fhaded him; if he was cold fhe che-

rifh'd him and kept him warm ; and when
Night came fhe brought him home to his
old Place, and covered him partly with
lter own Body, and partly with fome Fea-
thers which were left in the Ark, which
had been put in with him when he was
firft expos’d. Now, when they went out
in the Morning, and when they came
home again at Nighe, there always went

with them an Herd of Deer, which lay

the Boy being always amongit them learn’d
their voice by degrees, and imitated it fo
exaltly that there was fcarce any fenfible
_ difference ; nay, when he heard the voice
-of ‘any Bird or Beaft, he'd come very near
it, being of a moft excellent Apprehenfion,
But of all the voices which he imitated, he

in the fame place where thg?i did; fo that

made moft ufe.of the Deers, which he was®

Mafter of,and could exprefs himfelt as they
do, either when they wane help, call their
Mates , when they would have them
corie nearer, or. go farther off. (For
you muft know that the Brute Beafts have
different Sounds to exprefs thefe different
things.) Thus he contralted fuch an Ac-

4

quaintance with the Wild Beafts, thag.
- they .

1.
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they were not afraid of him, aor he of
them, . S '
§ 12. By this time he began to have
the. Ideas of a -great many things fixd
in his mind, fo as to have a defire to
fome, and an averfion to others, even .
when they were abfent. In the mean
while he confider'd all the feveral forts of
Animals, and faw that they were all clo-
thed either with Hair, Wool, or feveral"
forts of Feathegs : he confiderd their great
Swiftnefs and Strength, and that they were
all -arm’d with Weapons defenfive, as
Horns, Teeth, Hoofs, Spurs, Nails, and~
ﬁimfclf was Nea*
ked'and Defencelefs, Slowand Weak,inre-

= fpett of them.. For whenever,there hap-

pened any Controverfy dbout gathering
of fuch ripe Fruits as fell from the Trees;
healways came off by the warft, for they .
could both keep thesr own, and’take a--
way his, and he could neither beat them
off, nor runaway from them. - :
§. 13. He obferv'd befides that his Fel-
low-Fawns, tho; thetr Fore-heads were

- {fmooth at-firft, yet afrerwards had Horns

bad out, and tho' they were feeble at firft,

: g:: afterwards grew very Vigorous and

rift. Alfthefe things he perceived in them,
svhich- were not in_ himfelf; and when he
had confider’d the Matter, he could not
¢magine. what fhould be the.reafon of this
C.gq, Difference ;

- i
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Difference ; then he confiderd fuch Ani-
mals as had any’ Defet or Natural Im-
perfection, but.amongft them all he could
find none like himfelf. He took Notice
that the Paflages of the Excrements were
coverd in all other Creatures befides him-
felf: that by which they voided their groffer
Excrements, with a Tail; and that which -
ferv’d for the voiding of their Urine, with
Hair or fome fuch like thing. Befides, he
obferv'd that their Privy pagts, were more
concealed ' than his own were. ‘
§. 14. All thefe things were matter of
great Grief to him, and when he had per-
plex’d himfelf very much with the thoughts
of them, and was now near fevenYears Old,
he defpair'd utterly of having thofe things
row upon him, the want of whieh made
%im {o uneafy. He therefore refolv'd to help
himfelf, and thereupon gets him fome Broad
Teaves of Trees, ot which he made two Co-
verings, one to wear behind, the other
before; and made a Girdle of Palm-Trees
~ and Rufhes Twifted together, to Hang his
coverings upon, and Ty’d 1t about™ his
wafte, and 1o wor€ it. But alas it would -
not laft long, for the Leaves wither'd and
dropt away ; {o that he was forc’d to geg
more, which he doubled and put toge-
ther as well as he could, Plaiting- the
‘Leaves one upon another, which made it 3
little more durable, but nat much. Then

" S having
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" having broke a Bough from a Tree and fitts -
ed the Ends of it to his Mind, he fiript
off the Twigs-and made it {mooth;
with this he began to attack the Wild
Beafts, affaulting the weaker, and defend-
ing himfelf againft the ftronger. By -this
means he began a little to know his own
Strength, and perceiv’d that his Hands
Were%etter than their Feet; becaufe by the
help of them, he had provided wherewith-
al to cover his Nakednefs, and alfo gotten
kim a Defenfive Weapon, fo that now he
had no need of a Tail, nor of thofe Na-
tural Weapons which he had fo wifh’d for
at firft. .

§. 15. He was now above Seven Years
0ld, and becaufe the repairing of his Cover-
ing of Leaves fo often,was very troublefome
to him, he had. & defign of taking the
Tail of fome Dead . , and wearing it
himfelf; but when he .perceivid that all
Beafts did conftantly avoid thofe which
were Dead of the fame kind, it made him
doubt whether it might.be fafe or not;
at laft, by chance he found a Dead Eagle,
and obferving that none of the Beafts
fhew’d any averfion to that Carcafs, he
concluded that this would fuit his pur-
pofe : and in the firft place, he cuts off the
. Wings, and the Tail whole, and fpreads the
Feathers open;then hedrew off the Skin,and«
divided itinto two equal parts, ane of whi}:‘h
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he wore upon his Back, with the other he:
covered his Navel and Secrets: the Tail
he wore behind, and the Wings were plac’d
upon each Arm. This Drefs of his an.
fwer'd feveral Ends; for in the firft place
it cover'd his Nakednefs, and help'd to keep
him warm, and then it made him fo fright-
ful to the Beafls, that none of them car’d
to meddle with him, or come near him ;
only the Roe his Nurfe, which never left
him, nor he, her; and when fhe grew
Old and Feeble, he us'd to lead her where
there was the beft Food, and pluck the
beft Fruits for her, and give her them
to eat. S ’

‘§. 16, Notwithftanding this fhe grew
lean and ‘weak, and continu’d a while in
alan uiihinﬁCondition,till at laft fhe Dyed,
and then all her Motionsand A&ions ceas’d.
‘When the Boy perceiv'd her in this Con-
dition, he was ready to dye for Grief. He
call’d her with the fame voice which the
usd to anfwer to, and made what Noife
he could, but there was no Motion, no
Alteration. Then he began to peep into
her Eyes and Ears, but could perceive no
vifible defe&t in either; in like manner he
examin'd all the parts of her Body, and
found nothing amifs, but every thingas it
fhould be. He had a vehement defire to
«ind, if poflible, that part were the defe&
was, that he might remove it, and fhe re.

. . tul_fq
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turn to her former State, of Life and Vi.-
our. But he was altogether at a lofs,
ﬁow to compafs his defign, nor could he
poflibly bring it about. L
§. 17.. That which put him upon this
fearch, was what he obferv’d in himfelf.
He took Notice that when he fhut his
Eyes, or held any thing before them, he
could fee nothing at all, till that Obfta-
cle was removed; and fo when he put
his Fingers into- his Ears, that he could
not hear, till,be took ’em out again ; and.
when he elofed his Noftrils together, he
fimelt nothing tjll they were.open’d ; from
whence he con¢luded, that all his Senfes
and A&ions were liable to Obftacles and
Impediments, .upon the removal of which,
the fame Operations return’d- to their for-
mer courfe. Therefore, when he had ex-
amin'd every External Part of her, and
found no vifible defect, and yet at the
fame time perceiv’d an Univerfal Ceflation

- of Motion in the whole Body, not pecu-

liar to one: Member, but common to them
all, he began te imagine that the hurt.
was in fome part, which was moft remote -
from the fight, and hidden in the inward

part of the Body ; and that this Part was
of fuch nature and ufe, that without its
help, none of the other External Parts could
exercife their ‘proper Fun&ions; and that

was



44 - Hai Ebn Yokdhan,

‘was Univerfal, and a Ceffation of the whole

enfu'd.
§. 18. This made him very defirous to

find that part if poffible, that he might

~ yemove the defe® from it, that fo it might

be as it usd to be, and the whole Body
might enjoy the Benefit of it, and the fame
courfe of Ations follow as before. He had
before obferv'd, in the Bodies of Wild Beafts
and other Animals, that all their Mem.

bers were folid,. and that there were only

three Cavities, viz. 'The Skull, the Breaft,
and the Belly; he imagin’d therefore that
this Part which he wanted, muft needs be
in one of thefe Cavities, and above all,
he had a ftrong -perfuafion that it was in
the middlemoft of them. He verily be-
liev’d, that all the Members ftood in need
of this part, and that from thence it muft
neceffarily follow, that the Seat of it muft
be in the Centre. And when he re-
fleCted upon his own Body, he fels fuch
a part in his Breaft, of which he had this

" notion, wiz, That it was impoffible for

for him to fubfift without it, fo much as
the twinkling of an eye, tho” he could at
the fame time conceive a poflibility of fub-
fifting without his other parts, vizs his
Hands, Feetr, Ears, Nofe, Eyes, or even
his Head.. And upon this account, when-
ever he ‘fought with any Wild Beaft, he
always took particylar care to guard his
BT

Brealt,”

-
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Breaft} -becaufe of the Apprehenfion which
e had of that Part, which was contain'd

- in it. L
§. r9. ' Having, by this way of reafon-
ing, affur’d himfelf that the difaffeCted Part
lay in the Breaft; he was refolvid to make

- afearch, inorder to find it out; that what-

foever ‘the Impediment was, he might
remove it if poffible; but thén again, he
was was afraid on the other fide, left his
Undertaking fhould be’ worfe than the Dif-
eafe, and prove prejudicial. He began to
confider next, whether or no he had ever
remembred any Beafts, or other Animals,
which he had feen in that condition, re-
cover. again, and return to the fame State -
which they were in before: but he could
call to Mind no fuch Inftance; from
whence he concluded, that if fhe wasletalone
there would be no hopesatall,butifhefhould
be fo fortunate as to find that Part, and find
the Impediment, there might befome hope.
Upon this he refolv'd to open her Breaft
and .make enquiry ; in order to which he
rovides himfelf with fharp Flints, and
gplinters ‘of dry Cane almoft like Knives,
with which hemade an incifion betweenthe
.Ribs, and cutting through the Flefh, came
to the Diaphragma; which he finding very
 Tough and not eafily broken, affur'd him-
felf; that fuch a Coveriag muft needs be-
Jong to that part which he looke for, ailnd
| that



46 Hai Ebn Yokdhan,

that if he could once get through that, ke
. fhould find it. He met with fome diffi-

»

culty, in his Work, becaufe his Inftruments .
‘were none of the beft, for he had: none

but fuch as were made- either of Flint or

Cape, -+ <~ o
§. 20. However, he fharpned ’em a-

gain and renewed his Attempt with all the -

Skill he was Mafter: of. At laft he broke
through, and the firft part he met with
‘was the Lungs, which he at firft fight

miftook, for that part which he fearch’d

for, asd turn’d ‘em about this way- and
that way, to fee if he could find in them

the caufe of the Difeafe: - He firft happend

upon that ‘Lobe which lay next the fide

fwhich he had open'd] and when he per-
ceivd that it did lean fideways, he was

fatisfy’d that it-was not the part he look’d

for, becaufe he was fully perfwaded, that

that muft needs be in the midft of the Bo-

- dy, as well in regard: of Latitude as Lon~
gitude. He proceeded in his fearch, till ar

laft he found the Heart, which when he

faw clofed with a very ftrdng Cover, and .
faftned with firong Ligaments, and covers
ed by the Lungs on that fide which he had -

open’d; he began to fay to himfelf. ¢ If
“ this part be fo on the otherfide as it is

¢ on this which I have open’d, then ’tis -

- % certainly in the midft, and" without
\ . doubt

e+ ——)
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#¢ doubt the fame I look for ; efpecially con-
- fidering the Conveniency of the Situation,
“ theComlinefs andRegularity of itsFigure,
¢ the Firmnefs and Solidity of the Flefh,
“ and befides, its being guarded with fuch
¢¢ a Membrane as I have not obferv’din any
¢¢ part. Upon this he fearches the other
fide, and’ finding the fame Membrane on
the infide of-the Ribs, and the Lungs in
the fame pofture, which he had obfervid
on that fide which he had open’d firft,
he concluded the Heart to be the part which
he look’d for. . '
"~ §. 21. .Therefore he firt Attacks the
Pericardiam, which, after a long tryal anda
.great deal of pains, he made fhift to tear;
‘and when he had laid the Heart bare, and
perceiv'd that it was folid on every fide,
he began to examin it,.to fee if he could
find any hurt in it; but finding none, he
fqueez’d it with his Hands, and perceiv’d
that it was hollow. He began than to
think that what he look’d for, might pof-
fibly be contain’d in that Cavity. When
he came to open it, he found in it two
‘Cavities; one on the right fide, the other
on the left. That on the right fide was full
of elotted Blood, that on the left quite
empty. “ Then (fays he,) without all-
¢ doubt, one of .thofe two'Cavites muft
¢ peeds be the Receptacle of what I
% TJook for; as for that on this fide there’s
R nothing
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‘“ nothing in it but congealed Bloo®
“ which was not fo, be fure, till the
““ whole Body was in that condition in
¢ which it now is ” (for he had obfervd
that all Blood congeals when it flows from
the Body, and that this Blood did. not dif-
fer in the leaft from any other,) “.and
¢ therefore what I'look for, cannot by any
“ means, be fuch a matter as this; for
. ¢ that which I mean; is fomething which
“ 13 pectliar to this place, which I find
¢ I could not fubfift without, fo much as
« the Twinkling of an Eye. And this is
¢« that which I look’d for at firft,. For as
¢« for this Blood, how often have I lofta
« great deal of it in my Skirmiflkes with
¢ the Wild Beafts, and yet it never did
“ me any confiderable-harm, nor rendred
“ ‘me incapable of performing any A&ion
¢ of Life; and therefore what I leok for
“ is not in this Cavity. Now as for the
% Cavity on the left fide, I find ’tis alto-
« gether empty, and I have no reafon in
“ the World to think that it was made
- ¢ in vain, becaufe I find every part ap-
_ ¢« pointed for fuch and fuch particular
« Funétions. How then can this Ven-
¢« tricle of the Heart, which I fee is of fo
« excellent a Frame, ferve for noufe at all ?
¢ I cannot think bur that the fame thing
¢« which I am in fearch of, once dwelc
¢ here,” but has now deferted his Habi~
| ' % tationy
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¢ tation and left it empty, and that the
% Abfence of that ‘thing,” has ‘occafion’d

© ¢ this Privation of Senfe and’ Ceflation" of

« Motion', which happen'd - td'_ thé ‘Bo-
«:dy. - Now when hé perceivid that the
Being which' had, inhabited there' béfore,
had Ieft its Houfé before it fell toRuige, .

-and -forfaken it yhér s’ yetit’ continu’d

whole and eritire ;,” hé* concluded, that it
a 'u‘l}d ‘hever
return to it any fh’oree after its being fo
cut and ‘mangled. " SR
§. 22. Upon this the whole Bddy feem'd
to him a_very inconfiderable  thing, and
worth nothing in refpeft of that Being,
he  believed. once inhabited , and now

" had leftit. Therefore he applied himfelf

wholly to the confidération fof ‘that Be-
ing. Whii'it was? and how it fubfifted ? what
Joy#’d it to the Body? Whether it went, and
by . whas: paffage, when it-left the Body? Whar
was the Caufe of its Departare, whetherit were
forcd vo-leave its Mahfion; or lef? ‘the' Body
of its ownaccord ?" and i’ cafe it ‘went away
Voluntarily; what it ‘was. that rendred the Bo<
dy fo difagreeable 103, a5 vo make it foy[ake it ?
And whilft his Mind was perplext - with
fuch vatiety of Fhbughts, he laid afide all
concern for the Carcafs, and.threw it
away-; for now -he perceiv'd - that his Mo-
~ther, - which "had Nurs’d him fo Tender-
ly and had Suckled him, was-that fome_
e ' b thin

/
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thing which was departed: and fromt
it proceeded all thofe A&ions by which
fhe fthew'd her Care of him, and AffeGtion
to him, and not from this unaltive Body ;
but that the Body was to it only as an In-
ftrument or Tool, like his Cudgel which
he had made for himfelf, with which he
- ufed to Fight with the Wild Beafts. So
that now, all his regard to the Body was
removd, and transferr’d to'that by which.
the Body is govern’d, and by whole Power
it moves. Nor had he any other defire but
to make enquiry after that. ~
§. 23. In the mean time the Carcafs
of the Roe. began to putrifie, -apnd emijt -
Noifome Vapours, which ftill increas'd
his averfion to it, fo that he'did not care
to fee it. "T'was not long after that he
chancd to fee two Ravens engag’d fo
furioufly; that one of them ftruck down the
other Stark Dead ; and when he had done,
he began to fcrape with his Claws till he
had digg'd a Pit, in which he Buried the
Larcafs of his Adverfary. Our Philofo-
. pher obferving this, faid to himfelf. How
well has this Raven done in Burying the Bo-
dy of his Companion, tho® he did il in Killing
him? How much greaer reafon was there for
me to have been forward in: performing this
Office to myj Mother? Upon this he makes.
a Grave, and lays his Mother into it, ‘and
Buries her. He proceeded in his Enquiry
. con-

-
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concerning what that {Hould be -ﬁy’ which
the Body was govern’d, but could net
Apprehend what it was; whed he look'd
upon the reft of the Rocs, and percenvd

that they were of the fame tormi ard figure

with' his Méther, he behcv’d that there”

was in every one of them fomeihisg; which
g\mr’n’d and a&tuated them, like tha: which

d a&uated and govern’d his Mother
formerly: and for the fake of that like-
nefs he us’d to keep in their Company, and
" {hew affeGtion towards them. He conti.
nued a while in this condition, Contem-
plating the various kinds of Animals and

lants, and walking about the Coaft of
Mis Ifland, to fee if %’e could find any thing
hike himfelf; (as he obfervd. that every
Individual Animal, and Plant, had a
great imany more hke it.) But all his

fearch was in vain. And when he

perceiv’d thdt EKis Iffland was encom:
pafs’d by the Sea, he thought tHat there
was no other Land in the World but only
thar Ifland: o : .
§. 23. It happen'd "that .by Collifion d

- Pire was kindled among a parcel of Reeds
~or Canes; which fcar'd himat firft, asbe-
-ing a Sight whiclihe was altogether a Stran-
ger to; .fo_ that he ftood. atr a diftance a

good while, firangely furpriz’d, at latthe

tame nearer and nearer by degrees, {’cgl

) 2 ab-
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obferving the Brightnefs of its Light and
marvellous Efficacy in - confuming every
thing it touch’d, and changing it into its
own Nature; till at laft, his Admiration
of it, and that innate Boldnefs and For-
titude, which God had implanted in his
Nature prompted him on, that he ven-
tur'd -to, come near it, and {tretch’d. out
his Hand to.take fome of it.. But when
it burnt. his Fingers and he found there
was no dealing with it that way, he en-.
deavour’d to take a flick, which the- Fire
- had not as yet wholly feiz’d upon ; fo takin
hold on that part which was. untouch’
" he eafily gain’d his pprpofe, and :car-
ried it Home: to his, Lodging (for he
had contriv’d for himfelf a convenient
place) there he kept this Fire and added
Fuel to it, admir’d it - wonderfully, .and
. tended it night and day ; at night efpeci-
ally, becaufe its Light gnd Heat fupply'd
the abfence of the Sun; fo that- be was
extreamly delighted with it, asd reckon’d
it the” moft excellent of ‘all thofe things
which he had about him. Aud when he
obferv’d” that it always mov’d upwards,
‘he . perfwaded humfelf-that it was one of
thofe Celeftial Subftances which  he. faw
fhining in the Firmament , and he was.
continually trying of its power, by throw-
ing things into " 1t, which he perceivid it
o .77 77 Toperated




—-—— e = =

%

The EHiffry of * 53

operated upon .and confum’d, fometimes-

fooner, fometimes {lower; according as the

Bodies which he put into it were more or .

lefs combutftible.

- §. 25. - Amongft Q;h;r things which he-
" put in to tty its ftrength, he once flung

in fome Fifh which had been thrown a-
fhore by the Water, and as foon as ere

he fmelt the Steam , it rais’d his Appe- .
- .tite, fo that he had a Mind to Tafte cf

them ; which he did; and found ’em very

agrecable and from that time hé beganto

ufe hinfelf to the Eating of Flefh, and ap-

plied himfelf to Fithiag and Hunting ull -
‘he underftood thofe {ports very well: up-
on this account he admir’d -his Fire

more and more,.becaufe it help'd him tq

feveral forts of Provifion which he was al- .

together unacquainted with before.
§. 26. And now when his Affe&tion

towards it was increas'd to the higheft de-
ree, both upon the -account of its Bene--

ficial Effe@s, and its Extraordinary Power;

. he began to think that the Subftance which

was departed from the Heart of his' Mo~
ther the Roe, was, if not the very fame

+ with it, yet atleaft of a Nature very much’
. like it, ‘He was canfirm’d in his Opinion,
- becaufe he had obfervid in all Animals,

that as long as-they liv’d, they were con-
ftantly warm without any Intermiflion,
and as conftantly Cold after Death. Be-

o - Dy - fides
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" fides he found in himfeff, that thers was

a greater degree of Heat by 'much in his.
Breaft, near that place where he had made
the Incifion in the Roe. This made him
think that if he could diffe& any Animal
alive, and look into that Ventricle which:
Ire had found empty when he diffefted his.

. Dam the Roe, he might poffibly find # -

full of that Subftance which inhabited it,
and fo inform himfelf whether it were of
the Subftance with the Fire, and whethes
it had any Light or Heat in it or net,

In order to this he took a Wild Beaft -

and ty'd him down, fo that he could not
ftir, and diffe@ted him after the fame man-

~ner he had diffefted the Roe, till he came

to the Heart ; and Effaying the left Ven-
tricle firft, and opening 1, he perceivid

. it was full of an Airy Vapour, which look'd

like a little Mift or white Cloud, and put-
ting in his Finger, he found it hotter than
he could well endure it, and immediagely

the Creature Dyed. From whence he af-

furedly concluded, ‘that it was that Moift
Vapour which communicated Motion to
that Animal, and that there was accord~

ingly in every Animal of what kind fo. -
ever, {fomething like it ypon the departure

of which Death follow’d. -

'§. 27. He had then a great defire to.
enquire into the other parts of Animals,
to find out their Order and Situation, their
o ; ‘ - Quan-.
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. Qmatity and the manper of their Con-

| mexion one with another, and by what

,  means of Eommunication they enjoy the *

. Benefit of that Moift Vapour, fo as to live

by it. How that Vapour js continu’d the

| time it remains, from whence it has its

| Sup!pﬁes, and by what Means its Heat is

| eferv’d.. The way which he us’d in this

| “nquirywas theDiffe@ion of all forts of Ani-

- TQhals, as well Living as Dead, neither did he
Jeave off to make an accurate Enquiry into
them, till at length he arrived to the higheft

- degree of Knowledge in this kind which the
moft Learned Naturalifts ever attain’d to,

§. 28. And now:he Apprehended plain.
ly thatevery particular Animal, tho’ it had

. .a great many Limbs, and variety of Senfes

' and Motions, was neverthelefs Oz in re-

|+ Ipe& of that Spirit, .whofe Original was

. from one firm Manfion, viz. the Heart,

~ from whence its Influence was diffus’d a- -

. _mong ‘all the Metbers  And that all the

. Members were - fubfervient jo it, or in-

form’d and fupported b{y it, and that this

~ Spirit made ufe of thofe Members, in the’

v fame manner as a Soldier do’s of his Wea-

pons, or.an Huntfman or Fifherman of

' his Tackling, who makes ufe of éiﬁ'grcnt :

| .ways and things, according to the differ-

ence of the Creatures he intends ta catch.

s

. Now the Soldiers Weapons are fome of
¢ defenfive and offenfive, and the Sportf
* o Dg - mans
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man’s too are fome for Land, and fome

for Water : - So the Anatomifts Inftruments,
-are.fome for Fiffion, others for Fra&tion,

and others for Perforation.  And thus tho>

the Body was One, yet that.governing Spi~

rit made ufe of it feveral ways, according

to the : refpetive, ufes of each Member,

and the feveral ends which it propos’d to.

obtain,, . -

!

§. 29. ~Thus he perceiv’d that there W@

all this while but Oze Animal Spirit, whofe *

A&ion when he made ufe of the Eye,

was . Sight.; when .of the Ear, Hearing;
when of the Nofe, Smelling; when of the.

Tongue, . Tafting; and when of the Skin
.and: pleth, Feeling. When it employ’d any
Limb, then its Operation was Motion ; and
when it made ufe of the Liver, Natrition

and Concoition. And that, tho’ there were-

Members fitted to every one of thefe ufes,
yet none of them could perform. their. re.
fpective Offices, without having Corre-
fpondence with that Spirit, by means of
the Nerves; and that if.at any time it
chaicd that their paffages” were either

?

broken off or obftrutted, fuch 2 Member. !

would be altogether ufelefs. Now thefe
Nerves- derive this Spirit from the Brain,
which has it from the Heart (and con-
~ tains abundance of Spirit, becaufe it is di-
vided into a great many partitions) and by
what means foever any Limb is 'dep'riV'f%

(o)
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of his ‘Spirit, it's A&ipn -ceafes; and ’tis
like a-caft off Tool, not fit for . ufe. And .
if this Spirit depart wholly from. the Bo- -
dy, or is confum’d or diffelv’d by any .
means whatfoever, then the whale Body .
is depriv’d of Motion all at once ; ahd
reduc’d to a State of Death. - . Lt

§. 30. Thus far had his Obfervations
brought him about the end of the Thiid .
Seventh Year of his-Age, vs=. when he was
One and Twenty Years Old. In which
- time, he had made abundance of pre
Contrivances. * He made himfelf both
Cloaths and Shoes. of the Skins of fuch
Wild . Beafts -as he had difle¢ted.. His
. thread was made of Hair, .and of the Bark .
of the Stalks-of Althea, Mallows or any .
other. Plants, which afforded fuch Strings
as were. fit for that purpofe. He learn’d:
the making of thefe threads from the ufe
which he.had made of the Rufhes before, .
He made Awls of fharp Thorns, and.
Splinters of Cane, fharpned with Flints.
He learn'd the Art of Building, from the
Obfervations he mad n the Swallows
. Nefts. He" Builds. himfelf a Store-houfe
and a Pantry, to Jay up the remainder of

his Provifion in: and made a Door to it
of Cines twifted together, to prevent a-
ny Q,g&he Beafts getting in, during his ab-
fonce. Hetook Birds of prey and brought
‘them .up for Hawking ; and kept tame
T . Poultry

.-
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‘Poultry for cheir Eggs and Chickens.: Heg

took the tips of the Buffalo’s Horns and faft- -
ned- them upon the. firongeft Cares heg -
could get, and Staves of the Tice dlzdm-

and s; and o, paitly by the: help

" of thte Fire, and partlyof fharp edg’d Seones, .
. hefo fitted them that they ferv’d him in- -
* ftead of fo many Spears. He made him.

a fhield of Hides folded 'togct!h‘er; " Allthis

pains he took to furnifh himfelf with Ar- -

deftitute of Natural ones. - :

§ 31 - Now when he Perceivid- that
his Hand fupplied all thefe - defeQs very
well, and that noneof all the various kinds

tificial Weapons, becaufe he found himfelf

of Wild Beafts durft ftand: againﬁ: ‘ham,
were: €00

bue-ran away from him, an
Nimble for him. - He began to contrive
how to be even with them, and thoughe

there- would be no way fo proper. as to’

chufe out fome of the ‘frongeft and fwift-
eft Beafls of the Ifland, and bring ’em up
. tame, and -feed them with proper Food,

till they would let‘i_m? back them and-

then he might purM the “other kinds of

Wild Beafts. “There were in that Hland-

both Wild Horfes and Affes; he chofe of
botly forts, fuch as feem'd fitteft for his
urpofe, and by exercift he made them
o' gentle and tratable that he was com-
pleat Mafter of his Wifhes. And when:
he had made out: of the Skins of ‘B?_aﬁé

. . « fuch

Al
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The Hiftory of 59
fuch things as ferv'd him competestly well,
in the Room of Bridles and Saddles, he
could very eafily then overtake fucli Beafts,
as he could fcarce ever have been.able to
have catch’d any other manner of way.
He made all difcoveries whilft he was
employed in the Study of Anasomy, and
the fearching out of the Properties; pecu-
Lar to Part, and the difference be.
tween : and all this about, that time
¥ fpeak of, vz, of the Age of 21 Yeass
" §. 32. Hethen further to ex<
amin_ the Nature of Bodies in this Sublu- -
nary World, viz, The different kinds of .
Animal, Plants, Minerals, and feveral forts
of $tones, Earth, Water, Exhalations, Ice,
8now, Hail, Smoak, Hoar Froft, Flame,
and Heat,” In which he obfervd differ-
pnt Qualities, and different A&ions, and
‘that their Motions agreed in fome refpeits,
and differ’d in others: and confidering

. thefe things with great Application, he

perceivid that their Qualities alfo agreed
in fome things, and differ’d in others ; .and
that fo far as they agreed, they were Oxe;

. but when confider'd with Relation to their

differences, a great many: fo that when he

-" came to confider the Properties of things

by which they were diftinguifh'd ohe from
another,he found that they Multiplied fofaft
upon himn, that ’twas impoffible far him, ta
* ' 3 ) ’ CQm-

¢
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Comprehend them. Nay, when hé con~
fiderd - the difference . of his own' Lithbs,
which. He: percervid.wvere all diftin@ from:
onie -another, by fome Property and A&ion
.peeuliar to each, - it feem'd to ‘him that
there 'was a. Plarality .in his own Effence.
And when he léok’d upon any one Mem-.
ber:it Helf; he found that it might be di-
vided.intoa great'many. parts, from-whence
he contlnded, that'there muft needs be a -
Pluralityin his own Effence, and not on-
. ly in lusown but in-every other alfo..
+ §..33.1... Thenr-he ‘enter’d upon another:
.fortrof ‘Speculation ofi the fecond kind, by
- which -he perceiv'd :that tho’ the parts of his
Body, were many, yet they were Conjoyn-.
ed and Compadted together fo as to make
one Body, and- that: what difference there
was between them. confifted only in the
difference of their:A€tions, which diverfity
proceeded from: that. Animal . Spirit, the .
Natyre of which- he had before fearch’d
into, and'found out.": Now, he knew that
his -Spirit' was One in’' Effence, and was
really.the Subftance. of his Being, and that
“all the reft of the Members ferve that Spi-
rit as Inftruments, and in this Relpe&
he perceiv’d his own Effence, to be One, -
§.:34. He proceeded from hence to the
confideration of all the Species of Animals.
and found that every Individpal’of them.
was Oze. Next he confiderd. them with
: regard



|

|
E

‘The Hiftary. of . 6y
regard to “their differant- Species; - viz. .as
Roes, Horfes, Afles -and-all forts:of Birds

according to their kipds;-and he pevceiv'd

that ‘all the Individuals of every Species
were exaltly liké one another, inithe thape
of their Parts, both. within’ and.withont,
that their. Apprebenfians - :Mations,>gnd
Inclinations were. .alike ;- and. that:.xHofe
little differences iwhich wvhere vifible a-
mongft -them, wereuinconfiderable is. re~
fpect of thofe many- things in.which:.they,
agreed. .: From ‘whence he:conclnded,. shat
the Spirit’ which' .aftuaved - any.  Spect

was. ona: and . the. famo ;. only .diftyibuted
among {o many.Hearts, ds therg: wiefe Ln-
dividuals in thar Species; fo.thatsifiie wene
poffible . for all:'that. Spirit, whicli'3 fo,
divided among {o many:Hearts, @ be.Col-

. le@ed. intb one. Recepracle, it -would bgiall

the. fame ;thing; juft as!if any. ofie Liquor

" {hould be pour’d. out.into feveral :Pifhes

and .afterwards, put.all together,again, in
one Veffel ; this -Liquar would -filli bg |
the fime, -as well when it was divided,
as.when it was altogether, only.in tefpect

‘of that! divifion; iy may: be faid in {ome

fort ta: be Multiplied;; By this- way of
Contemplation khe perceiv’d that;a whole
Species was -One ~and,:the , famp thing,
and ,chat <he Multiplicity of Individuals
in, the fame Speaes s, like the Mulpli-

) N ' ciLy
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62 Hai Ebn Yokdhatt; -~
plicity of Parts in the fame Perfan, which
indeed are not aemy [%. e. are only Oze.]
§. 35. Then he reprefeated in his Mind,
all_ the feveral kinds of Animals, and per-
ceiv'd that Senfatiom, and Nutrition; and
the Power of moving frecly where they
pleas’d, was common to them all:,.wb.h:g
A&ions he was affur’d before, were all. ve-
:go?m‘per to the Animial Spirit, and that
e lefler things in which they differ'd
(novwithftanding their agreement in thefe
greater, ). were not fo proper to that Spi-
rit. . From this confideration he concludedy
that it was only Ome and the fame Angi-
mal Spirit, which AGuated all living Crea-
tures whatfoever, tho' there was in ita s+
tle difference, which' each Species <laim'd
as -peculiar to it felf. For inftance, fup-
pofe the fame Water.be pour’d out into
different Veffels, that which is in this Vefs

fel may poffibly be fomething -warmer

than that which is in another, the’: ‘ts
the fame Water #ill, and fo every degree
of Heat and Cold in" this Water in the

feveral Veflels, will reprefent the Specifick
difference which there 1s in Animals : And
as that Water is all ene and the fame, {0
is that ‘Animal Spirit Ose , ‘tho’ in- fome
refpet there is a’fort of Multiplicity. -And
fo “under this Notion he look'd upon the
whole Species of living Creatures, to be alk

One. ‘ L
o - § 36:
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§. 36. Afterwards Coatemplatiog the
different Species of Plagts, as he had
done before of Animals, he perceivid
that the Individuals of every Species
were alike, both in their Boughs,
Leaves, Flowers, Fruits, and manger -of .
Growing. And comparing them with
Animals, he found that there muft neceds
be forfie one thing which they did-all of
them partake of, which wasqthe fame to
them that the Animal Spirit was to the
living Creature, and that in refpedt of
That they .were all One. Wherenpon, ta-
king a view of all the feveral kinds of
Plants, he. conclpded - that they were all
Oae-and the fame,; by reafon of shat A~
greement which- e found in their. A&i-
ons, véz., their Nourilhment and Grow-
. : - Lo
§. 27. Then he Comprehended in one
fingle Conception, the whole kinds of A-
nimals and Plants together, and found
that_they were both alike in' their Nutrj-
tion ancg’ Growing, only the Animals ex-
celld the Plants in Senfation and-, Appre-
henfion; and yet he had fometimes ob.
fervd fomething like it in Plants, vis,
" -That fome Flowers do surn themfelves
. towards the Syn, and that the Plants ex-
i tend their Roots, that way the Nourifh-
|, Ment comes, and fomeother fuch like things,
from whence 1t appear’d to him that Plant;
an
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‘and: Ammals, were “One and the ﬁlme, in

réfpet of that One thing which was Cotn-
mon to them both ; which was indeed

. ~more perfe&t in the One, and more ob-

ftrufted and reftrained in the other; like

Water that is partly running: and partly-

‘frozen” So that he coricluded that Plants
and and Animals -were all Oze, -

- §.738.* He néxt confider’d thofe BOdlCS,
‘whi¢h- have neither Senfe, Nutrition nor
‘Gtow‘th, fuch as Stones, harth Air, and
Blame, “Which ti¢ perceiv’d had all"of them
“Three Dimenfions, viz. Lexgth,: Breadth,
‘and-Thitkne[s', and “that their ,dxﬂ'erences
‘confifted only -in- this; ‘that fome of them
‘were' Colour'd, - othérs not, forive  were
Wzrrm, others &old and the like.- - He ob-
ferv'd’ that - thofe  -Bodies which: were
Warm, grew Cold, and on the contrary,
that” thofe which Were Cold grew Warm, .
He faw- that- Water was rarified into Va«

porvs, nd V apours-again Condens’d" into
W»atgr -dnd’-¢huaeifuch things as weie
Burn’t, ‘were' tarit'd " into Coals, -Afhes,
Plitne and Smoak; -and-if in ifs ‘Afcent it
were'intefeepted: byaan Arch of-Stone or: the
fike, it-thickhed there’ and was like other’
Grofs, Farthlyubftaricés. From ‘whence
it 'appear'd to. him ‘that; all, things were
ir‘Reality, Oze}-tho’ maultiplied and. diver-
{ified in Gmeé certdin refpe&s, as the Plants

and- Anunals were. - .
i § 39 T hen
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- § 38. Then confidéting with him.-
felf, what that common thing muft. b
in which thé Samenefs of the Animals
Plants did -confift ; 'he faw that it muft
be fome Body, like thofe Bodies, which
had & Threefold Dimenfion, ¢ Length,
Breadth, -and Thickne(s; dnd that whe-
ther i¢ were Hot ot Cold, it was like One
of thofe -other Bodies which have neither
Senfe nor Nutrition, and differ'd from them
only in thofe Operations which arife’ from
the- Organical parts of Plints and Anjmals:
And thar; in all likelihood, thofe Opera-
tions were not Effential, but " deriy'd
frotm fomething elfe. So that if thofe O-
perdtions -were to be cemmanicated to
thofé other Bodies, they twould be like -
this. Confidering it therefore abfiraltedly,
with regard to its Effence only, as {fiript
of thofe Operations, which at firft fight
feem’d to flow from it, ke perceiv’d that
it was a Bady, of thie fame kind, with thofe
ether Bodies ; 'upon which Contemplation
it appear'd ¢o him that all Bodies, as well
thofe that had Life, as thofe that had nor,
as well thofe that mov'd, as thofe thar
refted in their Natural plice§ were Ore ;
only there were fome Adltions in fome of
them, which proceeded from their Organi-
cal Parts; concerning which A&ions he
could not yet determine whether they were
Eflential, or deriv’d. fr%xg fomething withs
. oyt
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out; "Fhus he:comtinu'd, confidering no-.

thing but the Natuge of Bodies, and b
this mieans he percejv’d, that whereasat fir
fight,” Things had appear’d to ;him, inou-
'mei'abT&gr’;g not to be comprehended ; Vaw,
he difcovered the whale Mafs and Bulk of
Creatires were ip Reality only .One, -

§ 40, He congimw’d in-this Qpiniorn a
(ioixﬁ_g?rhble timg., Then he confider'd all
Jorts of, Bodies,both A nimate and Inanimate,
which ooe while {een’d to him.gp be One;
andanother, agreat grany. And.he:fpund:thay
all of; them-had a:Tendency: either *up-
'Wérd,h. as Smoak, Flame, and -Air, when
detain’d under Water ; :or -elfe; dovaward,
as Water, pieces.of Harth, or Pars, of Az
nimals and Plants:and.that noag of thefe
de?, ‘were free fiom one orgther.of thefe
Tendencies, or would ever lye fiill; unlefs
hinder'd by fome: other Body, -and. inter-
rupted in their courfe yas-when,for inftance,
a Stone in-its fall is fiopp’d by the folidity:
and hardnefs of thie Barehy whea “ts plain
it would otherwife- copsinve fil] defcend,
isg ; o' Smoak fill continues:going up-
wards, and if it: fhould be intereepted by
a folid Arch, it would divide boch tb-the

~ right and left, and {o.foon as it was freed

from .the Arch, -would ftill continue. a~-
fcending; and pafs through the Air, which
is not {olrd enough: to reftrain it. Sowhen
a Leathern Bottle is:fill'd- with Air and
- ' e ftoppd
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flopp’d up_ clofe, if you hold it under Wa-
ter ; it will fill firive to get up, 'till it re-
turns to irs place of Air; and then
it refts, and its reluCtancy and propenfity
to afcend, ceafes. - S
~ § 41. He then enquird whether or no
he could find any Body that was at any
time deftitute of both thefe Motions, or a
Tendency toward them, but he con_lzi}_ﬁnd

none fuch,. amongr all Bodies which he .
hdd about him. The reafon of this En-

. quiry was, becaufé he was very defirous

to know the Nature of Body; “as fuch,
abftrated 'from all manner of Qualities,
from whence arifes Multiplicity or Diver=
fity' of Kinds. But when he found this
too difficult a Task for him, and he had
examin’d thofe Bodies which had the few-
eft Qualities, and ‘could find- none of
them void of one of thefe. two’, viz.
Heavinefs or Lightnefs; he proceeded ‘to
confider the Nature of thefe two Proper-
ties, ‘and-to examin whether they did be-
long 'to- Body gquatenus, Body, or elfe to
fome other Quality fuperadded to Body.
Now it feem’d plain to him, that Gravizy
and Lewity, did not belong to Body as fuch;
~for if fo, then no Body could fubfift with-
‘out them both : whereas on_the contrary,
- we find Heavy Bodies, which are void of
“all' Lightnefs, aad alfo fome Light Bodies

which are void of all Heavinefs, and yet
' Ez = with-
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without: doubt they both are Bodées; in
each of which there is fomething fuperad-
ded to Corporeity, by which they are diftin-
guifb’d one from the other, and that makes
the difference betweeni them, otherwife
they would be both one and the fame
thing, in_every refpeft. From whence it
dppear’d plainly, that the Effence both
o¥ an Heavy, and Light Body was com~
posd of .two things; One, which was
commoi to-them both, viz. Corporeity, the
other, by which they are. diftingui{b’d one
from the-other, viz. Gravity in the one,
and Levisy 'in the other, which were fu-
peradded to the Effence of Corporeity.

" §. 42. In like magner he canfider'd o-
ther Bodies, both Animate and Inapimate,
and found their Elfence eonfifted in.Cor-
poreity,. and. in fome, onc thing, or more
fuperadded to it. And_thus he attain’d a
Notion of the Forris of Bodies, accerdin
to their differences.  Thefe were the ﬁrl%
things he found out, belongigg to the Spi-
ritual World ; for thefe Forms are not the
objets of Senfe, but are apprebended by
IntelleGtual ‘Speculation. Now among o-

“ther things of this kind which he difco~
verd, it appeard to him that the Awimal

Spirit, which'is Seal’d in the Heart (as
we have mention’d before) muft neceffari-
ly have fome Quality fuperadded to its Cor-
poriety, which rendred it capable of thofe

wonder-

.¥ '..
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wonderful Ations; different Senfationsand
Ways of apprehenMing Things, and va.
rious forts of Motion% "and that this Qualiry
‘muft be'its Form, by whichit isdiftinguifh’d
from other Bodies (whichis the fame that
the Philofophers call the Senfitive Soul) and
fo in Plants, that which was in them the
fame that radical Moiftute was in Beafts,
was fomething proger to them, which was
their Form, which the Philofopbers call the
VegetativeSoul. And that there was alfo
in imnimate things, (viz. all Badies, be-
fides ‘Plants’and Animals, which are in

* this fublunary World) fomething peculiar

to them, by the Power of which, every one
of them perform’d fuch Aé#ions as were pro- .
r toit; namely, various fortsof Motion,

‘ and different kinds of fenfible Qualities, and |

that thing was the Form of every one of
them, and this is the fame which the Phi.
lofophers call Nasure. .
. §.43- And when' by -this . ffontempla-
tion ic:appear’d to. him plawly, that
the ttue Bflence of ' that Animal Spirit,
which he had been fo" intent, ‘was com-
ded of Corporeity, and forne other
Quality faperadded to that Corporeity, and
that it had its Carporeity iff common with
other Bodies; but that this other Quality
which was fuperadded, ‘'was peculiar to 1t
felf: Immediarely Jfe ilighted and defpis'd
the Notion of Cor veit}g -andappliéd him-

g
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felf wholly to that other fuperadded Qua-
lity (which is the fame that we call the
Soul) the Nature of which heearneﬁ{y de-
fired to know. Therefgte he ﬁxg a cohis
Thoughts upon it, and began his Con-
tem;ﬁgtion w;i)toh confidering all Bodies, not
.as Bodies, but as endu’d with Forms, from
_whence neceffarily flow ‘thefe Properties,
by which they are diftingui{h"d one from an-

other, : ; :
. §. 44. Now by following up this Notion,
and comprehending it in his Mind, he per+
ceiv’d thatall Bodies had one Form incom-
mon, from whence one or more A&ioms
did proceed. And thatthere were fome of
thefe, which tho’ they agreed with
all the reft in that one common Form, had
. another Form befides fuperadded te it, from
" whence fome A&ions proceeded. And fur-
ther, that there was another fort, which
agreeing with the reft in.thofe two.Forms
which they had, was @&ill diftinguith'd
" .. from them by a third. Form, fuperadded
 tothofe other two, from whence alfo pro-
-Céeded fome A&ions. For inftance, all
Terreftrial Bodies, as Earth, Stones, Mi-
nerals, Plants, Animals, andall otherhca-
vy Bodies, do make up one in Number,
whichagree in the iame Form, fromwhence
flows the Property of defeending continually,
whilft there is nothing to hinit their Def«
cent:, And whenfoever:they are forcd to

move
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move -upwards,: if ‘they dre left to them.
felves,. they'immedidtély, by the Power of
their' Forn, tenddownwards againg::Now,
. fome part of this Number, viz. Plantsand
- Animats,. tho’ ‘they do: agree wich alk that
Mulcitude before mention'd, in that Form.;
yet fill have .anéther - Fws fupéradded “to
it, from whence flow Nurition and Atcre=
tion. -Now the meaning: of Nutrition isy
when theBody that -is nourifh’d, fubfti-
tutes in theroom of that which isconfumd
and wafted -from it felf, fomething of the'
like kind, which it draws to it felf, and
then converts into its own Subftance. Hecres
tion, - er Growing, is a Motion accordinhg'
to the three Dimenfions, viz.Length,Breadth,
and Thicknefs, in a due Proportion.!  And
thefe two A&ions are common to Plants
and Animals, and do without doubt {pring
from"that Form which is common ta themn?
both, whichis what we call the Vegerstyue
Soul. Now part of this ‘Multitude, i,
Animals; ‘tho’ they-bave the firft ‘andfe-
~cond: Forms in common with the reft, have
fill a chird Form fuperadded, from which
arife Senfation and' Local Motion. Befides,'
he perceiv’d that every particular- Spéeids of'
Amimals, had fome Property whiely diftin--
gui(b’d ie, and made it quite different from

the reft, and he knew that this Difference:
mulk asife from fome Form peculiar to thiat
~ Specsesy whicli was fuperadded-to'the Na-- -
I E 4 tion
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tion of that Form which it had incommen
with the reft of Animals. And the likehe -
faw_happen'd to the foperal kinds of
Plants. . S
§. ?‘5, -And it was evident to him, that

the Effences of thofe fenfible Bodies, which
are-in this {ublunary World, had fome of
them mare Qualities fuperadded to' their
Corporeity, and others, fewer. Now. he
knew that the Underftanding of the few-
¢r, muft needs be more eafie to him, than
the: Underftanding of thofe which were
- morein aumber. And therefore he andea-

vour’d to- geta true Notion of the Farm of

fomee one. thing, whofe Effence was the

moft fimple and uncompounded. - Now he -
perceivid that the Effence of Animal$ and

Plants confifted of @ great manyProperties,

becaufe of the great variety of theiz Ope-

rations ; for which reafon, he defesr’d - the

enquiring into their Forms, As for the

Parts of the Earsh, he faw that fome of

them were more fimple than others, and

theyefore refolvd .to begin his Bnquiry

with the moft fimple of all.  So he perceiv'd
that Warer was a ¢hing, whofe Effence was

not compounded of many Qualitigs, which

appear’d from the Paucity of thofe A&ions

which arife from its Form. The' fame

he likewife obferv'd ipn the Fire,.and Air, |

6. 46. -Now hebad a Notion before, that
Al thefe -four might. be chang'd' one inta.

L 5 . anQ-
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* another ; al:‘gg thegé‘gre ththert; "mluﬁ be
- fome one thing which jointly par-
. ticipated ‘of, and that _ﬂ;}; t‘hiﬁgy %aas
Corporeity. Now ’twas neceffary, thae
this.one thing which. was common tothem
all, ‘fhould be‘altogether free from thofe
Quabities, by which thefe four wer® diftin-
guifb’d one from the. other; and be rei-
ther. ‘denvy nor light; hot mor cold ; -moift
“gor dry.; begaufe :none of -thefe-Qualities
were common ' te all Bodies, and theréfore
could not appertain to Body as fuch. And
that ifit were poffible to find any fuch Bo-
dy, in which there was no other Form fu-
ded to Corpereity, it would have none
- of thefe Qualities,, hor indeed any other
but what were common o all Bodies, with
- what Form foever endud. He conéder'd
therefore. with himfelf, to fee if he counld
find any-one -Adjunét. or Property which
was comsmnon to all Bpdies, both animate
and..inanimate; but he found nothing’;:gf
that. Nature, but only the Notion of ‘Ex-
tenflon, amd that he perceiv’d was common
toall - Bodies, .- wiz, ‘That they had all of
them ‘levgth, breadth, and thicknefs. Whence
he gather'd, that this Property belbng'd to-
dy, as Body. However, Ins Seafe could
ot reprefent to him any Body exiftent in
Mature, ‘which had thisonly Adjun&, and
was.voud. of all ather Forms: For h¢-faw
woE " thae
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that evory one of them hag fome othee Qua-
lity. fuperadded to the {id Extenfion, - -
§.47. Ehen he confider’d further,whether
this Three-fold Exsenfion, was the very. Ef---
fence-of. Body or not ; .4nd quickly found, -
that befides this Extenfion, there was ano-
ther, in. which this Extenfion .did ewift,
and- that  this Extesfion could . not
fubfift by it felf, as alfo the Body which
was ‘extended , ..could not fubfift. by it
felf without Extenfion. This he experi- .
mented jn fome of shofe fenfible Bodies.
whichrare endu’d with Forms ; for Exam-
ple, 4n . Clay : Which he perceivd, when
oulded -into amy Figure, (Spherical fug.
pofe) hadin it a certain Proportion, Length,
Breadth, and Thicknefs. But then if you
took that very fame Ball; and reduc’d it in~
tpa Cubical or Oval Figure, the Dimea-
fions were chang'd., and did-net rewin

~ the fame Proportiop whichthey had before,

and yet the Clay. flill remain’d the famef
without, 2ny Change, only that it was ae-
ceffary for. .itto be extended into . Length,
Breadth, and Thicknefs, in fome Propor-

tion .ov; other, and not be depriv’d of . |

s, Dimeadions : Yet it was plain to him
from the fucceffive Alterations - of them
in tha fame Body, that they-were diftin@
from ghe Clay itfelf ; .as alfo, that bee -
caufe -the Clay could not -be.altogether -
without them, it appear'd to him that it
- . © be-

N



w TETST TEmSITS SYTE e —S e T —m—

' HaiEbn Yokdhan, o

k belong’dtoits Efignee.  And thus from this
Experiment itappear’d to him, that Body
confider'd as Body,was compounded of two
Prdperties: The one of which reprefents
the Clay, of which the Sphere was made;
The other,. the Three .E;qeﬁop. of it, -

- whenform’d into a Sphere, Cube, -or what
other Figure foever. . Nor was it poflible
to conceive Body, but as confifting of thefe
two Propetums; neither of which could fub-
fift -wathout the .other, But that one
(namely, that of Expenfion) which was
liable to-Change, and could fucceffive.

ly put on different Fignres , «did repre-
{}f,nt the Form in all thoE Bodies whichhad -
Forms. And that other which fill abode
in the'fame State, (which was the Cly), i
our.- laft Ypftance) did reprefent Cor,
reity, which is in all tes,  of what
Fornrs foever., Now that -which we. call

- Clayin, the £ ing. Inftance; is the fame
* which the. l’ms ‘call Matoria prims,
[the fieft Macter] and v, which is whel-
ly defticure of all manper.of Forms, . - :
§.48...When his Coatemplagion. had pro- A
ceeded thus far, gnd. he was got 1o _fome
diftance from{en(ible Objeéts, and was now
jalt ypon the Cogfines of the inecleQual
- World;hediffident,pad inclin’d rather.to the
fenfible Werld, which; he was more ufed to.
Therefore he retic’d from the Coaﬁde:ation%
. ’ O

e
M o S TEE



-

76 T Elfry o

‘of abftralted, d, (fince he found that his

Sen by no means reach it, nei-
‘ther could he compréhend it) and applied
himfelf to the Confideration of the moft
fimple fenfible Bodies he could find, which
were thofe four, about which he had been
exertis'd.: And firft of al] he confider’d the
Water, whichhe found, if lét alone in that
‘Candition which its Form requird, had
thefe two things in it, @iz, Senfible Cold,
and a -Propenfion“to move downwards :
Buit if heated by the Fire or the Sun, its
Coldnefs was remot’d, but its Propenfion
to'move downwards ftill remain'd’: But af-
terwards, when it came to be more vehe-
mently -heared, it loft its tendency down-
wards, and mounted upwards ; and-o it
was whelly depriv’d of both thofe Proper-
ties which us'd cbn&anﬁilto'proceed from
it, and from its Form: Nor did he know

any thing more of its Form, but only that -

thefé two 'A&ions proceeded from thence;

.and when thefe two ceasd, the Natureof

the Forai was alter’d, and the watry Form
was termov'd frort that Body, ‘fince there
appeard ‘in it- Acions, ‘which muft needs

- bwe dhiéir Origin toanother Form.' "Ehere-

fore it muft have recdivid amcther Form
whichhad not beenthére before,from which
arofe thofe A&ions, 'which never ts'd toap-
peat in it whilfkit hadthe other Form.

¢ 4%
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Now he lsew ghar ¢
thgt \3as produc'd apew,, muﬁ',‘;y m

fome Producer. - And. from this quﬁ:m,,

glauon. there arpfe in

preflion of the Makq- of that
tho his Notion of him, as yet was gencraf
and indiftin&. ‘Then he pausd on the €x-

amining, of thefp Fo hlch .he khew

before, one by ane, and 'found thac t
were, ’producd anew , and tha oy

muft of neceffity. 'be beholden to’ roﬁ |

efficient Caufe. “Thenheconfider'd the B~
fences of Forms, and found that they ‘were
nothing elfe, but only a Di £{)ol' tion, of Ba-
dy to produce fuch ot fuch Actions, . Fgf in-
ftance, Water, when very much hw;ed,
difpos’d: ta:rife upwards,: and that Dxfpoﬁ-
tion is its Form. For there is nothing

reﬁnt in this Motiog, bt Body, and

things which are obf bc? fo-arie

from xt, n%fch werc not in it beforg (fiich
and Motians) and the Effi-

cxem:s which produce them. Now the fit-
nefs.of Body for gne Motion rather.than
"another, s its’ Dto?mm and Formi,. 'The

famehe o?cl d altlhgtheglprm and

it .ap ta him, that thole AQions
whxcl?:gfc fmtham, were ot in reality

ing to them, but to"the efficient Canfgy

who made ufe of thefe Forms to produce
thofe AQians which are atwibuted tothem,
[f.e. the Forms] thch Notion of hxs

P WP
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ise the fame wmh what God’s A
me?%zmmﬂ] faysi I 2m his Hanngp%-
which Be Hears, and Im Seeing by which be fées.
And iy the Attm'm' ‘Fou did not Bill shem,
but God kP d them’, 4 “twhen " thos threweft the
Disrrs; n' wis not fbvtr that tbnwgﬁ tbem but
God.”

"§. 50, 'Now, when He had attamd thus
far, {o a8 to have 2 general and indiftin&
Notlon of this Agewt; he'had 4 moft earn-
eft Defire ‘to know him' diftinly.- And
becaufe he had not -as'yet withdrzwn him-
felf from the fenfible World, he 'began to
look ‘fot this voléntar by .Agem‘ among fenfi-

eds yet know, ‘whe-
ther | uwas one A%cm: ormany. - Fherefore
he‘enquird fridly‘into all uch Bodiesas
be had about him, #iz. thofe which he had
been - emiploy’d abtsut all along, and he
found that they Weré ‘all liable to ‘Genera-
tioriand Corruprion i And if there twere any
which ‘did not fuffer 2 total Cotruption,
yer they” 'were lidblg to" a’ partial one, as -
. Watér “and Earih; ‘thé" parts of- whith are
confum’d by Fire. Likewife. h percéiv'd
that the " 4ir was by edtremit “of - -Cold
ch%mg’d into Snow, and .then ~agaiit into
Witer; and amofg-all the reft of the Bo-
@ics ‘Wwhich he wds“tonverfint' with, he
could find none which had not its Exic
ftence anew, and requir'd fome wolunrary
Agent to giveit a Bemg Upon which-ac-
count




- old:

. M EbnYokdhin.  »g-

count he laid them all afide, and tranf-

ferrd his Thoughts to.the Confideration of
the ‘Heavenly Bodies. And chuns far-he
reach’d in his Contemplations, about the
end of the fourth Septenary of -hws -Agé,
wiz. when 'he now cight and twenti Years
§.831. Now he knew: very well; that
the Heavens, and :al}- the Luminaries in
them, were Bodies,;" becaufe they avere all
extended according .to the threeDimen.
fions Ysengsh, Br h?‘rédt'!ll‘hickdé&,:withz _
Ot any: €XCEpLion ;. ar at every .thin
that w{ls fo” extended, was -Bady.; e'rgwg,
they were all -Bodies - Then he confider'd
nexy, whether they were extended infinite-
ly,-as to ftretch ‘themfelves to an.-endlefs
I’.-'cngth, Breadth and Thicknefs ;- or; whe-
ther they were circuniferib’d by apy Limits,
and - termimated by ‘fome certain Bounds,
beyond which there could be no Bxtenfion.
Buthete he ftop’d a” while, as in. a, kind "of -
Amazement.. - = Ce e e
-§. §2.. Atlaft, by the. firength of his Ap-
and -Sagacity of -his Under -

ion
 flanding, he perceiv’d that the Nosion. of
ftandin

-Bedy-was: abfurd -and impedible,

‘and a Notjon wholly intelkgible, e con-

firm’d Kimfelf in this' Judgment of -his, by
a great many Arguments which -ocomrr’d
sohim, when he.thus argwed with: him-
felf. . That this heavenly Body is. serminased

.. on

F
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Onthis fide which i next to me, is evident te

wy fight : And that it cannot be infinitely ex.

tended on _that oppofite: fide; which rais'd this

Scruple -im me; 1 prove thus. Swuppofé -two

Lsnes drawn fyom the Extremsty of shis Hea.

venly Body, om that ‘terminated Side which is

;ext 10 me, which Lines fbould be prodiscd -

guite throagh this Bedy, in- infinitum, ac- -

cording to the Extenfion of the Body j thes

f Mf a long part of oneof thefe Limes, ent

3 at this which is next to me ;, then
take the Remainder of what was cut off, and
draw down that end of it where it way cwt off;
and lgy It even with the end of the
Lint from which there was nothing cut off
and let that Line which was [borswed, I;tebpo-
valltd -with. the other ; thew f[uppofe thews
through. shis. Body, till. you come to that, frde

_ which fpe ;ﬁppos’d to be .infinite : Either you

- wil fied both thefe Lines- snfiwitely extended,
and thep one of thews cannos be [boxter shan
the other , but that which had a part of it
cut off, will be as long as that which was
not, which is . abfurd: . -Or el/é .the-Line
which was cut will wot be fo long. as. that
other, and confequently finite: Therefore - if
Jow adA that part: to: it which was cas’

- from it as firit, which was finite, thé whole
will be finite ; and then it will be no longer or
Jhorter “than that Line which bad weshing cut
off from iz, therefore -equal tost : Bus thisis
finite, therefore the dther is finite, ﬁerefolr]f

the
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#h¢ Body in which fuch Lines are drawn is finite,

“and all Bodies in which ﬁa”: ‘Lines may be

drawn, are finite - But fuch Lines may P drawn

in all Bodies. ~Therefore if we ' [uppofé an in-
finite Body; we fappofe an Abfurdity and Im-

. jaﬂibiliy.

"§. §2. When. by the ﬁngﬁlar ftrength of

his"Genius, (which he exerted in the find-
'i_r}%o_ﬂt fuch a Demonftration) he had fa-
tisfied him{elf that the Body of Heaven .
‘Was finite; he defired, in the next place, to
know what Figure it was of, and how it
was limited by the circumambient Super-~
ficies. " And firlt he obferv’d the Sun, Moon
and. Stars, and faw that they all rofe
: the Ea{%, and fer in the Weft; and -
thofe which went " right over his Head .
defcrib’d a’ great Circle, but thofe at a
greater diftance from the Vertical Point,
either. Northward or Southward , de-
fcrib’d aleffer Circle. So that the leaft Cir-
cles which were defcrib’d by any of the
Stars, were thofe two which went round
the two Poles, the one North , " the other
South ; the laft of which is the Circle of
 Sohast or ‘Canopus ;- the firft, the Circle of
thofe two Stars which are called in Arabick
Alpherkadini. . Now becaufe he liv’d under
the EquinoCtial Line, (as we fhew’d be-
fore) all thofe Circles did cut the Horizon
at mghe -Angles, and both Ngrth and South
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were alike to him , and he could fee both
the Pole-Stars : He obferv’d, that if a
Star agpfe t any time in a great Circle,
and another Star at the fame in a leffer
Circle, yet neverthelefs, as they rofe to-
ether, fo they fet together: and he obs
erv'd it of all the Stars, and at all times.
From whence he concluded , that the
Heaven was of a Spherical Figure ; in
which Opinion he was confirm’d, by ob-
ferving the Return of the Sun, Moon and
Stars to the Eaft, after their Setting ; and
alfo, becaufe they always appear’d to
him of the fame bignefs, both when they
rofe, and when they were in the midft of
Heaven, and at the time of their Setting ;
whereas, if their Motions had not been
Circular, they muft have.been nearer to
fight, at fome times than others ; and confe-
quently their Dimenfions would have ap-
gear’d proportionably greater or leffer;
ut fince there was no fuch Appear-
ance, he concluded- that their Motipns
were - Circular. Then he confider'd the
Motion of the Moon and the Planets
from Weft to Eaft, til! at laft he under-
{flood a great part of Aftronomy. Be-
fides, he apprehended- that their Motions
were in different Spheres , all which were
comprehended in another which was above
them all, and which turn’d about all the reft
in the fpace of a Day anu a Night. But it
: : 100
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were too tedious to explain particularly
how headvanc'd in this Science; befides, *tis
taught in other Books ; and what wg have
' already faid, is as much as is requiﬁte for
- our prefent purpofe. . .
§. 53. When he had attain’d to this
' degree of Knowledge, he found that the
- whole Orb of the Heavens, and wHatfoever -
'~ was contain’d in it, . was as one Thing

compalted and join’d together; and that
all thofe Bodies which he us’d to confider
. before, as Earth, Water, Air, Plants, Ani-
mals and the like, were all of them {o con-
tain’d in it, as never to go out of its
Bounds: And that the whole was like
One Animal, in which the Luminaries re-

prefented the Senfes; The Spheres fojoin'd

and compalted together, anfwer’d to the
Limbs ; and the Sublunary World, to the
Belly, in which the Excrements and Hu-
mors are contain’d, and which oftentimes
preeds Animals, as the Greater World.
~ §..54- Now when it appear’d to him,
that the whole World was only One Sub-
flance, depending upon a Voluntary Agent,
and he had united all the Parts of it, by the
fame way of thinking which he had before
made ufe of in confidering the Sublunary
World; he propos’d to his Confideration
the World in General, and debated with
. himfelf, whether it did exift in Time, after -
it had been ; and came to _Be,F out of nothing
. . 2 or
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. or whether it had been frofit Eternity,

without any Privation preceeding it. Con-

cerningrthis Matger, he had very many and

great Doubts; fo that neither of thefe

too Opinions did prevail over the other.
For when he propos’d to himfelf the Be-

lief of its Eternity, there arofe a great many

Obje&ions in his Mind; becaufe he thought

that the Notion of Infinite Exiftence was* |

prefs’d with no lefs Difficulties, than that

- of Infinite Extenfion : And that fuch a
Being as was not free from Accidents pro-

duc’d a-new, muftalfo it felf be produc’d’
anew, becaufe it cannot be faid to be: -

more ancient than thofe Accidents?

And that which cannot exift before Accis’

dents produc’d in Time, muft needs itfelf!

be preduc’d in Time. Thenon the other:

hand, when he propos’d to' himfelf the Be-
lief of its being produc’d a-new, other.
Objections occur’d to him ; for he perceiv’d

that it was impoffible to conceive any Noti-: _

onof its being produc’d a-new, unlefs it was
fuppos’d that there was Time before it;:
' whereas Time was one of thofe things
which belong’d to the World, and was in-
feparable from it ; and therefore the World

could not be fupposd to be later than-

Time. Then he confider’d, that a Thin
Created muft needs have a Creator: An
if fo, Why did this Creator make the
World. now, and not as well before? Was.
it ‘becaufe of .any new Chance which
hap-

o
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‘happend to him? That could not be; for
there. was nothing exiftent befides him-
felf. 'Was it then upon the Account of any
Change in his.own Nature ? But what
thould caufe that Change ? Thus he continu-
ed for feveral Years,arguing proand cosabout
this Matter ; and a great many Arguments
offer’d themfelves on both fides, fo that
neither of thefe two Opinions in his Judg.
ment over-balanc’d the other.

§. 55. This put him to a great deal of
% made him begin to con.
fider with himfelf, what were the Confe- -
uences which did follow from each of thefe
gpinions, and that perhaps they might be
both alike. And he perceiv’d, that if he '
held that the World was created in Time,"
and exifted after a total Privation, it would
neceffarily follow from thence, that it could
not exift of it felf, without the help of
fome Agent to produce it. And that this
Agent muft npeeds be fuch an one as
cannot beapprehended by our Senfes; for
if he fhould be the Obje& of Senfe, he muft
be Body, and if Body, then a Part of the
World, and confequently a Created Being;
fuch an one, as would have ftood in need
of fome other Caufe to create him: and if
that fecond Creator was Body, he would
depend upon 2 third, and that third upon
upon a fourth, and fa 44 infinitam, which
is abfurd. Since therefare thlc;. World ftands
o - &3 mn-
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in need of an incorporeal Creator : And
fince the Creator thereof is really incor-
poreal , ’tis impoffible for us to appre-
hend him by any of our Senfes; for we
-perceive nothing by the help of them but
Body, or fuch Accidents as adhere to Bodies:
And becaufe he cannot be perceiv’d by the
Senfes, it is impoffible he fhould be appre-
_hended by the Imagipation; for the Ima-

. gination does only reprefent to-'us the

. Forms of things in their abfence, which we
have before learn’d by our Senfes. And

fince he is not Body, we muft not attribute

tp him any of the Properties of Body; the

firft of which is Extenfion, from which he

is free, as alfo from all thofe Properties of

Badies which flow from it. And feeing that

he is the Maker of the World, doubtlefs he

hasthe Sovereign Command overit. Shefl
not be know it | that creared it ¢ He is wife,

Omnifcient !

- §.56. On theother fide, he faw that if he
" held the Eternity of the World, and that
it always was as it now is, without any
Privation before it; then it would follow,
that its Motion mult be Eternal too; be-
caufe there could be no Reft before it, from
whence it might commence its Motion.
Now all Motion neceflarily requires a
Mover ; and this Mover muft be either a
Power diffus’d through the Body mov'd,
or elfe through fome other Body without it,

- ' or
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or elfe a certain Power, not diffus’d or

difpers’d through any Body at all. Now

every Power which pafleth, or is diffus'd,

through any BOdi, is divided or doubled.

For Inftance ; ‘The Gravityin a Stone, by

which it tends downwards, if you divide

the Stone into two parts , is divided into

two parts alfo; andpaif you add to it an-

other like it, the Gravity is doubled. And-
if it were poffible to add Stones in infini-

tum, the Gravity would increafe i» infini-

tam too. And if it were poffible, that

that Stone fhould grow ftill biglger, till it

reach’d to an infinite Extenfion , the.’
Weight ‘would increafe alfo in the fame
_proportion ; and if on the other fide, a-

Stone thould grow to a certain fize, and

ftop there, the Gravity would alfo in-

" - creafe to fuch a pitch, and no farther.,

Now itis demonftrated, thatall Body muft
neceflarily be finite; and confequently, that
Power which is in Body is finite too, If
therefore we can find any Power , which
-produces an Infinite Effec, ’tis plain that
it is not in Body. Now we find, that the
- Heav’n is mov’d about with a Perpetual
Motion, without any Ceffation. Therefore
if we affirm the Eternity of the World, it .
neceffarily follows that the Power which
moves it, is not in its own Body, nor in
the other Exterior Body ; but proceeds

from fomething altogether abftratted from
‘ - Fg4 Body,
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Body , and which cannot be defcrib’d by
Corporeal Adjunéts or- Properties. Nowr
he had learn’d from his firft Contem-
plation of the Sublunary World, that the
true Effence of Body confifted in its Forms,
which is its Difpofition to feveral forts
of Motion ; .but that Part of its Effence
which confifted in Marter was very mean,
and fcarce poflible to be conceivd ;
therefore the Exiftence of the whole
World confits in its Difpofition to
be mov’d by this Mover, whs is free from.
Matter, and the Properties of Body ; abf-
"tralted from every thing which we can
cither perceive by our Senfes, or reach by
opr Imagination. And fince he is the Effi-
cient Caufe of the Motions of the Hea-
- wens, In which ( notwithftanding their
_ feveral kinds) there is no difference, no
Confufion, no Ceffation ; without doubt he
has a Power over it, and a perfe&t Know-
" ledge of if. . . A
. §7. Thus his Contemplation this
W?, bronght him to the fame Conclufion
it did the other Way. So that doubtin
‘concerning the Eternity of the World, an
-its Exiftepce de.novo, did him no harm at
all.” For it was plain to him both ways,
that there was a Being, which was not
Body, nor join'd to Body , nor feparated
from it; nor within it, nor withoutit;
becaufe Conjunttion and Separation, and
‘ ' being



Hai Ebn ¥okdhan. - 8§'

- being’ within anfy thing, or without it, are

all Properties of Body , from which that

" Being is altogether abftrated. And becaufe

all Bodies ftand in need of a Form tq be

~ added to their Matter, as not being able to

fubfift without it, nor exift really ; and the
Form it felf cannot exift, but by this
Voluntary Agent, it appear’d to him that
all things ow’d their Exiftence to this
Agent; and that none of them could fub-
fit, but through him: andconfequently,
that he was the Caufe, and they the Ef-
feGts, (whether they were newly created
after a Privation, or whether they had no
Beginning, in refpe& of him, *twasall qne)
and Creatyres whofe Exiftence depended
upon that Being ; and that without his
Continuance they could not continue, nor
exift withqut his Exifting, nor have been .
eternal without his being Eternal; but
that he was -eflentially independent of
them, and free from them. And how fhould

it be qtherwife, when it is demonftrated, - .

that his Power and Might are infinite, and
that all Bodies, and whatfoever belongs to
them are finite ? Confequently, that the
whole World, and whatfoever was in it,
the Heavens, the Earth, the Stars, and
whatfoever was between them above
them, or beneath them, wasall his Work
and Creation, and pofterior to him in Na-
ture, if not in Time, As, if you take any
' © Body
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Body whatfoever in your Hand, and then
" move your Hand , the Body will without
doubt follow the Motion of your Hand,
with fuch a Motion as fhall be pofterior to
it in Nature, tho’ not in Time, becaufe
they both began together : So all this
World is caus’d and created by this Agent
out of Time, Whofe Command is, when he
would have any thing done, BE, and it is.

§.58. And when he perceivid that all
things whichdid exift were his Workman= .
fhip, helook’d them over again, confidering
attentively the Power of the Efficient, and
admiring the Wonderfulnefs of the Work-
- manthip, and fuch accurate Wifdom, and
fubtil Knowledge. And there appear’d to
- him in the moft minute Creatures ( much
more in the greater ) fuch Footfteps of
* Wifdom, and Wonders of the Work of
Creation, that he was fwallow’d up with
Admiration, and fully affur’d that thefe
-things could not proceed from any other,
than a Voluntary Agent - of infinite Per-
fetion, nay, that was above all Perfe&ion;
- fuch an one , to whom the Weight of the
leaft Atom was not unknown, whether in
Heaven or Earth ; no, nor any other thing,
whether leffer or greater than it. |

§. 59. Then he confider’d all the kinds of
Animals, and how this Agent had given
- fuch a Fabrick of Body to every one of
them, and then taught them how to ufe it.
' -~ For
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For if he had not direCted them to apply
thofe Limbs which he had given them, to
thofe refpe@ive Ufes for which they were
defign’d, they would have been fo far
from being of any -Service that they
would rather have beena Burden. From
whence he knew, that the Creator of
the World was fupereminently Bounti-
ful, and exceedingly Gracious. And
then when he perceiv’d among the Crea-
tures, any that had Beauty, Perfeltion,
Strength, or Excellency of any kind what-
ver, he confiderd with himfelf, and
knew that it all flow’d from that Volun-
tary Agent, (whofe Name be praifed) and
from his Effence and Operation. And he
knew, that what the Agent had in his own
Nature, was greater than that,"{ which he
faw in the Creatures,] more perfect and
compleat, more beautiful and glorious, and
more lafting ; and that there was no pro-
portion between the one and the other.
. Neither did he ‘ceafe to profecute this
Search, till he had run through all the At-
tributes of Perfe&ion, and found that the
were all in this Agent, and all flow’d from
him ; and that he was moft worthy to have
them all afcrib'd to him, above all the Crea-
tures which were defcrib’d by them.
§.60. In like manner he enquir'd into
_ all the Attributes of ImperfeQion, and per- -
ceivid that the Maker of the World ‘was

free
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free from them all: And how was i¢ poffible
for him to be otherwife, fince the Notion
of Imperfection is nothing but mere Priva-
tion, or what depends vponit? And how
can he any way partake of Privation, who
is very Effence, and cannot but exift; who
gives Being to every thing that: exifts,
and befides whom there is no Exiftence 2
But HE is the Being, HE is the Abfolute-
nefs, HE the Beauty, HE the Glory, HE
the Power, H E the Knowledge, + HE &
HE, and befides Him all things are fubjed to

. perifbing.

§. 61. ‘Thus far his Knowledge had
*brought him towards the end of the fifth
Septenary from his Birth, wviz. whea he
was 35 Yearsold. And the Confideration
of this Supream Agent was then fo rooted
in his Heart, that it diverted him from
thinking upon any thing elfe: and he fa
far forgot the Confideration of the Crea.
tures, and the Enquiring into their Na-

tures, thatas foon as e’er he caft his Eyes
upon any thing of what kind foever, he

immediately perceiv’d in it the Footfteps of
this Agent; and inan inftant his Thoughts
. were taken off from the Creature, and
and transferr’d to the Creator. So that he
was inflam’d with the defire of him, and
his Heart was altogether withdrawn from

Lo L

t Alcoran, Chap, Alkefus.

think':
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thinking upon this inferior World, which
' contains the Obje&s of Senfe, and wholly
taken up with the Contemplation of the
upper, Intellectual World. ‘
. 62. Having now attain’d to the Know-
: l'edge of this Supream Being, of Permanent
Exiftence, which has no Caufe of his own
Exiftence, but is the Caufe why all things
elfe exift ; he was defirous to know by
what Means he had attain'd this Know-
ledge, and by which of his Faculties he had
apprehended this Being. And firft he ex-
amin’d allhis Senfes, viz. his Hearing, Sight,
Smelling, Tafting and Feeling, and per-
ceiv’d that all thefe apprehended nothing
but Body, or what was in Body. “ For the
‘Hearing apprehended nothing but Sounds,
and thefe came from the Undulation of the
Air, when Bodies are ftruck one againft
another. The Sight, apprehends Colours.
"The Smelling, Odours, The Tafte, Savours.
And the Touch, the Temperatures and
Difpofitions of Bodies » fuch as Hardnefs
Softnefs’, Roughnefs and Smoothnefs.
Nor- does the Imagination apprehend any
. thing, but as it has Length, Breadth and
Thicknefs. Now all thefe things which are
thus apprehended , are the Adjun&s of
Bodies; nor can thefe Senfes apprehend
any thing elfe, becaufe they are Faculties
diffus’d through Bodies, and divided ac-
cording to the divifion of Bodies, and for
Ce : that
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that reafon cannot apprehend any thing
elfe but divifible Body. For, fince this’
Faculty is diffus’d through the vifible
Body, ’tis impoffible, but that when it

. apprehends any thing whatfoever, that
thing fo apprehended, muft be divided as
the Faculty is divided. For which Reafon,
no Faculty which is feated in Body, can
apprehend any thing but what is Body, or
init. Now we have already demonitra-
ted, that this neceffarily Exiftent Being is
free in every refpe&t from all Properties of
Body; and confequently not to be appre-
hended, but by fomething which isaeither
Body, nor any Faculty inherent in Body, nor
has any manner of dependance upon it, nor

~ iseither within it, or without it, nor join’d
to it, nor feparated from it. From whence

. it appear’d to him, that he had apprehended
this Being by that which was 'his Effence,
and gain’d a certain Knowledge of him.
And trom hence he concluded, that this
Effence was Incorporeal, and free from all
the Properties of Body. And that all his
External Part which he faw, was not in
reality his Effence ; by that his true Effence
was That , by which he apprehended that
Abfolute Being of neceffary Exiftence.

~  §.63. Having thus learn’d, that this
Effence was not that Corporeal Mafs
which he perceiv’d with his Senfes, and
was cloath’d with his Skin ’ he began to

: enter-
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entertain mean Thoughts of his Body, and
fet himfelf to' contemplate that Noble
Being, by which he had reach’d the Know-
ledge of that Superexcellent, and Neceffa-
rily exiftent Being; and began to confider

~ with himfelf, by means of that Noble

Effence of his, whether this Noble Effence
of his could poffibly be diffolv’d , or dye,
or be annihilated ; or whether it were of
perpetual duration. Now he knew that
Corruption and Diffolution were Properties
of Body, and confifted in the putting off
one Form, and putting on another. As for
Inftance : when Wateris chang’d into Air,
and Air into Water; or when Plants are
turn’d into Earth or Afhes, and Earth again
into Plants; ( for this is the true Notion of
Corruption. ) But an Incorporeal Being,
which has no dependance upon Body, but -
is altogether {ree from the Accidents pro-

,¥er to Body, cannot be fupposd to be
i

able to Corruption.
§. 64. Having thus fecur’d himfelf in

‘this Belief, that his Real Effence could not

be diffolv’d, he had a mind to know what
Condition it fhould be in, when he had
laid afide the Body, and was feparated
from it; which he perfuaded himfelf
would not be, till the Body ceas’d to con-*
tinue a fit Inftrument for its ufe. Therefore
he confider'd all his Apprehenfive Facul-
ties, and perceiv’d that every one of thfuné
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did fometimes apprehend Pofentially, and
. fometimes A#ually; as the Eye when it is
fhut, or turn’d away from the Obje&, fees
Potentially, (For t%‘:e meaning of appre-
hending Potentially is, when it does not ap-
prehend #ow, yetcan doit for the time to:
come.) And when the Eye is open, and
turn’d toward the Obje&, it fees Actually
(for that is call’d A&ual, which is prefent,)
and {o every one of thefe Faculties is fome
times in Power, and fometimes in A¢ :
And if any of them did never aCtually
apprehend its Proper Obje&t, fo long as it
" remains in Power, it has no defire to any
Particular Objet ; becaufe it knows ro-
thing of any, (as a Man that is born blind.y
But if it did ever aGually Apprehend, and
then be reduc’d to the Power only: fo
long as it remains in that condition, it will
defire to apprehend in A& ; becaufe it has
been acquainted with the Obje&, and is
_intent upon it , and lingers afterit; as a
Man who could once fee, and after is
blind, continually defires Vifible Obje&s:
And ‘according as the Obje& which he has
feen , is more perfe&t, and glorious, and
~ beautiful, his Defire towards it is propor=
stionably increas’d, and his Grief for the
Lofs of it fo much the greater. Hence it js
that the Grief of him who is depriv’d“of
that Sight he once had, is greater than his -
who is depriv'd of Smelling; becaufe Ott
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Obrects of Sight are more perfe and
beautiful than thofe of Smelling. And if
there be any thing of boundlefs Per-
fetion , infinite Beauty , Glory and
Splendor , that is above all Splendor and
Beauty ; fo that there is no Perfetion,
Beauty , Brightnefs, or Comlinefs , but
flows from 1t. Then certainly he that
fhall be deprivd of the Sight and Know-
ledge of that Thing, after he has once
been acquainted with it, muft necef-
farily , fo long as he continues in that-
State, {uffer inexpreffible Anguifh; as on
the contrary , he that contnually has it
prefent to him , muft needs enjoy uninter-
rupted Delight, perpetual Felicity, and in-
finite Joy and Gladnefs.

§. 65. Now it had been alresdy made -
nl4in to him, that all the Atttibutes of Per-
fection belong’d to that Being which did ne-
eeffariy felf-exift, and that he was far from
all manner of Imperfe@ion He was certaia
withal,that the Faculty by which heattain’d
to the Apprehenfion of this Being, was not
like to Bodies, nor fubje&t to Corruption, as
they are. And ftor hence it appear’d to him,
that whofoever had fuch an Eflence as was
capable of apprehending this Noble Being,
muft, when he put off the Body at the time
of his Death, have been formerly, during
his Converfation in the Body, firft, either

+* on¢ whe was not aequainted with this

G - ne-
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neceflarily felf-exiftent Effence, norever was
join’d to him,norever heardany thing ofhim;
and fo would, at the feparating with the Bo-
dy, never to be join’d to him, nor to be con-
cern’d at the want of him. Becaufe all the
Corporeal Faculties ceafe when the Body
dies, nor do they any longer defire or linger
~ after their proper Objefts ;. nor are in an
trouble or pain for their abfence ; (which is
the Condition of all Brutes, of what fhape fo-
. ever they are.) Or elfe,fecondly, fuch an one,

* who while hecontinu’d in the Body,did con-
verfe with this Being, and had a fenfe of his
Perfection,Greatnefs,Dominion,and Power; = °
but afterwards declin’d from him, and fol-
low’d his vicious Inclinations, till at lengthi
Death overtook him whilft in thisState ; he .
fhall be deptiv'd of that Vifionsand yet be
affliGted with the Defire of Enjoying it,and fo
remain in lafting Punifhment and inexpref-
fible Torture; whether he be to be deliver’d
from his Mifery after a long time, and enjoy
that Vifion which he fo earneftly defires; or,
everlaftingly to abide in the fameTorments,
according as he was fitted and difpos’d for
either of thefe two,during hi§ continuance in
the Body. Or laftly, were fuch an one, who

- convers’d with this neceffarily felf-exiftent

Being,and apply’d himfelf to it,with the ut-

moft of his Ability, and hasall hisThoughgs

continually intent upon his Glory, Beauty,

-and Splendor,and never turns fromhim, nor

forf /
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forfakes him, till Death feizes him in the
- A& of Contemplation and Intuition : Such
a Manas this fhall,when feparated from Bo-
- dy, remain in everlafting Pleafure,and De-
light,and Joy and Gladnefs,by reafon of the
- uninterrupted Vifion of that felf-exiftent
Being, and its intire fréedom from all Im-
purity and Mixtute ; and becaufe all thofe
Senfible Things fhall be remov’d from
him, which are the proper Obje&s of the
Corporeal Faculties , and which, ih regdrd
of his prefent State, are no better than
Torments, Evils and Hinderarces,

§. 66. Being thus fatisfied, that the Per=
fection and Happinefs of his own Being con-
‘fafted in the aftually beholding that necef*
farily felf-exiftent Being perpetually, fo ad
not to be diverted from it fo much as the
twinkling of an Eye; that Déath might find
him a&ually employ’d in that Vifibr, and
fo his Pleal}x,ire migxt beé continu’d, with-
~out being interrupted by any Pain; (whick
Ab-Fonaid a Do&tor, and Imaum , of the
Se& of the Suphians, alluded to ; whed at the
point of Death, he faid to his Friends about -
tm , This i the Time when Men oight td
Glorify GOD, 4nd be inftant in their Praj-
* ers,) he began to confider with himfelf, by
what Means this Vifion might afually be
continu’d ,” without Interruption. So he
was very intent for a time upon that Besng ;
but: he could not ftay there Iqng ; befqre
o "Gz fome
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fome fenfible Obje&t or other would prefene

it felf, either the Voice of fome wild Beaft
would reach his Ears, or fome Phantafy .

. affefted his Imagination; or he was touch’'d

with fome Pain in fome Part or other; or
he was hungry, ordry, ortoo cold, or too

‘hot, or was forcd to rife to eafe Nature.

So that his Contemplation was interrupted,

~ and he remov’d from that State of -Mind :

And then he could not, without a great
deal of difficulty, recover himfelf to that

_ State he was in before ; and he was afraid
~ that Death fhould overtake him at fuch a

‘Time as his Thoughts were diverted from

~ the Vifion, and fo fhould fall into ever-

lafting Mifery, and the Pain of Separa-
tion. - e o

§. 67. This put him into a great deal of
Anxiety, and when he could find no Re-
medy, he began to confider all the faveral
Sorts of Amimals, and obferve their
Altions, and what they were employ'd
about; in hopes of finding fome of them
that might poflibly. have a Notion of
this Being , and endeavour after him;
that fo he might learn of them which way
to be fav'd. But he was altogether di
agpomted in his Search ; for he found thet
they were all wholly taken up in getting
their Provifion, and fatisfying their Defires
of Eating, and Drinking, and Copule-
tion, and chufing the fhady places in het:

‘ Wea-
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Weather, and the funny onesin cold: And
that all their life-time, both day and night,
till they died, was fpent after this manner,
without any variation, or minding any
thing elfe at any time. From whence it
appear’d to him, that they knew nothing of
this Being , nor had any defire towards it,
nor became acquainted with it by any
Means whatfoever ; and that they all went
'into a State of Privation , or fomething
very neara-kin to it. Having pafs’d this
Judgment upon the Animals, he knew that
it was much more reafonable to conclude
fo of Vegetrables, which had but few of
thofe Apprehenfions which the Animals
kd; and if that whofe Apprehenfion was
more perfe€t did not attain to this Know-
ledge, much lefs could it be expetted from
that whofe Apprehenfion- was lefs perfet;
d;peciaﬂy when he faw that all the A&tions
of Plants reach’d no farther than Nutrition
and Generation. . R

§. 68. He next confider'd the Stars and *

Spheres, and faw, that they had all regular.
Motions, and went round in a due Order;
and' that they were pellucid and fhining, .

and remote from any approach to Change -

or Piflolution : which made him have a

firong fufpicion, that they had Effences di-
finéY from their Bodses,which were ac;:luaint-
ed with this mecefJarily felf-exiftent Effence.
And that thefe underftanding Effences,were
‘ G3 . like
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like his underftanding Effence. And why
might it not be fuppos'd that they might
have incorporeal Effences, when he him-
felf had, notwithftanding his Weaknefs
and extream want of fenfible Things ?
That he confifted .of a corruptible Body,
and yet neverthelefs, all thefe Defe&ts did
not hinder him from having an incorpo-
real incorruptible Effence: From whence
he concluded, that the Celeftial Bodies
were much mare likely to have it; and
he perceived that they had a2 Knowledge of
the necef[arily felf-exiffent Being,and did a&tu-
ally behold it at all times; hecaufe they
were nat at all incumbred with thofe Hin-
derances, arifing from the Intervention of
fenfible Things, whith debarr’d him from
enjoying the Vifion , without Interrup.
tion, : '

§. 69. Then he began to confider with
himfelf, what fhould be ‘the reafon why
he alone, above all the reft of living Crea-

. tures, fhould be endu'd with fuch an Ef-
fence, as made him like the Heavenly
. Bodies. Now he underftood- before the
Nature of the Elements, and how one of
them us’d to bechang’d ‘into another, and
that there was nothing upon the Face of
the Earth, which always remain’d in the
fame Form, but that Generation and Cor-
ruption follow’d one another perpetually
ina mutgal Succeflion ; and that the gre:au;li
€
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_eft part of thefe Bodies were mix'd and

compounded of contrary Things, and were
for that reafon the more difpos’d to Diffo-
lution : And that there could not. be found
among them all, any thing pure and free

from Mixture, but that fuch Bodies as

came neareft to it, and had leaft mixture,
as Gold and Jacinth are of longeft Dura-
tion, and lefs fubje&t to Diffolution; and
that the Heavenly Bodies were moft fim-
ple and pure, and for that reafon more
free from Diflolution, and not fubje& to
a Succeffion of Forms. And here it ap-

pear’d to him, that the real Effence of -

thofe Bodies, which are in this fublunary
‘World, confifted ‘in fome; of one fimple
Notion added to Corporeity, as the four
Elements ; in others of more, as Animals
and Plants. And that thofe, whofe Ef-
fence confifted of the feweft Porms; had
feweft A&ions, and were farther diftant
from Life. And that if there were an

body to be found, that was deftitute af all
Form, it was impoffible that it fhould
live, but was next to nothing at all; alfo
that thofe things which were endu’d with

moft Forms, had the moft Operations, "

andhad more ready and eafie entrance to
the State of.Life. And if this Form were
fo difpos'd, that there' were no way of fe-
parating it from the Matter to which it
properly belong’d, then the Life of it,

_ G 4 would

/




104 The Hiftory of
would be manifeft, permanent and viga-
rous to the utmoft degree. But oa the
“cantrary, whatfoever Body was altogether
deftitute bf a Form, was §ar, Matter with-
out Life, and near a-kin to nothing. And
that the four Elemeats fubfifted with omo
fingle Form only, andare of the firft Rank
of Beings.in the fublunary World, out of
which, other things endwd with more
Forms are compounded : And that the
Life of thefe Elements is very weak, bosh
becaufe they have no variety of Motioa,
but always tead the fame way; and be-
caufe every oneof them hasan Advesfary
which manifeftly ;&o&s the Feadency .of
its Nature, and, avours to deprive i
of its Form ; and thevefore its Efence iB
of fhort Continuance, and its Life weak :
But thae Plants had a ftvonger Lifc, and
Animals. a Life more manifeft than the.

. PBlants. The reafon of whichis, becaufe

that whenever it happen'd, that in any of
thefe compound Bodies, the Naturg of
one Element prevaild, that predomi-
mant Element would oxercome the Na-
sures of the refk, and deftroy their
Power; fo that the compounded Body woulds
be of the fame. Nature with that poevail-
ing Element, and confequently partake but
of.a fmall Portion.of Lite, becaufe the Ele-.
ment it felf. does fo.

§. 70. On

e e e — o ——————— e+ e s e o i — et \ ..
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§ 70. On the contrary, if there werea. '
ny of thefe compounded Bodies, in which
the Nature of one Element did not prevail
over the reft, but they were all equally
mix’d, and a match one for the other;
then oneof them would not abate the Force
of the other, any more than its own F
is abated by it, but they would work upon
one another with equal Power, and the
Operation of any one of them would not
be more confpicuous than that of the reft;
and this Body would be far from being
. like toany one of the Elements, but weuld
be asif it had nothing eontrary toits Form,
and confequently the more difpos’d for
Life ; and the greater this Equality of Fems.
perature was, and by how much the mose
perfelt, and fusther diftant from inclini
one Wal({.&on other, by fo much the farther
it is diftant from having any contrary to it,
and iss Life is the more perfe(t. Now fince
shat Animab Spirit which is feated in the
Heart is of a mofb exa&t Temperature, as
being finer than Esrth and Water, and
gm(gn than Fire and' dir, it has the Nz.
sure of a2 Mean between them all, and
. and which has ne manifeft Oppofition ta
any .of the Elements, and by this means is
fitted to become that Form which confhi. -
tutes ‘an Animal. And he faw that it
folow’d from hence, that thofe Amimal
Spirits. which were of the moft even Tem-

. , - perature,
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* . perature, were -the beft difpos’d for the

moft perfet Life in this Werld, of Gene-
, ration and Corruption, and that this Spi-
rit was very near having no oppofite ta
its Forms, and did in this refpect refem-
ple the Heavenly Bodies which have no
oppofite to their Forms ; and was therefore
the Spirit of the Animal, becaufe it was 3
Mean between all the Elements, and had
no abfolute Tendency, either upwards or
downwards ; but that, if it were poffible
it fhould be plac’d in the middle Space,
between the Center and the higheft Bouads
of the Region of Fire, and not be deftroy’d,
it would continue in the fame place, and
move neither upwards nor downwards ;
but if it {hould be locally movd, it would
. move in around, as the Heavenly Bodies .
do, and if it mov’'d in its place, it would
be round its own Center, and that it was
impofible for it to be of any other Figure
- but Spherical; and for that reafon it is
very much like to the Heavenly Bodies.

§ 71. And-when he had confider’d the
Properties of Animals, and could not fee
any one amhong them, concerning which
he could in the leaft fufpet that it had .
any Knowledge of this #ece(Jarily felf-exiftent
Besnz ; but he knew that his own Effence
had the Knowledge of it: He concluded "
from hence that he was an Animal, en-
duwd with a Spirit of an equal Tempeta-

_ ‘ . ture,
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ture, as all the Heavenly Bodies are, and
that he wasof a diftin& Species from the
reft of Animals, and that he was created

And this was enough to fatisfie him of the
Nobility of his Nature; namely, that his

viler Part, 7.e. the Corporeal, was moft

like of allto the Heavenly Subftances,
whigh are without this Warld of Genera-

- tiot and Corruption, and free fromall ac-

cidents that caufe any Defe&t, Change or
Alteration: And that his noble Part, viz.
that by which he attain’d the Knowledge
of the neceffarily felf-exiftent Being,was fome-

_ thing Heroical and Divine, not lubje&t to

Change or Diffolution, nar capable of be-
ing defcrib’d by any of the Properties or
Attributes of Bodies :. Not to beapprehend-
ed by any of the Senfes, or by the Imagi-
nation ; nor to be known by the means of
any other Inftrument but ic felf alone, and
that it attains the Knowledge of it felf by
it felf, and was at once the Knower, the
Knowledge, and the Thing known, the
Faculty and the Obje&. . Neither was

. there any difference between any of thefe,

becaufe Diverfity and Separation are. Pro-
perties and Adjunils of Bodies; but Bady

was no way concern’d here, por any Pro-

perty or Adjunct of Bedy,

§.72. Ha-

—

- for another end, and defign’d for fomething .’
greater than what they were capable of.
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§. 72. Having apprehetided the manner
_ by which the being like the Heavenly Bo-
‘dies, was peculiar to him above all other
kinds of Animals whatever; he perceiv’d
that it was a Duty neceflarily incumbene
upon him to refemble them, and imitate
their Actions, and endeavour to the utmoft
to become likethemn : He perceiv’d alfo
that in refpet of his nobler Part, by which
he had attain’d the Knowledge of that se-
seffarsly felf-exiftens Being he did in fome mea-
fure refemble it, becaufe he was {eparated
from the Attributes of Bodies, as the #e.
ecffarily felf-exiftem Being 1 {eparated from
them.He faw aHo that it was hisDuty o e
deavour to make himfelf Mafter of thePro-
pesties of that Being by all poflible means,
and put on his Quelities, and imnitate his
A&tions, and labour in the doing his Will,
and refign himfelf whelly te him, and fub-
mit 10 his Difpenfasrons heartily and un--
feignedly, fo as to rejoice in him,. the
he fliould lay AMiCtions upon his Body,
~and hurt, or totally deftroy i, o
- §. 73. He alfo perceiv’d that he refemse
bled the Beafts in his viler part, which .
belong’d to this Gemerable and Corrupeibls -
World, viz. this dark, grofs Body, whick
follicited. him with the Defire of Variety of
fenfible Objetts, and excited him' to eat-
ing, drinking, and Copulation; and he
knew that his Body was not created and
| © join'd.
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join’d to him in vain, but that he was
oblig’d .to preferve it and take care of it,
which he faw could not be done without
fome of thofe AQions which are common
tothe reft of the Animals. Thus it was
- plain to him, that there were three forts
of A&tions which he was oblig'd to, viz,
s. Either thofe by which herefembled the
Irrational Anpimals. Or, 2. Thofe by
which he refembled the Heavenly Bodies.
Or, 3.Thofe by which he refembled the ne-
ceffarily felf-exsflent Being - And thathe was -
- oblig’d tothe firff, as havinga grofs Body,
confifting of feveral Parts, and different
Faculties, and variety of Motions. To
the fecond, as having am Animal Spirit,
which had its Seat in the Heart, and was
the firft beginning of the Body and all its
Faculties. To the third, as he was what
be was, viz. as he was that Being, by
which.he knew the mceffarily felf-exiftent
Being. And he was very well affur'd before,
that his Happinefs and Freedom from Mi-
fery, confifted in the perpetual Vifion of
that neceffarily felf-exiftent Being,without be-
ing averted from it o much as the twink-
‘ling of an Eye
74- Then he weigh’d with himfelf, by
what meansa Continuation of this Vifion
might be attain’d, and.the Refult of his
Contemplation was this, zéz. That he was
obliged to keep himfelf conftantly exercis’d
o | ©in
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in thefe three kinds of Refemblance. Nox
that the firft of them did any way contri-
bute to the helping him to the Viﬁyon (but
" was rather an Impediment and Hindrarice,
becaufe it was concern’d only in fen<
fible ObjefYs, which are all of them a fort
of Veil or Curtain interpos’d between us
and it;) but becaufe it was neceflary for
the Prefervation of the Animal Spirit ,
whereby the fecond Refemblance, which
he had with the Heavenly Bodies was ac-
uir'd, and was for this reafon neceffary,
though incumbred with Hindrances and
Inconveniencies: But as to the¢ {fecond
. Conformity, he faw indeed that a great
fhare of that continu’d Vifion was attain’d .
by it, but that it was not without Mix-
ture ; becaufe, whatfoever contemplates
the Vifion after this manner continually,
does, together with it, have regard to, and
caft a Look upon his own Effence, as fhall
be fhewn hereafter. But that the third
Conformity was that by which he obtain’d
the pure and entire ¥%fion, foas to be whol=
ly taken up withit, without being divert-
ed frgm it one way or other, by any
means whatfoever, but being ftill intent up-
on that neceffarily felf-exiftent Being; which
whofoever enjoys, has no regard to any
thing elfe, and his own Effence is altoge-
ther negleted, and vanifh’d out of fight,
and become as nothing; and fo. are alt
pthey
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other Effences both great and fmall, excepe
only the Effence of that One, True, Necef
farily Self.exiftent, High and Powerful Beings

§. 75. Now when he was affur’d that
the utmoft Bound ofall his Defires confifted .
in this third Conformity, and that it was
not to be attain’d, without being a long
time exercis’d in the fecond ; and that there
was no continuing {o long as was necefla-

for that Purpofe, but by means of the
zﬁ ; (which, how neceﬂZry foever, he
knew was an Hindrance initfelf; and an
Help only by Accident.) He refolved to
allow himfelf no more of that firft Confor-
mity than needs muft, which was only
juft’ fo much as would keep the Animal
Spirit alive. Now, in order to this, he
found there were two Things neceffary;
The former, tohelp it inwardly, and fup-
ply the Detet of that Nourifhment which
was wafted; The latter, to preferve it
from without, againft the Extremities of
Heat and Cold, Rain and Sung hurts.
ful Animals, and fuch like; and he
perceiv’d, that if he fhouyld allow himfelf
to ufe thefe things, though neceffary, un-

-advifedly and at Adventure, it might

chance to expofe him to Excefs, and by
that means he might do himfelf an Injury
upawares; whereupon he concluded it the
fafeft way to fet Bounds to himfelf; which -
he refolv’d.not to pafs ; bothas to the Kim} -
: \ o
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of Meat which he was to eat, and the
Quantity and Quality of it, and the Times
feturning to it. ,
§. 76. And firft he confider’d the feve-
ral Kinds of thofe things which were fit to
eat ; and found that there were three
forts, viz. either fuch Plants as were not
et come to their full Growth, nor attain-
ed to Perfe&ion, fuch as are feveral forts
of green Herbs whichare fitto eat: Or fe-
cosdly, the Fruits of Trees which were ful-
by ripe, and had Seed fit for the Produétion
of more of the fame Kind (and fuch were
the kinds of Fruits that were newly gather-
ed and dry) : Or lafly, Living Crea-
tures, both Fifh and Flefh. Now he knew
very well, that all thefe things were crea-
ted by that seceffarily felf-exifient Being, in
approaching to whom he was affur’d that
s Happinefs did confift, and in defirin
to refemble him. Now the eating of the
things muft needs hinder their attaining to
their Perfeftion, and deprive them of thet
-Ead for which they were dcﬁgn’d ; and this
would be an Oppofition to the working of
the Supream Agent, and fuch an Oppofi-
tion would hinder that Nearnefs and Con-
formity to him, which hefo much deficd.
 Upoa this he thought it the beft way to
abftain from eating altogether, if poflible ;
but when he faw that this would not do,
and that fuch an Abftinence tended to tg_e
| Dif-
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Diffolution of his Body, which was fo
much a greater Oppoﬁti{m to the Agent
than the former, by how much he was of
a more excellent Nature than thofe things,
whofe Deftru&ion was the Caufe of his
Prefervation : Of two Evils he refolved to.
chufe the leaft, and do'that which contain’d
in it the leaft Oppofition to the Creator ;
and refolved to partake of any of thefe -
forts, if thofe he had moft mind to were

not at hand, in fuch quantity as he

fhould conclude upon hereafter; and if it
fo happen’d that he had them all at hand,
then he would confider with himfelf, and
chufe that, in the partaking of which
there would be the leaft Oppofition ta the
Work of the Creator : Such as the pulp of
thofe Fruits which were full ripe, and had -
Seeds in them fit to produce others of the
like kind, always taking care to preferve
the Seeds, and neither cut them, nor fpoil
them, nor throw them in fuch places as
were not fit for Plants to grow in,as fmooth
Stones, falt Earth, and the like. And if

fuch pulpy Pruits, - as Apgles , Pears,

Plumbs, &. could not eafily be come at,
he would then take fuch as had nothing

" in them fit to eat but only the Seed, as

P T———— e o

Almonds and Chefnuts, or fuch green
Herbs as were young and tender ; always
obferving this Rule, that let him take of
which forr he would, I_l;e ftill chofe thﬁfc

' ‘ : - that
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that there was greateft Plenty of, and
which increafed fafteft, but fo as to pull
up nothing by the Roots, nor fpoil the
Seed : And if none of thefe things could
be had, he would then take fome livin
Creature, or eat Eggs; but when he too
any Animal, he chofe that fort of which
there was the greateft Plenty, fo as not
totally to deftroy any Species. :
§.77. Thefe were the Rules which he
prefcrib’d to himfelf, as to the Kinds of
his Provifion ; as to the Quantity, his Rule
was to eat no more than juft what would
fatisfie his Hunger ; and as for the time
of his Meals, he defign’d, when he was
once fatisfied, not to eat any more till he
found fome Difability in himfelf, which
hindred his Exercife in the ferond Confor-
mity, (of which we are now going to
fpeak;) and as for thofe things which ne-
ceflity requir’d of him towards the Con-
fervation of his Animal Spirit, in regard
of defending it from external Injuries, he
was not much troubled about them, for
he was cloath’d ‘with Skins, and had a
Houfe fuflicient to fecure him' from thofe
Inconveniences from without, which was
enough for him; and he thought it fuper-
fluous to takeany further Care abour thofe
things ; and as for his Diet, he obferv’d
thofe Rules which he had preferib’d to
: him-
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himfelf, namely, thofe which we havejuft’
" now fet down. . o
§. 78. After this he applyd himfelf to
the fecoud Operation, wiz. the Imitation
" of the Heavenly Bodies, and exprefliag
their proper Qualities in” himfelf; which
when he had coafider’d, he found to be
* ofthree forts. The firft were fuch as had
relation to thofe inferior Bodies, which
-are plac’d in this World of Generation
and Corruption, as Heat, which they im-
' part to thofe of their own Nature, and
- Cold by accident, Illumination, Rare-
faltion, and Condenfation, and all thofe
~ other thiags by which they influence
thefe isferior Bodies , wherchy they
~ are difpos’d for the Reoeption of Spiritual
Forgss from the wece[[arsly felf-emifens Agent.
“The fecond fort of Properties which they
had, were fuch ¢s comcern’d their own
Being, asthat they wereclear, brightand
pure, free from all manner of feculent
Matter, and whatfogver kinds of Im-
rity ; That their Metion was circular,
?;nc of them mpving round their own
Center, and fome again round the Center
of other Planets. The third kind of their
Properties, were fuch as had relationto the
necefaniy felf-exiffeny Agent, as their con.
tinually beholding him without any Iater-
guption, and having a Defire towands him,
~ being bufied in his Service, .and - mov.
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ing agreeable to his Will, and not other-
wife, but as he pleafed, and by his Power.
So he beganto refemble them in every one
of thefe three kinds, to the utmoft of his
Power. - '
- §.79. And as for his firft Conformity,
his Imitation of them confifted in remov-
ing all things that were hurtful, either
from Animals or Plants if they could
be remov'd :-So that if he faw any Plant
which was depriv’d of the Benefit of the
Sun, by the Interpofition ofany other Bo-
dy; orthat its growth was hindred by its
- being twifted with, or ftanding too near’
any other Plant, he would remove that
which hindred it if poffible, yet foas not
to hurt either; orif it was in danger of
dying for want of Moifture, he took what
care he could to water itconftantly. Or
if he faw any Creature purfu’d by any
wild- Beaft, or entangled in a Snare, or
prick’d with Thorns, or that had gotten
any thing hurtful fallen into its Eyes or
Ears, or was hungry or thirfty, he took all
poffible. care to relieve it. And when he
faw any Water-courfe ftopp’d by any
Stene, or any thing brought down by the
Stream, fo thatany Plant or Animal was
hindred of it, he took care to remove it.
And thus he continu’d in this firf kind, of
Imitation of the Heavenly Bodies, till he
had attain’d itso the very heighth of Per-
jeQion. - §.80. The
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§.80. The fecond fort of Imitation con-

fifted in his continually obliging himfelf to
keep himfelf clean from all manner of
Dirt and Naftinefs, and wafhing. himfelf
often, keeping his Nails and his Teeth
clean,and thefecret Parts of his Body, which
he ufed to rub fometimes with fweet Herbs -
- and Perfume with Odors. He ufed frequently
-to make clean his Cloaths, and perfume
them, fo that he wasall over extreamly
clean and fragrant. Befides this, he us'da
great many forts of + Circular Motion,

1 Oxr Philofopher’s imitasing she Heavenly Bodies in their
Circular Morion, would [eem indeed extreamly ridiculous, bus
shas we areto confiler that she Muabomesans have & [uperfbisions
Cuffom of geing [everal simes rvound the Cave of Meccah, when
sbey go thisher on Pilgrimage, and lovk wpon is as & very necef-
fary pare of their Duty. Now eur Ausbor baving refolved to
bring bis Philifopher as far a3 leaft as was poffible for ene in
bis Circumflances, in the Knowledge and Prattice of 4l shofe
shings whish the Mabomesans accouns necellary, would nes les
bim be ignorant of this Pratice of moving round ; but bas
brought it under this fecond fort of Imitation of she Heavenly
Bodies. Now tbo' eur Philofopher may be excus'd for not going
to the Temple as Meccah, yes fo great & fivefs is laid upon is by
the Mabemesans, thas Alhofain fll-lall gi Ben Manfour, was,
dn the 309th Tear of she Hegira (of Chrifft 921.) eondemu’d to
dye by the Vizier Alhumed, wbe pronouns’d Seusence upon: bim,
baving firft advis'd wish the Imaums and Dollors, for baving
affersed, Thas in cafe a Man bad & Defire to g6 en Pilgrimage so
Meccah, and could not 5 is would be fufficiens, if be fes apars

any clean Room of bis Houfe for "shas ﬁm fe, and went round .
/!

about it, and performd in it a1 she [ame sime when ibe
Pilgrims are gt Meccdh, the feme shings wbhich shey do shere,
aud then fed and cloath'd 30 Orpbans, end gave o cash of
them [even pieces of Silver, For' which Heteredox Pofision be
receiv'd 4 shoufand Sivipes, withont fo much as fighing or grean-
ing, and bad firft one Hand cus off, end shen bosb bis Feer,
© and then the other Hand, iben be was killd end burns, and bis
Afbes shrown inte she River Tigris, and bis Head fes upon &

Pole inshe City of Bagdad. See Abulpharagius, p.287.
, ; ' fome-

H 3

\
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. fométimes walking round the Iffard,
compaffing the Shore, and going round
the utmoft Bounds of it ; fometimes walk-
ing or rumninga great many times round
about his Houfe or fome Stone, at other
times turning himfelf round fo often that
he was dizzy.

§. 81. HisImitation of the shird fort of
Attributes , ' confifted in confining his
Thoughts to the Contemplation of the
. neceffarily felfiexiftent Bei Andinor-
der to this, he remov’d all his Affe@Qions
from fenfible Things, fhut his RByes
flopp’d his Ears, and refrain’d himfelf
- as much as poffible from following his
Imagination, endeavouring to the utmoft:
to think of nothing befides him; nor to
. admit tegether with him any other Obje&
" of Contemhplation. And he us’d to help
himfelf in this by violeatly turning him.
~ {elf round, in which when hg was w
violently exercis’d, all manner of fenfible
Objects vanifh’d out of his fight, and the
Imagination, and all the other Faculties
which make any ufe-of the Organs of the
Body grew wedk ; and on the other fide,
the Operations of his Effence, which de-
pended not on the Body, grew ftrong, 0
“that at forhetimes hrs Meditation was pure
and free from any Mixture, and he beheld
by it the neceffarily felf-exiftent Being :
But then aggin the Corporeal Faculnle;

. wou
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would return upon him, and {poil his

Contemplation, and bring him down to
the loweft Degree where %e was before.
Now, when he had any Infirmity upon
him which interrupted his Defign, he
took fome kind of Meat, but ftill accor~
ding to the aforemention’d Rules; and
then remov’d again to that State of Imi~
tation of the Heavenly Bodies, in thefe

three Refpséts which we have men- -

tion’d ; and thus he continued for fome
time oppofing his Corporeal Faculties,
and they oppofing him, and mutually
firuggling one againft another, and at
fuch times as he got the better of them;
and his Thoughts were free from Mix-
ture ; he did apprebend fomething of the
Condition of thofe,who have attained 10

the third Refemblance.
. & 82. Then he began to feek after
this #hird Affimulation, and took pains
in the attaining it. And firft he confi-
. der’d the Attributes of the weceffarily
felf.exiftent Being, Now it had %F ar'd
to him, during the sime of his Theore-
tical Speculation, hefore he enter’d up-
on the Pratical Part ; that there were
two Sorts of them, viz. Affirmative,
as Knowledge, Power and Wifdom, &,
and Ne%:tive, as Immateriality ; not
only fuch as confifted in the not beinﬁ
Borzr, but in being altogether remov’
: H4 from
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. from any thing thathad the leaft Rela-
tion to Body, though at never fo grear a
Diftance. And that this was a Condi-
tion, not only requir'd in the Negative
Attributes, but in the Affirmative
too, viz. that they'fhould be free from
all-Properties of Body, of which, Mui-
tiplicity is one. Now the Diwvine Ef-
fetice is not multiplied by thefe Affir-
mative Attributes, but all of ’em toge-
ther are one.and the fame thing, vz,

_his real Effence. Then he began to
confider how he might imitate him in
both thefe Kinds ; and as for the Affir-
mative Attributes, when he confider’d
that they were nothing elfe but his real
Effence, and that by no means it could
be faid of them that they are many (be-
caufe Multiplicity is a Property of Bo-
dy) and that the Knowledge of his own
Effence wasnot a Notion fuperadded to’
his Effence, but that his Effence was
the Knowledge of his Effence; and fo
vice verfa, it appear’d to him, -thac if
he would know his Being, this Know-
ledge, by which he knew his Being would

- ot be a Notion fuperadded to his Being,

. but be the very Being itfelf.- And he per-
.eeived that his way to make himfelf like

to him, as to what concern’d his A ffir-

mauve ‘Attributes, would be to know
‘ - : him
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him alone, abftrated wholly from all .
Properties of Body. _

§. 83. This he apply’d himfelf to;
and as for the Negative - Attributes
they all confifted in Separation from Bo.
- dily Things. He began therefore to
firip himfelf of all Bodily Properties,
which he had made fome Progrefs in
before, during the time of the former .
Exercife, when he was employ’d in the
Imitation of the Heavenly Bodies ; but
there ftill remain’d a great many Re-
licks, as his Circular Motion (Motion
being one of the moft proper Attributes
of Body, and his care of Animals and
Plants, Compaffion upon them, and In-
duftry in removing whatever inconve-
nienc’d them. Now all thefe things be-
long to Corporeal Attributes, for he
could not fee thefe things at firft, but by
Corporeal Faculties ; and he was ob-
lig’d to make ufe of the fame Faculties
_in preferving them. Therefore he be-
ganto reje&t and remove all thofe things
ﬁ'om himfelf, as being in no wife confi-
ftent with that State which he was now
in fearch of. . So lie continw’d, confining
himfelf to reft in the Bottom of his Cave,

. with his Head bow'd down, and his
Eyes fhut, and turning himfelf altoge.
ther from ail fenfible Things and the
Corporeal Faculties, and bending all his
o o Thoughts -

c ™
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. Thou?hts and Meditations upon the xe-

ceffarily felf-exiftent Beimg, without ad-
nutting any thing elfe befides him ;
and if any other Obje&t prefented itfelf
to his Imagination, he rejefled it with
* his utmoft Force; and exercis’d himfelf
in this, and perfifted in it o that De-
gree, that fometimes he did. neither eat
nor ftir fora great many Days together.
And whilft he was thus earneftly taken
up in Contemplation , fometimes all -
- manner of Beings whatfoever would be
quite out of his Mind and Thoughes,

t his own Beingonly.

§. 84. But hefound that his own Be-
ing was not excluded his Thoughts, ne
not at fuch times when he was moft
deeply immers’'d in she Contemplation
of the firt, trae, neceffarily [elf-exiftent
Being. Which concern’d him very much,
. for he, kney that even this was a Mix.

‘ture in this fimple Vifion, and the Ad-
miflion of an extraneous Objeét in that
Contemplation. Upon which he endea-
vourd to difappear from himfelf, and
be wholly taken up in the Vifion of that
true Being, till at laft he attain’d it ; and
then both the Heavens and the Earth,
and whatfoever is between them, and
zll Spiritual Forms, and Corporeal Fa-
culties ; and all thofe Powers which are
{eparate from Matter, and are thofe Be-

. . ings
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ings which know the weceffarily felf-ex-
:ﬁ;: Being, all difappear’d and ,vajr.li{h'd,
and were as if they had never been, and
amongft thefe hisown Being difappear'd
. t0o0, and there remain’d nothing but
this ONE, TR UE, Perpetually Self-
exiftent Being, who fpoke thus in that
Saying of his (which is not a Notion -
fuperadded to his Effence.) + Towhom
now belongs the Kingdom 3. To this One,
Almighty God. Which Words of his
Haus Ebn Yokdhan underftood, and heard
his Voice; nor was his being unac-

wainted with Words, and not being
gble to fpeak, any Hindrance at all to
the underﬁandi_n%“hli‘m. Wherefore he
deeply immers'd himfelf into this State,
and witnefs'd shat which neither Eye
hath feen, nor Ear heard ; nor hath it
ever enter’d into the Heart of Man to
conceive. : :

§. 85. And now, don’t expet that X
fhould give thee a Defcription of that,
which the Heart of Man cannot con-
ceive. For if a great many of thofe
things which we do conceive are never-

. thelefs hard to be explain’d, how much -
more difficult muft thofe be which can-
- not be conceiv’d by the Heart, nor are
- circumfcrib’d in che Limits of that

e e e s

1 Aoraz,
World
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World in which it converfes. Now,
when I fay the Heart, I don’t mean the
Subftance of'it, nor that Spirit which is
contain’d in the Cavity of it; but I
mean by it, the Form of that Spirit
which is diffus’d by its Faculties through
the whole Body of Man. Now every
one of thefe three is fometimescall’d the
Heart, but ’tis impoffible that thisthin
which I mean fhould be comprehende
by any of thefe three, neither can" we
exprefs any thing by Words, which is
not firft conceiv’d in- the Heart. And
whofoever asks to have it explain’d,
asks an Impoffibility ; for 'tis jultasif a
Man fhould have a mind to tafte Co-
lours, quatenus Colours, and defire
~ that black fhould beeither fweet or fowre.
However, I fhall not difmifs you with-
out fome Limits, whereby I fhall point
out to you in fome Meafure, what won-
derful things he faw when in this Con-
dition, butall figuratively, and by way
of Parable; not pretending to give a
literal Defcription of that, whichis im-
poflible to be knowp, but by coming
- thither. Attend therefore with the Ears
- of thy Heart, and lopk fharply with the -
Eyes of thy  Uaderftanding, upon that
whichI fhal] fhew thee ; it may bethou
may’lt find fo much init, as may ferve
to lcad thee into the right way. -But I .
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make this Bargain, that thou fhalt not -
at prefent require any further -Explica--
tion of it by Word of Mouth ; but reft
thy felf contented with what I fhall
commit to -thefe Papers. For ’tis a

- narrow Field, and ’tis dangerous to at-

tempt the explining of that with
Words, the Nature of whichadmits no
Explication. v

. 86. I fay then, when he had ab-
ftralted himfelf from his-own and all
other Effences, and beheld nothing in
Nature, but only that Ore, Living and
Permanent Being : When he faw what he
faw, and then afterwards return'd to the -
beholding of other Things: Upon his .
cominﬁ to himfelf from' that State
(which waslike Drunkennefs) he began
to think that his own Effence did not at.
all differ from the Effence of that TR VE
Being, but that they were both one and
the fame thing; and that the thing
which he had taken before for his own
Effence, diftin& from that rrue Effence,
was in reality nothing at all, and tha
there ‘was nothing in him but this zr«e

- Effence. . And that this was like the

Light of the Sun, which, when it falls 7
upon folid Bodies, fhines there; and
though it be attributed, or may feem to
belong to that Body upon which it ap-
pears, yet it is nothing elfe in reaiibty, :

A but
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" but the Light of the Sun. And if that
Body be remov’d, its Light alfo is re-
mov’d; but the Light of the Sun re-
mains ftill after the fame maaner, and is
neither increas’d by the Prefence of that
Body, nor diminifh’d by its Abfence:
Now when there happens to be a Body
which is fitted fot fuch a Reception of
Light, it receivesit; if fuch a Body be
abfent, then ther¢is no fuch Reception,
and it fignifies nothing at all.

§. 87. He was the more confirm’d in
this Opinion, becaufe itappear’d to him
before, that this TR U E, Powerfal and
Glorious Being, was not by any- means

- capable of Multiplicity , and " that his

Knowledge of his Effence, was his ve-
rK Effence, from whence he argued
thus ‘

He that has the Kpowledge of this Ef:
Jence, has the Ellence stfelf ; baut "I
have the Kpowledge of this Effense.
Ergo, I have the Effence isfelf.

- Now this Effence canbe prefent nn
where but with itfelf, and its very Pre.
- fence is Effence, and therefore he coge
cluded that he was that very Effence,
And to all other Effences which were fe-
parate from Maiter, which had the
Knowledge of that true Effence, though

' before
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before he had looked upon them as many, °
by this way of thinking, appear’d to
him to be only one thing. And this
mifgrounded Conceit of his, had like to
have firmly rooted itfelf in his Mind,
unlefs God had purfu’d him with his
Mercy, and direfted him by his graci.
ous Guidance; and then he perceiv’d
that it arofe from the Relicks of that
Obfcurity which isnaturalto Body, and
the Dregs of fenfible Objefts. Becaufe
that Much and Little, Unity and Mulsi-
Plicity, Colletion and Separasion, are all
of them Properties of Body. But we
cannot fay of thefe feparate Effences,
which know this TRV E Being (whofe
Name be prais’d) that they are many or
ore, becaufe they are immaterial. Now,
Mulriplicity is becaufe of the Difference
of one Being from another, and there
can be no Unizy but by Conjunétion, and
none of thefe can be underftood without
Compound Notions which are mix'd
- with Matter. Befides, that the Expli-
- cation of Thin%s in this place is very
firaight and difficult ; becaufe if you go
 about to exprefs what belongs to thefe
- feparate Effences,. by way of Multitude,
~orin the Plgral, according to our way
of fpeaking, this infinuates a Notion of
Malriplicity, whereas they are far from
‘being many ; and if you fpeak of them by
way
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* way of Separation, or in the Singular,
this infinuates a Notion of U#izy, where-
as they are far from being one.

§. 88. And here methinks I fee one of
thofe Batts, whofe Eyes the Sun daz- -

zles, moving himfelf in the Chain of his
Folly, and faying, This Subtilty of jowrs
exceeds all Bounds, for you have withdrawn
yosr [elf from the State and Condition of
undertanding Men, and indeed thrown a-
- way the Nature of Intelligible Things, for
thisis a certain Axiom, that a thing muft
be either one, or more thanone. Soft and
fair ; let that Gentleman be pleas'd to
confider with himfelf, and contemplate

this vile, fenfible World, afger the fame

manner which Hai Ebn Yokdhan did ,
who, when he confider’d it one way,

found fuch a Multiplicity in it, as was

incomprehenfible ; and then again con-
fidering it another way, perceiv’d that
it was -only one thing; and thus he

continu’d flutuating, and could notde- -

termine on one fide more than another.
Now if it were fo in this fenfible World,
which is the proper place of Mulriplicity
and Singularity, and the place where the
true Nature of them is underftood, and
in which are Separation and Union, Di-
vifion into Parts, and Diffinition, Agree-
ment and Difference , what would he
think of the Divine World, in, or con-

: cerning
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eerning which we cannot jufly fay, o,

nor fome, nor exprefs any thing belong-
ing to it by fuch Words as our Ears are

'us’d to, without infinuating fome No-
. tion whieh is contrary to the Truth of

the thing, which no Man knows but
he that has feen it ; nor underftands,
but he that has attain’'d to it. .

§. 89. And as for his faying, Thar I
bave withdrawn my [elf from the State and
Condition of underfanding Men , and
throww away the Nature of Intelligible
Things: 1 grant it, and leave him to his
Underftanding, and?}his underftanding
Men' he fpeaks of. For that Under-
ftanding which he,and fuch as he,mean,
is nothing elfe but that Rational Faculty

which examines the Individuals of Sen. .

fible Things, and from thence gets an
Univerfal Notion; and thofe under-
ftanding-Men he means, are thofe which

. make ufe of this fort of Separation. But
that kind, which we are now fpeakingof,
is above all this; and therefore letevery
.one that knows nothing but Senfible

Things and their Univerfals, fhut his
Ears, and pack away to his Company,

who know the outfide of the Things of
- this World, but take no care of the next.

But if thou art one of them to whom
thefe Limits and SignIs by which we

dC'f ’
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- defcribe the Divine World are fufli-

cient, and 4 doft not put that Senfe up-
on my Words in which they are com=
monly us’d, I fhall give thee fome far-
ther Account of what Hai Ebn Tokdhan
faw, whenhe was in the State of thofe
who have attain'd to the Truth, of
which we have made Mention before,
and itis thus ;

§. go. After he was wholly immers’d
in the Speculation of thefe things, and

perfetly abftratted from all other Ob- .

je&ts, and in the neareft * Approach ;
he faw in the higheft Sphere, beyond
which there is no Body, a Being free
from Matter, which was not the Being

ofthat ONE, T RV E.ONE, nor the

Sphereitfelf, nor yet any thing different

from them both; but was like the

Image of the Sun which appears in a
well-polif’d Tooking-glafs , which is
neither the Sun nor the Looking-glafs,
and yet not diftin& from them. And
he faw in the Effence of that feparate
Sphere, fuch Perfettion, Splendor and
Beauty, as is too great to be exprefs'd
by any Tongue, and too fubtil to be

t Becaufe Words borrowed framl and us'd chous [enfible

- and maserial Things, would lead Men into Miftakes, whes

us’d to explain things Spirisual, if hey be taken in a lite
ral Senfe. See§. gy. F » Hibey kf” e

¥ The Ausbor means, the nearef] Approach to God.
: : cloath’d

-
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.cloath’d in Words; and he perceivd .
that it was in the utmoft Perfe&tion of

Delightand Joy, Exultation and Glad-
nefs, by reafon of its beholding that
T R U E Effence, whofe Glory be ex-
alted. .

§. 91. He faw alfo that the next
Sphere toit, which is that of the Fixcd
Stars, had an immaterial Effence,
which was not the Effence of that
T RUE ONE, nor the Effence of that
higi!heﬁ , feparated Sphere, nor the
Sphere itfelf, and yet not different from

~ thefe ; butis like the Image of the Sun.

which is refleted upon a Looking. glafs,
from another. Glafs plac'd oppofite to
the Sun; and he obferv’d in this Ef-
fence alfo the like Splendor, Beauty,
Lovelinefs and Pleafure, which he had
obferv’d in the Effence of the other
higheft Sphere. He faw likewife: that
the next Sphere, which is the Sphere of
~ Saturn , had an immaterial Effence,
which was pone of thofe Effences he had
feen before, nor yet different from them;
but was like the Image of the Sun,
which appearsin a Glafs, upon which
it is refleted from a Glafs which re-
ceiv'd that Refletion from andther
Glafs plac’d oppofite to the Sun. And
he faw in this Effence too, the fame
Splendor and Delight which he had ob.
- - Ia2 fervd

)]
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ferv’d in the-former. And fo in all the
"Spheres he obferv’d diftin@®, immaterial
Effences, every one of which was not
any of thofe which went before it, nor
yet different from them ; but was like
the Image of the Sun refleted from one
Glafs to another, according to the®Order
of the Spheres. And he faw in every
one of thefe Eflences, fuch Beauty,
. Splendor, Pleafureand Joy, as Eyehath
not feen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it en-
ter’d into the Heart of Man to conceive ;
and fo downwards, till he came to the
lower World, fubje& to Generation and
Corruption, which comprehendsall that
which is contained within the Sphere of
the Moon, ,

§. 92. Which he perceiv’d had an im-
material Effence, as well as the reft ;
not the fame with any ofthofe which he
had feen before, nor different from them;
and that this Effence had feventy thou-
fand Faces, and every Face.leventy
thoufand Mouths, and every, Mouth fe~
venty thoufand Tongues, with which it

raifed, fanified and glorified incef-
- fantly the Effence of that ONE, TRVE

BEING. And he faw that this Ef-
fence (which he had fuppos’d to be ma- .
" ny, tho’ it was not) had ‘the fame Per-

feCtion and Pleafure, which he had feen
in the other ; and that this Effence wa
o : -~ like
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Iike the Image of the Sun, which ap-

pears in flutuating Water, which has
that Image reflefted upon it from the
laft and lowermoft of thofe Glafles, to
which the Refleion came, according
to the foremention’d Order, from the
firft Glafs which was fet oppofite to the
Sun. Then he perceiv’d that he him-
felf had a feparate Effefice, which one
might calla part of that Effence which
had feventy thoufand Faces, if that Ef>
-fence had been capable of Divifion; and
if that Effence had not been created in
time, one might fay it was the very
fame ; and had it not been join’d to the
Body fo foon as it was created, we
fhould have thought that it had not béen
created. And in this Order he faw other
Effences alfo, like his own which had
neceffarily been heretofore, then were
diffolv’d, and afterwards neceffarily ex-
ifted together with himfelf; and that
‘they were fo many as could not he num-
ber'd, if we might call them many ; or
that they were all one, if we might call
them ome. And he perceiv’d both in his
own Effence, and in thofe other Effen-
ces which were in the fame Rank with
him, infinite Beauty, Brightnefs and
Pleafure, fuch as neither Eye hath feen,
_ nor Ear heard, nor hath it enter’d into
¢he Heart of Man ; and which none can

13 - des
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defcribe nor underftand, but thofe
which have attain’d to it, and experi-
mentally know it.

§. 93. Then he'faw a great many o-
- ther immaterial + Effences, which re-
fembled rufty Looking-glafles, cover’d
over with Filth, and befides, turn’d
their Backs upon, and had their Faces
averted from ‘thofe polifh'd Looking-
glafles that had the Image of the Sun
imprinted upon them; and he faw that
thefe Effeaces had fo much Filthinefs
adhbering to them, and fuch manifold
Defe&ts as he could not have conceiv’d.
And he faw that they were afflited with
infinite Pains, which caufed inceffant
Sighs and Groans ; and that they were
compafs’d about with Torments, as
thofe who lie in a Bed are with Cur-
ta'ns; and that they were fcorch’d with
the fiery Veil of Separation*. But after a

t Asthe Author bas in thethree foregoing Sefions de
ferib'd the Condision of thofe glorified Spirits, who conti-
xually enjoy the. Beatifick Vifion ; fo in this de defcribes
the miferable State of thofe wba are deprived of it, i.e. she
Damn’d. SN

* I have omisted the following Pafege, becaufe I could
not well vell bow 10 make it intelligible; the meaning of
it ingrofs, is fRill to expre(s she miferable Condition, and
bervible Confufin of thofe Spirits which are [eparased from
the Vifion of God.  Hewever, I fbell. fes it down in La-
tin out of Mr. Pocock’s Tranflasion. Et ferris difcindi
inter repellendum'& attrahendum ; vidit etiam hic
alias Effentias, przter iftas,- quz cruciabantur, quz
apparcbant & deinde evanefcebant, & connexz erant &

very
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mery little while his Senfes return’d to .
him again, and he came to himfelf out
of this State, as out ofan Extafie; and
his Foot {liding out of this place, he came
within fight of this fenfible World, and
loft the Eght ot the Divine World, for
there is no joining  them both together
in the fame State. For this World in
" whichwe live, and that other are like two
Wives belonging to the fame Husband ; if
Jou pleafe one, you f;’/jlmfe the other.
8. 94. Now, if you fhould obje&t,
that it appears from what T have faid
concerning this Vifion, that thefe fepa-
rated Effences, if they chance to be in
Bodies of perpetual Duration, as the
Heavenly Bodies are, fhall alfo remain
perpetually, but if they be ina Body
which is liable to Corruption (fuch an
one as belongs to us reafonable Crea-
- tures) that then they muft perifh too,
- and vanith away, as appears from the
Similitude of the Looking-glafles which
I have us’d to explain it ; becaufe the
Image there has no Duration of itfelfy
but what depends upon the Duration' .

tum diffolvebantur ; & hic fe cohibuit illafque bené
perpendit, & vidit ingentes terrores, & negotia magna,
& turbam occypatam, & operationem, efficacem, &
complanationem, & inflationem, & produtionem, &
deftructionem. The particulars of shis Paflage, would be

f explain'd by the Commensasors upon she Alqran, which
Toave no Opporsunjty of sonfulsing,

I4 . - of
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of thé Looking-glafs ; and if you break
the Glafs, the Image is moft certainly
deftroy’d and vanifhes. In anfwer ta
this 1 muft tell you, that you have
foon forgot the Bargain I made with
you. For did not I ¢¢ll you before that
1t wasa narrow Field, and-that we had
but little room for Explication; and
that Words howevet us’d, would moft
certainly occafion Men to think other-
wife of the thing than really it was?
Now that which%ms made you imggine
this, is, becaufe you thought that the
Similitude muft anfwer the thing re-
prefented in every refpe@. But that
will not hold in any common Difcourfe ;.
how muchlefs in this, where the Sun
and its Light, and its Image, and the
Reprefentation of ‘it, and the Glafles,
and the Forms- which appear in them,
,are all of them things which are infe-
* parable from Body, and which cannot
{ubfift but by it and in it; and therefore
the very Effences of them depend up-
on Body, and they perifh together
with it. B
§. 95. But as for the Divine Effences
and Heroick Spirits, they are all free
from Body and all its Adherents, and
remov’d from them at the utmoft di-
. ftance, nor have they any Conne&ion
. or Dependance upon them., And the
‘ ) ‘ €X-
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exifting or nat exifting of Body isall one-
‘to them, for their fole ConneQtion and
Dependance is upon that ONE TRUE
NECESSARY SELF-EXISTENT
BEING, who is the firft of them,
and the Beginning of them, and the Caufe
of their Exiftence, and he perpetuatesthem
and continues them for ever ; nor do they
want the Bodi¢s, but the Bodies want
them ; forifthey {hould perifh, the Bodies
would perifh, becaufe thefe Effences are
the Principles of thefe Bodies. In like
manner, as if a Privation of that ONE
TRUE BEING could be fuppos’d (far
be it from him,for thereis no God but him)
all thefe Effences would be remav’d toge-
ther with him, and the Bodies too, and all
the fenfible World; becaufe al] thefe havea
mutual Connettion.

§. 96. Now, tho’ theSenfible World fol-
lows the.Divine World, as a Shadow does -
the Boedy, and the Djvine World ftands in -
no peedof if, but isfree fram i, and inde- -
pendent of it, yet notwithftanding this, it
1s abfurd to fuppofea Poiﬁl;ili;y of its be-:
ing annihilated, becaufe it follows the
. Divine World : Bug the Corruption of this
. 'World confifts -in its being changd, not

annihilated. And that glarious * Book
f_palw, where there is no-megtion made of

> gpe——,
N—-
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“Moving the Mountains, and making them like
the World, and Men like Fire-flyes, and dark.
ning the Sun and Moon ; and Eruption of the
Sea, in that day when the Earth [ball be
chang’d into another Earth, andthe Heavens
 likewife. And this is the Subftance of what
.1 can hint to you at prefent, concerning
what Hai Ebn Tokdhan faw, when in that
lorious State. Don’t expe&t that I
- fhould explain it any farther with Words,
for that is even impoffible. '
§. 97. But as for what concerns the fi-
nifhing his Hiftory, that I fhall tell you,
God willing. After his return to the fen-
fible World, when - he had been where we
have told you, he loath’d this prefent
Life, and moft earneftly long’d for the
Life to come; and he endeavour’d to re-
turn to the fame State, by the fame means
he had fought it at ficft, till he attain’d to
it with lefs trouble than he did at firft,
and continu’d in it thefecond time longer
‘than at the firft. Then he return’d to the
Senfible World; and then' again endea- -
vour’d to recover his Station, which he
found eafier than at the fir and fecond:
fime, and that he continu’d in it longer ;
and thus it grew eafier and eafier, and his
Continuance in it longer and longer, time
aftertime, till at laft he could attain ip
when he pleas’d, and ftay in it as long as
be pleas’d. 1In this State he firmly- kept
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himfelf, and never retird from it, but
when the Neceflities of his Body requird
it, which he had brought into as nurrow a
«Compafs as was poflible. And whilft he
was thus exercis’d, he us’d to wifh that it
would pleafe God to deliver him altogether
from. this Body of his, which detain’d him
from that State; that he might have no-
"thing to do butto give himfelf up wholly
to his Delight, and be freed from all that
Torment with which he was afflited, as
often as he was forc'd to avert his Mind
from that State, by attending onthe Ne-
ceflities of Nature. And thus he conti-
nu’d, till he was paft the feventh Septena-
ry of his Age; that is, till he was about
fifty Years of Age, and thenhe happen’d
- to be acquainted with 4sé/. The Narra-
tive of which meeting of theirs, we fhall
~now (God willing) relate,

- & %8. They fay that there wasan Ifland
. not far from that where Hiss Ebn YTokdhan
was born (no matter‘according to which
of thofe two different Accounts they give
of his Birth) into whjch one of thofe good
.Selts, which had fome one of the antient
Prophets (of pious Memory) for its Au-
thor, had retir’d. A Se@ which us’d to
difcourfe ofall things in Natute, by way
of Parable and Similitude, and by that
means reprefent the Images of them to
the Imagination, and fix the Impreffions

, S ' of
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‘of them in Mens Minds, as is cuftfomary in
fuch Difcourfes as are made to the Vulgar.,
This Se&t fo fpread it felf in this Ifland,
and prevail'd and grew {o eminent, that at
laft the King not only embrac'd it him-
felf, but oblig’d his Subjefts to do fo .

too. : _
. Now there were born in this

Ifland, two Men of extraordinary Endow-
ments, and Lovers of that which is Good ;
the Name of the one was A4s4/, and the o-
other Saliman, who meeting with this

- Se&, embrac’d it heartily, and obligd

themfelves to the pun&ual Obfervance of
all its Ordinances, and the daily Exercife
of what was praétis’d in it ; and to this
end they enter’d into a‘League of Friend-
fhip with each other. Now among other
Paffages contain’d in the Law of that Se&,
they fometimes made enquiry into thefe

. Words, wherein it treats of the Defcription

of the moft High and Glorious God, and -
his Angels, and the Refurreétion, and the -
Rewards and Punifhments of a future
State. Now Asi/ usd t¢ make a deeper
.Searchinto the infide of Things, and was
more inclin’d to ftudy Myftical Meanings
and Interpretations. Butas for his Friend

- Saliman, he kept clofe tothe literal Senfe,

and never troubled himfelf with fuch In-
terpretations, but refrain’d from fuch cu-
rious Examinationand Speculation of things,

| | | - How,
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However, notwithftanding this Difference, .
they both were conftant in performing

|

|
|

|

thofe Ceremonies requir’d, and in calling
themfelves to an account, and in oppofing

their Affe&tions. A
§. 100. Now there were in this Law
fome Paflages which feem’d to exhort Men

Retirement and a folitary Life, intima-

- ting that Happinefs and Salvation were to

}

. beattain’d by it; and others which feem’d

" to encourage Men to Converfation, and.
- the embracing Human Society. 4si/ gave
- himfelf up wholly to Retirement, and thofe

. Expreflions which favour'd it were of moft
weight with him, becaufe he was natu-
rally inclin’d to Contemplation, and fearch-

- ing into the Meanings of Things; and his

greateft hope was, that he fhould beft at-

~ tain his End by,a folitary Life. Salimasn,

' on the other fide, applied himfelf to Con-

verfation, and thofe Sayings of the Law
which tended that way, went the fartheft
with him; becaufe he'had a natural Aver«
fion to Contemplation, and nice fifting of
things. And he thought that Converfation
did drive away evil Thoughts, and banifh’d
that Diverfity of Opinions which offer’d
themfelves to his Mind, and kept him from
the Suggeftions of evil Thoughts. In fhort, -
their Difagreement in this particular, was
the occafion of their parting. :

§. 101. Now}é
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. §. 101, Now A4si/ had heard of that
Ifland, in which we have told youthat Haz
Ebn Tokdhan had hus Breeding. He knew
alfoits Pertility and Conveniences, and the
healthful Temper of the Air, fo that it
would afford him fuch a commodious Re-
tirement as he had in his Wifhes. Thither
he refolv’d to go, and withdraw himfelf
from all manner of Converfation, the re-
maining part of his Days. So he took what
.Subftance he had, and with part of it he
- hird a Ship to convey him thither, the
reft he diftributed among the poor People,
and took his leave of his Friend Saliman,
 and went aboard. The Mariners tranf-
rted him to the Ifland, and fet him a-
fhore and left him. There he continu’d
ferving God, and magnifying him, and
fan&tifying him, and meditating upon his
glorious Names and Attributes, without
any Interruption or Difturbance. And
when he was hungry, he took what he had
occafion for to fatistie his Hunger, of fuch
Fruits as the Ifland afforded, or what he
could hunt. And in this State he continu’d
a while, in the mean time enjoying the
greateft Pleafure imaginable, and the moft
entire Tranquillity of Mind, arifing from
the Converfe and Communication which
he had with his Lord ;and every Day expe-
riencing his Benefits and precious Gifts,and
his bringing eafily to his hand fuch things
. T as
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as he wanted, and were neceffary for his
Support, which confirm’d his Beliefin him,

- and was a great Refrefhment to him.

§. 102. Hai Ebn Tokdhan, in the mean
time, was wholly immers’d in his fublime
Speculations, and' never ftirr’d out of his
Cell butonce a Week, to take fuch Provi-
fion as firft came to hand. So that Asi/
did not light upon him at firft, but walk’d
round the Ifland, and compafs’d the Ex-

‘tremities of it, without feeing any Man,

or fo much as the Footfteps of any : Upon
which account his Joy was increas’d, and
his Mind exceedingly pleas’d, in regard
of his compaffing that which he had pro-
pos’d to himfelf, namely, to lead the moft:
retired Life that was poffible.

§. 103. At laft it happen’d, one time
that Hai Ebs Yokdhan coming out to look
for Provifion th the the fame place whither
Asil was retired, they fpy’d one another,
Asal, for his part, did not queftion but
that it was fome religious Perfon, who for
the fake of a folitary Life, had retir’d into
that Ifland, as he had done himfelf, and -
was afraid, left if he fhould come up to
him, and make himfelf known, it might
fpoil his Meditation, and hinder his at--
taining what he hop’d for. Hai Ebn Tokdhan
onthe other fide could not imagine whas
it was, for of all the Creatures he had ever
beheld in his whole Life, he had never

feen
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feen any thing like it. Now A4sé/ had a
black Coat on, made with Hair and Wool,.
-which Hes. Ebn Tokdhan fancied was na-
tural, and ftood wondring -at it a )6?
time. Asdl ran away as hard s he could;
for fear ‘he fhould difturb his Meditation ;.
Hui Ebn Tokdhan ran afterhim, out of anf’
innate defire he. had to kaow the Truth of,
Things. But when he perceiv’d Asil
make fo much hafte, he retir'd a lictle and
bid himfelf from hin ; fo that 45/ thought

he had been ‘quite gone off, andthen he.
. fell to his Prayers, and Reading, and fn<
vocation, and Weeping, and Supplication;:
~ and Complaining, till he” was- altogether.
takenup, foasto mind nothing elfe: - :, .

§. 104. In the mean. time Haé Ebn.
Yokdhan ftole upon him by degrees, and.
Asél took no notice of him, till he came
fo near as. to hear him read and praife
~ God, and obferv’d his humble Behaviour;
and his Weeping, and heard a pleafane:
Voice and diftin& Words, fuch as he had ne- .
verobferv’d before in any kind of Animals:
Then he look’d upon. his Shape and Linea- .
ments, and perceiv’d that he was of the-
fame Form with himfelf, and was fatisfied
that the Coat he had on, was not a natural
Skin, but an artificial Habic like his own.
And when he obferv’d the Decency of his
humble Behaviour, and his Supplication
and Weeping, he did not at all quefht;on
ut
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- but that he was one of thofe Bffences which

had the Knowledge of the TRUE ONE;
and for that Reafon he had a Defire to
be acquainted with him, and to know .
what was the matter with him, and what
caus’d “this Weeping and Supplication.

- Whereupon he drew nearer to him, till

Asdl perceiving it, betook himfelf to his

| ‘Heels again, and Hai Ebn Tokdhan (an{wes

rably to his Vigour and Power both of
Knowledge and Body, which God had
beftow’d upon him) purfu'd him with all
his Might, till at laft he overtook himand -
feiz’d onhim, and held him faft, fo that he
#ould not get away.

§. 105. When 4si!look’d upon him,and
faw him cloath'd with the Skinsof wild
Beafts with the Hair on, and his own Hair
fo long as to cover a great part of his Bo-
dy, and -obferv’d his great Swifinefs and
Strength, he was very much afraid of
him, and began to pacifie him with ftroak-
ing him, and entreating him, but Has Ebsn
Yokdhan did not underftand one word he
faid, nor knew any thing of his meaning
only he perceiv’d that lie was dfraid, and
endeavour’d to allay his Fear with fuch
Voices as he had learn’d of fome of the
Beafts, and ftroak’d his Head, and both
Sides of his Neck, and fhew’d Kindnefs to

.him, and exprefs’d a great deal of Glad-

nefs and Joy; till at laft 4sal’s Fear was
K _ laid
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laid afide, and he kncw that he meant .

bim no harm. '

§. 106. Now Asil long before, out of

his earneft Defire of fearching into the

meaning of Things, had ftudied moft Lan.

guagcs, and waswell skil’d in them. Se
e

began to fpeak to Hui Ebw Tokdhan in .

all the Languages which he underftood,
and ask him Queftions concerning his way
of Life, and took pains to make him un-
derftand“him ; but all in vain, for Hai Ebn
Yokdhan ftood all the while wondring at

. what he heard, and did not know what

was the meaning of .it, only he perceiv’d
that Asil was pleas’d, and well-affefted

towards him. - And thus they ftood wen-
dring one at another. '

§ 107. Now A4si/ had by him fome Re- -

mainder of the Provifion which he had
brought along with him, from the inha-

. bited Ifland from whence he came ; and he

offerd it to Hai Ebn Yokdhan, who did not
know what to make on’t, for he had never
feen any fuch before.  Then 4si! eat fome
of it himfelf, and invited Hai Ebn Tokdhan
by Signs to eat too. But Hui Ebs Tokdhawn
bethought himfelf of thofe Rules which he

had prefcrib’d to himfelf, as to matter of °

Diet ; and not knowing ‘the Nature of
that which he offer’d him, nor whether it

was lawful for him to, partake of it or not, .

he refus'd it, Asa/ fill continu’d urgent,
. . and’
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and invited him kindly: Now Hii Eas
_ Tokdhan had a great Defire to be acquainted
with him, and was afraid that his continu-
ing too ftiff in his Refufal, might alienard
his AffeCtions from him; fo he venturd
upon it, and eat fome.- And when he had
tafted of it, and lik'd it, he perceiv’d thae
he had done amifs, in breaking thofe Pro.
mifes which he had made to himfelf con-
cerning Diet. And he repented himfelf of
what he had done, and had Thoughts of
withdrawing himfelf from 4sé/, and re-
treating to his former State of Contempla<
tion. :

§. 108. But the Vifion did not eafily ap-
pear to him ac firft, upon which he re-
folv’d to continue with -4sd/ in. the fenfible
‘World, till he had thoroughly fatisfied him

-felf concerning him, that fo whenhe had
no further Defire towards him, he might
apply himfelf to his former Contempla-
tions without any Interruption. Where- -

fore he applyed himfelf to the Society of -
Asal, who perceiving that hecould not

- fpeak, was fecure any Damage that

might come to his Religion, by keeping

Companfy with him ; and befides, had

. Hopes of teaching him Speech, Knowled%e
and Religion, and by that means, of ob-

taining a great Reward, and near Ap-

proach to God: He .began therefore to
teach -him how to-fpml}:{ ; fuft, by fhcwl;pg‘

: 2 : m



148 ¢ The Hiftory of

him particular Things, and pronouncing
their Names, and repeating them often,
and perfwading him to fpeak them; whicht
_$ie did, applying every Word to the Thinﬁ ]
by it fignified, till he had taught him a
the Nouns, and . fo improv’d himi by de-
grees, that he could fpeakin a very fhort.
time. '

§.109. Then Asél beganto enquire of
him concetning his way of Living,and from
whence he .came into that Ifland? And.
Hai Ebn Yokdhan told him, that he knew

“vothing of his own Original, nor any Fa-
ther or Mother that he had, but only that
Roe which brought himup. Then he de-

fcrg;’d to him his manner of Living, from
firft to laft, and by what degrees he ad-
wancd in Knowlecrge, till he attain’d the
 “Union with God. When Asil heard him
give an Account of thofe Truths, and
thofe Effences which are feparatefrom the
* Senfible World, and which have the Know-
Jedgeof that TRUE ONE, (whofe Name -
be prais’d); and heard him givean account
of the Effence of that TRUE ONE, and
defcribe, as far as was poffible, what he
witnefs’d (when he had attain’d to that

Union) of the Joys of thofe who are sear

united to Gad, and the Torments of thofe
who are feparated from him.. He made
no donbt but that all thofe things which-
are contain’d in the Law of God [i.e. the

: Alcoran]
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Alcoran) * concerning his Command, his-

Angels, Books and Meflengers, the Day
ef Judgment, Paradife and Hell, were Re-

{femblances of what Hai Ebn Yokdhan had
feen; and the Eyes of his Underftanding

were open’d, and he found that the 40rs-
ginaland the Copy did exaltly agree toge-
ther. And the ways of Myflical Inter-
pretation became eafie to him, and there

appear’d nothing difficult to him in thofe -

Precepts which he had receiv’d, but all
was clear; norany thing fhut up, but all
was open; nor any thing profoufid, butall
was plain. By this means his intelleGtual
Faculty grew ftrong and vigorous, and he
look’d upon Hai Eon Yokdhan with Admi-
ration and Refpeft, and affurd himfelf
that he was one of the Saints of God,
which have no Fear upon them, neither [ball

- . e

t The Arabick Words, Watathibaka indaho’ ’Imekoil
w'almepkoul {gyiﬁ, _ And that which was underftood

reed with that which was copied. But becaufe shas way

expreffing is is obfcyre, I bave chofe rasber so lsave she Ara-
bick Word, and expre(s the Senfe, which is this, Hai Ebn
Yokdhan, having no Advantages of Educasion, had acquir'd all
bis Kpowledge by fingular Indufiry and _Applicasion, till ar laft
be assain'd sothe Vifion of God bimfelf, by which means be [aw
‘all things relasing to 4 fusure Stase, viz. by bebolding in God
the Arcfx’typtl Ldeas, of which all things creased, and what-
forver is reveald ta us, are fuppes'd so be Copies. New Asil,
by comverfing with bim, found, thas the Mckoul, i e. whas
Hai Ebn Yokdhan Jaw blytbi: fort of Speculasion ; and sbe
Menkoul, i.e. what Asil bed learn’d ous of she Alcoran, snd
sbe Tradition of she Prophess, did exaftly anfwer one the

. K3 they

.
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they [uffer Pain. Upon which he iddrefs'a
himfelf to wait upon him, and imitate
him, and to follow his Diretion in the
Performance of fuch Works as he had oc-
cafion to make ufe of ; namely, thofe le.
al ones which he had formerly learn’d
%rom his own Sect. ,

§. 110. Then His Ebs Tokdhan began to
enquire of him concerning his Condition
anﬁ manner of living, ahd A4sél gave him
an account of the Ifland from whence he
came, and what manner of People inha-
- bited it, and what fort of Life they led be-
fore that religious Seft, which we men-
tion'd, cameamgng them, and how it was
now, fince the coming of that Se&.. He
alfo gave him an Account of what was de-
liver’d in the Law [+ e. Aloran] relatin
to the Defcription of the Divine World,
Paradife and Hell, and the Awakening and
" Refurre@ion of Mankind, and their ga-

thering - together to Judgment j and the
Balance and the Way. All which things Has
Ebn Yokdhar underftood very well, and did
not find anyof them difagreeable to what
he had feen, when in that noble Station ;
and he knew that + he that had defcribed
thefe Things , and given an account of
them, had given a true Account, and was
a Meffenger fent from his Lord ; and he

t Mahomer. T e

be-
!
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betiev’d him, and affirm’d his Veracity,
and bore Witnefs to his Meflage. =~

"§. 111. Then he began to ask him con-
cerning the Prece’pts which the Meflenger
of had deliver’d, and the Rites of Wor-
fhip which he. had ordain'd. And Asil
told him of Prayer, Alms, Fafting and Pil-
grimage, and fuch other External Obfer-
© ‘vances, which he receiv’d and pradtis'd,

and took upon himfelf, in Obedience tofhis

- Command, of whofe Veracity he was very
well affured. Only there were two things

" fluck in his Mind, which he wonder’d at,
and could not comprehend wherein the

Wifdom of them did confift. The one

was, why this Meffenger ®f God, in de-
fcribing moft things which relate to the

Diyine World, us'd to exprefs them to

Men by Parables or Similitudes, and wav’d
~a-_perfpicuous Explication of them ; by

which occafion’d Men in a great Meafure
to fall into that Error of afferting aCor%o-'

‘reity in ‘God, and believing Things of that
'T RUE Being, from which he is abfo-

lutely free; and fo in like manner, con-
cerning thofe Things which relate to the

Rewards and Punihments of a Future
. State. The other was, why he went no

farther than thefe Precepts and Rites of

Worfhip, but gave Men leave to gather

Riches, and allow’d them a Liberty as to

matter of Food; by which means they
: K4 _ employd

)
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employ’d themfelves about vain Things,
and turn’d away. from the Truth,
Whereas his Judgment was, that no Body
ought to eat any thing, but only juft to
keeghim alive; and asfor Riches, he had
no Opinion ofthem at all, And when he
faw what was fet down and preferib’d in
the Law, with Relation to Wealth, as
Alms, and the Diftribution of them, and
Trading and Ufury, Mul@s and Punifh-
ments; thefe things feem'd all very odd to
him, and hejudg’d them fuperftuous; and
faid, that if Men underftood Things a-
'ri%‘ht, they would lay afide all thefe vain
“Things, and follow the. Truth, and con-
tent themfelve$ without any thing of all
this; and that no Man would challenge
fuch a. Propriety in Riches, as to have
Alms ask’d of him, or to caufe his Hands

!
1

to becut off, who privily ftole them ; or .

their Lives to be taken away, who had
‘openly robb’d him, _

§. 112. Now that which prompted him
to this Perfuafion, was this, that he
thought all Men were indu’d with an in-
genuous Temper, and penetrating Under-
ftanding, and 2 Mind conftant to itfelf ;
and was not aware how blockifh and ftus
pid they were, how ill-advis’d, and
inconftant in .their Refolutions; info-
much , that they are like Brute Beafts,
nay., more apt to wander out of the

¥ N N WaY
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the way. Since therefore he was greatly.
affeCted with Pity towards Mankind, and
defir’d that he might be an Inftrument of
their Salvation ; a Refolution came into his
Mind of going over to them, todeclare and
lay before them the Truth. This Inten-
tion of his he communicated to his Friend

. Asél, and ask’d him if there could poffibly

be any way contriv’d to come at them.

§. 113. But 4séltold him what fort of
People tbe% were, and how far from an
ingenuous Temper, and how averfe from
obeying the Commands of God; but he had
no Notion of that, but ftill his Mind was

intent upon that which he hop’d to com-. ,

pafs. And A4sil defird that it would
pleafe God, by his means, to dire&t fome
of his Acquaintance which were of a more
pliable Temperthan the reft, and had more
Sincerity in them, into the right way. So
then he was ready to further the Defign
and Endeavour of Has Ebn Yokdhan. Up-
on which they refolvedto keep clofe to the
Sea Shore, without ftirring from it either
Day or Night, till God fhould pleafe to af-
ford them an Opportunity. of croffing the
Sea. And all the while they .were intent
upon this, they continu’d praying to God
to dire& them in this their Bufinefs, and
bringit to an hap[gy Iffue.
§. 114. At laft, as God (whofe Name
b¢ prais’d) would have it, it happen’d,
that
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that a Ship which had loft her Courfe, was
driven by the Wind and Water upon the
Shore of that Ifland; and as it drew near-
er fo Land, they who were in it, feeing
two Men upon the Shore, made towards
them. Then Asé/ fpoke to them, and de-
fir’d them toicarry him and his Companion
along with them inthe Ship; to which
they confented, and took them into the
Ship, andit pleas’d God to fend thema fair
Wind, which, in a fhort time, carried
them tothe Ifle which theydefir'd. ‘There
- they landed, and went into the City ; and
As&ls Friends came all about him, and he
gave ’em an account of Fes Ebn Tokdban,
and his manner of living; fo that People
flock’d to him from every fide, and admir’d

and reverencd him. Then Asé/ told him -

that this Sect was fuperiour to all*other

. forts of Men in Knowledge and Sagacity;
. and that if he could not work upon them,
there were much leffer Hopes ot doing any
- Good upon the Vulgar, :

§. 115.”"Now Saliman (Asil’s Priend,
who we told you chofe Converfation, ra-
ther thar Solitude and Retirement, which
he judg’d unlawful) was Prince and Sove.
reign of this Mfland. So Hei Ebn Yokdhan
began to teach them, and explain the My-
fteries of Wifdom to them ; but fo foon as
eer he began to raife his Difcourfe above
External Things 3 little, and to inculcate

that,

-
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that, the contrary whereof had been fet-
tled, and deeply rooted in their Minds;
they began to withdraw themfelves from
him, “and their Minds had an Abhorrence
for what hefpake. And though they car-
ried -themfelves civilly to him, both be-
caufe he was a Stranger, and out of the
Obfervance which they thought dye to
their Priend Asél, yet they were angry
with him inwardly in their Hearts. How-
ever, he continu’d reafoning with them
mildly Night and Day, and teaching them
the TR UT H, both in Private Pub-.
lick, which ofily increas’d their Hatred to-
wards him, and made them avoid his
Company, though otherwife they were
Lovers of Goodnefs, and defirous.of Truth.
- However, through the Defett of their Na-
ture, they did not fearch for it after the
right manner, nor apprehend it as they
fhould do; but fought the Knowledge of
it after the common way, like the reft of
‘the World. So that he defpaired of doing
any Good upon them, and all his Hopes
of amending "them were defeated, becaufe
they were not willing to receive what he
taught them. " . ~ ‘

§g 116. And afterwards, taking 2 View
of the feveral Ranks-and Orders of Men,
he perceiv’d that every fort of them plac’d
their Delight in thofe Things which they
poflefs’d at prefent, and that. their Appe-
: tites
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tites were their God, and that they loft
themfelves ingathering up the little Things
of this World ; and that the Defire of get-
ting more, kept them emgloy’d till -they
came to their Graves ; and that all good
Counfel was loft upon them ; and that dif-
puting with them had only this Effe&, that

it made them the more obftinate. Andas.

for Wifdom, there was no way for them
toattain it, neither had they any Share in
it. * For Folly bas over-whelmed them, and
what they have fought after, has covered their
Hearts like Rufft 5 -God hds fealed sap thyr
Hearts and their Ears, and their Eyes are
dim, and they [(ball -have [ore Punifbment.

- § 117. When therefore he faw them
compafs'd about with the Curtains of Pu-
nithment, and cover’d with the Darknefs
of the Veil; and that all of them (a few
only excepted) minded their Religion no

otherwife, but with regard to this prefent

‘World; and caft the Obfervance of religi-
ous Performances behind their Backs, not-
withftanding the Eafinefs of them, and

fold them for a fmall Price; and that their -

Merchandize and Trading diverted them

from thinking upon God, fo that they had

no fear of | that Day in which bosh " their

— AR V— -
© ¥ Aicoran, Chap. 2.and 83. :
1 This is an Expreffion taken ous of sbe Alcoran, and is de-

fign'd s expre[s she Gonfufion which the Wicked foall be in’ as stho

Day of Fudgmens, _
Heuxts
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Hearts and Eyes fball be tarnd vound ; he
was fully fatisfied, that it was to no pur--

fe to fpeak to them plainly, neither that
g:owas expedient any Works ’hould be en-

. join’d them beyond this Meafure; and that

-

the greateft Benefit which accru’d to the

- common fort of Men by the Law, was

wholly plac’d in Relation to Things of
this World, viz. thatthey might be ina
Cmnfortab{e way of Living, and that no
Man might invade another’s Property ;
and that there was but here and there one
that attain’d to Happinefs hereafter ;
namely, fuch ‘an one as made it his Bufi<
nefs in this World to provide for another,
and took due care about it, and was a Be-
liever: But that Hell was the Place for
him that err’d from the Truth, and pre-
ferr’d the Life of this prefent World be-
fore it. And what Labour can be great.
er, or what Mifery more compleat than .
his, who works, if you obferve, from the
time he awakes, till he goes to fleep again,
you will find that he does nothing but

. what tends to the attaining of fome one or

other of thefe vile fenfible Things ;" name-

ly, either Riches, to heap:them up; or
Pia

fure , which he may take; or Luft,

* which he may fatisfie ; or Revenge, where-

by he may pacifie his Mind ;. or Power, to
defend himfelf; or fome outward Work
commanded by the Law, whercof he may

make

»
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make a vain-glorious Shew ; or whereby
he may fave his own Neck ? * Now «ll tbc,{:
things are Darkne[s upon Darknefs in ¢
Depth of the Sea, neither is there any of you
. that doth not emter in thither, for fuch is the
‘unchangeable Decree of the Lord, .

§. 118, And when he underftood the
Condition of Mankind, and that the great- -
eft part of them were like Brute Beafts, he
knew that all Wifdom , Dire&ion and

ood Succefs, confifted in what the Mef-

engers of God had fpoken, and the Law
~deliverd; and that there was no other
way befides this, and that there could be
nothing added to it; and that there were
Men appointed to every Work, and that
every one was beft capable of doing that
unto which he was appointed by Nature,
That this was God’s way-of dealing with
thofe which were gone before, and that
~ there is no Change in his way. Where-

upon returning to S«/éman and his Friends,
he begg'd their Pardon for what he had
faid to them, and defir'd to be excus’d,
and told them that he was of the fame
Opinion Wwith them, and went on in the
fame way, and perfuaded them to flick
firmly to their Refolution of keeping with-
in the Bounds of the Law, and the Per-
formance of the External. Rites, and that

G

" * Alcoran, Chap. 24 and 19,

they
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 they fhould not much dive into the Things
that did not concern them: and that in
doubtful Things they {bould give Civdit,
and yield their Affent readily; and that
:il:}' fhould abftain from novel Opinions,
from their Appetites, and follow the
Examples of their pious Anceftors , and
forfake Novelties, and that they fhould a-
void that neglelt of religious Performances
which was {een in the vulgar fort of Men,
and the Love of the World, which he prin-
cipally caution’d them againft. For both
he and his Friend 4si/ knew that thistra-
@able, but defeltive fort of Men, had no
. other way in .the World to efcape, but
only by this meafis; and that if they
fhould be rais’d above this to curious Spe-
culations, it would be worfe with them,
and they would not be able to attain to
the Degree of the Blefled, but would
fluGuate and be tofs’d up and down, and
make a bad End. But on the contrary, if
they continw’d in that State in which they
were till Death overtook them, they fhould -
be happy, and ftand on the right Hand: -
But as for thofe that out-went them, they
fhould alfo take place of them, and that -
they-fbould be the next. - :
§. 119. So they took their leave and left
them, and fought for an Opportunity of
returning to their Ifland, till it pleas’d God
‘to help shem to a Convepiency_of ’Pafiiﬁngci
| n
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And Hai Ebn Yokdhan endeavour'd to attain
to his lofty Station, by the fame means he
had fought it at firft,till he recover’d it; and
Asil followed his Steps, till he came near
him, orwanted but very little of it ; and
thus they continu’d ferving God in this
Ifland till they died. _

§. 120." And thisis that (God affift thee
and us by his Spirit) which we have re-
-ceiv’d of the Hiﬁory of Hui Ebn Yokdhan,
Asil and Saliman ; which comprehends
fuch Choice of Words, as are not found in
-any other Book, nor heard in common
Difcourfe. And it is a piece of hidden
Knowledge which none can receive, but
thofe which have the Knowledge of God,
nor can any be ignorant of it, but thofe
which have not. Now we have taken a
contrary Method to our pious Anceftors,
as to their Refervednefs “in this Matter,
- and Sparingnefs of Speech.” And the Rea-
fon which did themore eafily perfuade me
to divulge this Secret, and tear the Veil,
was, becaufe of the corrupt Notions which
fome Pretenders to Philofophy in our Age
have broach’d and fcatter’d, fo that they
are diffus’d through feveral Countries, and
the Mifchief which arifes from thence ‘is
become Epidemical.  Fearing therefore left
thofe weak ones, who reje& the Tradition
of the Prophets (of Bleffled Memory) and
make choiceof that which is deliver’d them

by

/




APPENDIX 16

by Fools, fhould imagine that thefe Opt
nions are that Secref} which ought to be
with-held from thofe who are not wor-
thy orcapable of it, and fo their Defireand
Study of thefe Opinions fliould be increas’d.
I have thought good to give them a Glimpfe
of this Secret of Secrets, that I might draw
them into the right Way, and avert them
from this other. Neverthelefs, I have not
fo deliver’d the Secrets which are compre-
hended in thefe few Leaves, as to leave
them without a thin Veil or Cover over
them, which will be eafily rent by thofe .
who are worthy of it ; but will be fo
thick to him, that is unworthy to pafs
beyond it, that he fhall not be able to
ges through it. And I defire of thofe my
Brethren who fhall fee this Difcourfe, that .
they would excufe me for being fo eafi-
ly induc’d to explain it, and fo free in
the Defcription of it ; feeing I had not
done fo, if I had not been elevated to
fuch Heights, as tranfcend the Reach of
Humane Sight. And I was willing to
exprefs it in eafie Terms, that I mighs
difpofe Men, and raife a Deflire in them
to enter into the right Way. And I
beg of God Pardon and Forgivenefs’,
and that he would pleafe to bring us
to the true and certain Knowledge of
himfelf, for he is gracious and hbera}
L .. Q.
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of his Favours. Pesce be to thee , my |
Brother , whofe Prom®ion is decreed , and
the Mercy and Bleffing of God be upom thee.

: Phiﬁ be to God alone.

T he End.;
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vation, without the Ufe
of external Means, is brief-
ly confider’d.
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' ‘ THE .
§ 1. 2. " HE Occafon and Defign of this
_ R - Difeourfe. 4.3 4, 5. God’sway.
of teaching his People was by Prophess. §.6,
7. Prophecy not attain’d by amy Applicatian or -
Induftry, &Lt depended upon the {oﬁtim will
of Ged., §. 8. al;ul confequently the Vifion of
God, or beholding the Divine Being, which
#s [uperior to Prophe[ying, cannot be [o attain’d,
. 9. That it was never mention’d as attsina-
le, nar the Search of it recommended by the -
Prophesr Mofes. §. xo. Nor anyother Pro-
phets that [ucceeded him. §, x1. What was .
not enjoy’d in the early Times of Chriftianity,
when the Gifts of the Spirit were more plen-
tifully pour’d out, cannot be expected now,
§. 12. But fuch a Power, whereby 4 Man
might (without external Helps) attain to the
true- Kpowledge of God, and Things nece[[ary
to' Salvation, was mo where promis'd by our
Saviour. §.13. Nor mj?’ by devout Per.
Jons im the firft times of the Gofpel ; which is
prov’d from the Example of the E%nuch.
. 14,
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§, 14. And Cornelius. §.15. The whole
T?aﬂraf the Apofties Daﬂrme forlnd; ws to
expeit the Vifion of God im this Life.
§. 16. From all which is inferr’d, that thofe
Scrtpmre:, which /}eale [ fbe plent iful Effu-
. fion of the § {mt in the Gof pel imes, are
mifunderftood Enthaﬁajf: §.17. Why we
are not to expe& Prophets now. . §. 1{
thefe things be denied to Chrt_/ham, they are
not to be?otmd among [t Heathens or Maho-
metans.  §. 19, 20, 21. The Enthufiafim. of
our Author md otber: :mfared §.23. Con-
duﬁam
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APPENDIX, &c.

§. 1. HO’ the preceeding Hiftory, upon
the account of the lively Image

and Reprefentation which it gives of un-
fpotted Virtue, unfeigned Love of God,
and Contempt of the %‘hings of this Life,
"does very well deferve to be read : So, as’
it-contains feveral things co-incident with
.the Errors of fome Enthufiafts of thefe pre-
fent Times, it deferves to be confider’d.
Upon which Account, I had no- fooner
fuffer'd my felf to be perfwaded to ynder-
take the Tranflation of this Book, than I
determin'd to fubjoin fome Refletions up-
on fuch }:art of it as feem’d to me moft
worthy of Confideration, Left otherwife,
that Book, which was by me defign’d for

the Innocent, and not altogether unprofi-

table Diverfion of the Reader, might acci:

dentally prove a means of leading fome -

into Error, who are not capable of judging

aright ; and of confirming others in_their

Miftakes, who, through their own Weak-

nefs, or the Prejudiceof a bad Education,

have the Misfortune tq be led qut of the
o way,
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.- And I was the more willing to do
mecaufc there has been a bad Ufe made
of this Book before.

§.2. There are a great many Errors both
in his Philofophy and Diwvinity : And it was
impoflible it fhould be otherwife, the one
being altagether Ariffore/ian, the other Ma-
hometan. 1 fhall pafs over the greateft part
of them, as not being likely to do any
barm; and confine my felf chiefly to the
Examination of this ‘Fundamental Error
of my Author, viz. * Fhat God.has given
fuch-a Power or Facalty to Man, whereby he
may, without any extersel Means, sttasn to
she Kpowledge of all things meceffary to Salvas
_ téon, and ovem to the Hfuiﬁdc Vifios it ‘ﬁf,
. whilf in this State: In doing which I {hall’
fill have regard to the Errors receivd
concerning t things in the prefent
Age.

"~ 4.3. In order.to this I fhall examine
‘the ‘Ways and Means by which the Peo-
pleof God inall Ages, came to the Under-
ftanding of his Will. Now ’tis evident,
from the abfurd Notions which the an-
‘cient Heathens had of the Deity, and their
Holatry, that Mankind was . fo far dege-
nerated and deprav’d, that they had loft
the true Knowledge of God, and’ of his
Attributes, and confequently were igno-

e T I T -y

¥ See.§.84, 85, &c.

Taint
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rant of their Duty towards him ; f{Of
which reafon, God was pleas’d, out of his
infinite Love and Mercy .towards Man.
kind, to fend at fundry times Propbess ;
that is, Men who were infpir’d by the
Holy Spirit, and had the Will of God im-
mediately reveald. to them; to the end
that they might inftru& others how to
ferve him (the ancient Tradition receiv’d
from our firft Parents, and thofe good
Meén which fucceeded them, being now
almoft worn out, and over-grown by the
increafing Wickednefs of the World) and |
thereby gvoid thofe Judgments which
would otherwife infallibly overtake them,
if they continu’d in Impenitence and Dif-
obedience. - :

§. 4. This was the Means which the
Generality of the People of God had to
know his Will. They receivid it from the
Prophets, who had it smmediately from God.
So that the Difference of their Knowledge
confifted in the Manner of their receiving
of it, not in the Things receiv’d, whic
were the fame both to the Prophers and
the Peple. Only the Prephets receiv'd it
émmediately, but not the People ; for then
confequently they would all have been
Prophets, which it is plain they were

No¢. »
§. 5. And when it bad pleas’d God to
- give aclearer and fuller Revelation O%?‘iﬁ
1
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Wil to the Prophet Mofes ; what was de-
liver’d to him, was committed to the
Care of the Priefts, of whom both King
and People were oblig’d to learn their Du-
ty. Deut. xvii. 18. And it fball be when he
fitseth upon the Throne of his Kjngdom, that
he [ballwrite him a CZJ of this Law in & Book,
out of that which is vefore the Priefts the Le-
wites, and it [ball be with him, and be [ball
read therein all the Days of - his Life, that he
may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep
all the Words of this Law, and thefe Statutes,
..o dothem. And Malachi xi, 7. The Prie[:
Lips [bould preferve Kpowledge , and they
fbould feek the Law ar his Moath, for he is
the Me[[enger of the Lord of Hofts. So that
they were not to feek after any other
more perfe& manner of Worfhip, than
what was deliver’d in that Book, nor to
expett that thofe Truths or Precepts which
~were contain’d in it, fhould be reveal’d
to them anew, either by any Prophet liv-
ing in their time, or by immediate Reve-
latson ; but to draw all their Inftru&ions
- from the aforefaid Helps. And accordingly
we never find any of the Prophets making
any Alteration in the Law, or calling the
People to a more perfe&t way of Worfhip.
_From whence ’tis plain that they were
well affur’d of its Sufficiency, till the
Meffias, who was to compleat it thould
eome; and their never bidding the People
‘ " to
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t0look for ang'eodler way of teaching than
. what was ta be had from that Book, and
the Mouth of the Priefts, proves evidently
that they knew thofe means to be fufhi-
cient. S :
§.6. Thus we have feen which way
the generality of the People of God were
taugf?(;‘ let us now examine by what means
the Prophets attain’d their Faculty of Pro-
hefying. and wherein it did confift. Now
it is moft certain. that the Faculty of Pro-
* phefying cannot be attain’d by any A})pli-A .
cation or ‘Improvement of our Abilities
whatfoever, but depends wholly and en-
tirely upon the pofitive Will of God, who
upon important and weighty Occafions,
in his own due time, and .to fuch Perfons
as feem beft in his infinite Wifdom, does
fend fuch as he is pleas’d to fet apart and
qualifie for that Service, by the Infpiration
of his Holy Spirit. * For Prephecy came nes
in old time by the Willof Man; but holy Men
of God[pake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghoft. It muft not denyed, but thata fo-
ber, righteous and godly Life, a Heavenly
~ Converfation, and the keeping our felves -
ure. both in Body and Spirit, are excel-
ent Means to invite the Holy Spirit to
dwell in and abide with us. And this is
agreeable toright Notions of the Purity of

-

-

——— — e : *

U % 2P 120,

God,
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Glsl, and his Love of that which is Good,
and Abhorrence of that which is Bvil: Itis -
confirm’d by right Reafon, the Teftimony
of ancient- Churches and Holy Scripture
it felf. But then the Queftion is, How
does God dwell in thofe that are his 7.
Certainly, not fo as to make Prophets of
them, but to ftrengthen them in their Haly
Refolutions, and enable them to perform
fuch Things as tend moft to his Glory,
and their own Salvation. And wupon ‘a
due Examingtion, we {hall find that this
. is ail which the greateft number by far of
Godly Men ever attajn’d ; who notwith.
fiandieg mul by no means be aceus’d
of Slothfulnefs in -not approvipg thejr
- Talent, nor.of being wanting in their En-
. deavours to make the neareft Approach-
es -to God that they werg capable o¥ :
-§. 7. This will appear further, if we
~ confider that thofe means which were usd
by Holy Perfons of Old, in order to she
Improvement- of -themfelves or others, in
the Exercife- of Piety and Religion, canaot
upon any account be reckon’d as means of
their becoming: Prophets. Tho’ Sewgel
was dedicated to the:Service of God from
his Birth, and it pleasidGod tochufe him
~ for-a Prophet ; -yet'shere is ®a gueftion to
. be made, but that there were feveral others
fo dedicated, which—did--never-prophefy,
: ... The
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. 'Tho® Daniel was heard * from the firft 4ay
~ that he did fet bis-Hears to underftand, and
" 20 chaften him[elf before God, and had an
| Angel fent to him with a2 Revelation, yet
~ cannot that difciplining of himfelf be in
any wifeaccounted a Caufe of i’ﬁlat Revela-
. tion; for if it were, the fame Method
. would produce the fame Effe& in another
| Man. Andtho’ there were particular Ad-
vantages in being a Member of the Col-
lege of Prophets; as the Prophet + Amos
intimates, where he fays, I wasno Propher,
nor & Prophes’s Son (which muft be interpre-
ted The Scholar of & Prophet, for the Scho-
lars of the Prophets are alwayscall’d Soss
of the Prophets in Scrfigtnre) yet none of
thefe Means were fuflicient to help Men
to the Gift of Prophecy. The pious Pa-
rents thought it a very good way of im-
proving their Children in the Fear and
Love of God, and the Knowledge of his
Will, to have them brought up under
‘thofe Holy: and Exemplary Men the Pro-
phets; and accordingly they waited upon
them, went on Errands anddid their Ser-
vice; at the fame time enjoying thegreat
“Advantageof their Example and Difcourfe,
And according to their Example, even after
Prophefy was ceas’d among the Fews, the
eminent Men and chief Do&tors of the

" *Damxo12, T Amos vii, 14 -

- | - Law
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“Law had their Scholars and Difcjples, more
or fewer, according to the Credit and
Efteem of the Mafter. So that.our Blef:
fed Saviour’s chufing his twelve Diftiples,
was no new thing among the Fews, but
had been pralis’d all along, fince thofe
Schools of the Prophets. But never did
any one imagine, that thefe means of Dif-
cipline, or any other, were Steps to the at-
taining the Gift of Prophecy, which al-
ways depended, not upon Mens Acquire-
_ments or Improvements in that which -
D is food, but upon the pofitive Will of
Go

§. 8. Now, if, as appears from what is
alreale} faid, God has not afforded to Man,
any Means whereby he can attain to the
more inferior Degree of Prophecy,-which.
confifts in having only fome part of his
“Will reveal’d ; and that not conftantly . or
~ habitually, but as occafion ferves: How

vain and fond is it then for any one to ima- .
gine that he has givea him a Capacity of
enjoying his Prefence as he is, and of * fee-
- ing all things in him? Which is as much
:above the Artainments of the greateft
Prophets, as theirsis above' the weakeft of
Men. For if we confider we fhall ‘ find
:thac the Prophets Bufinefs confifted in.de-

. * By feeing all things in- God, I beve wo rogerd ze
Mr. Malebranch's Notion, bus only to shas of oxr Ausber.

See §. 90, e,
T livering
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livering a particular Meffage -to one or
more ; the Contents of which fometimes
they receiv’d + by Day, which fort of Vi-
fion" is call’d ™ww Machazeh, or, xR
Mareeh, or elfe by Night in a Dream, and
this was call’d ©%n Hbalim, a Dream, or
mon jmn Hezyon Hallaiyelah, o Nottur.
nal Vifion. But what'is either or both
thefe to the Intuition of the Divine Pre-
fence? There is as much Difference, as there
is between a great Courtier and a Favourite,
who when he pleafes, enjoys the Prefence

of his Prince, and one who is now and -

then fent by himon an Errand. And yet
to fuch a degree of Enthufiafm have fome
gone, as our Author here in particular,
and feveral more of the fame ftrain. in thofe

. former Ages, and the Quietiffs and other
 Myfticks and Enthufiafts in our times,

that nothing will down with him lefs than
the Intuition of the Divine Being, and they

defpife * Meditation, as a mear thing, and

too much below one that afpires to Per-
feGtion. And this, it feems, is attainable -
by Application and continued Exercife ;
whereby they have at once fet all Mankind
in a Capacity of out-doing infinitely the
ancient Prophets, whoif they had known
any thing of this way, certainly would

. { Maimenides in Pocockii Persa Mofis, p. 171.

* Seeshe Lesser concerning she Ruiesifts, printed with she

'B. of Sarum’s Lesserss -
S - not
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fiog have been fo fparing of it in their Wri-
tings, efpecially when their Bufinefs was
to labour for the Benefit and Inftru&ion
of Mankind. But there is not one word
in all their Writings which favours this
Opinion, from whence we may fafely con-
clude, that they had no fuch Notion ; and
et it muft not be in the leaft doubted,
ut that they were . throughly acquaint--
ed with the Will of God, and knew
more of his fecret Counfel than any other
Menin the World whatfoever.
© §IX. Tt. muft needs be acknowledg’d
by us Chriftians, as well as by the Jews,
that Mofes was, without Controverfie, the
the greateft Prophet that ever appear’d up-
on Earth before our Saviour’s time, and
had the moft frequent and greateft Revela-
tions of the Divine Will. Igor tho’ it wasa
- fingular Favour which God vouchfafed the
_othert Prophets, in communicating to them
fome of the Secrets of his Purpofes; yet Mo-
fes was the Man whom God chofe to be
:h;;l‘nﬂfrun;exg off tll:e Deliverance of his
People Ifracl, uch convincing Signs and
Wonders, as w};re undeniable Egvidlgncesbf
‘the Divine Power by which they were
wrouglit, and who: was not only to be
God’s Meflenger to his Peoplein fome few
Particulars, but the immediate Receiver of
that Law, and all the Oeconomy,. both
Ecclefiaftical and Civil, by which God’s
: - - People
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People. were to be govetn’d without any
Addition or Diminution, fo many hundred
Years, till tHe Comingof the promis’d Mefa
fias. . God himfelf bears Witnefs to this, .
Numb. xii. 6. If there be.a Prophet. among you,
1the Lord will make mgy felf kriown anito hins i
a Vifion, and will [peak unto him in & Dream.
| My Servant Mofts 1¢ not fo, who is fuithful in.
all mins Houle. With him will :I [pesk month
to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
Speeches, and the Similitade of the Lord [ball be
behold. Now Mofes had not been faithful
in God's Houfe, if he had not-reveil’d the -
whole Will of God to his People, 2s it was
deliver’d to him ; which moft certainly he
did. Buthow? Why, hecommands the:
People thus, Dest.vi.17. Tos [ball diligent=
4y keep the Comm andments of theLord yoar Gody:
and his Teftimonies and his Stasutes. which he.
-hash commanded thee ; which were, no doubt;
the very fame which he had receiv’d upom -
" Mount Sinai. - Nor did this Holy Man, this
‘ fasthful Servant in God's Houfe , ever re-
“‘commend, or fo much as hint any fuch Ser~
vice of God, as is dream’d of by our- M)
ftisks, or give the leaft Encouragement for
( any to hope for the Gifc of Prophecy, or
an Intuition or beholding the Divine Bei
in this State. -And yes it is certain thag
both Mofes himfelf, and Multitudes of o~
thers after him, were Heavenly-minded
Men, and did that whilcxh was acceptable
~ ia
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in theSight of God, -and fhall be Partakers
df Bverlatting Glory. . g
- §. 10. Nor did any of the Prophets,
which camie after him,” ever-advance any
fuch refin’d wal{:)f Worthip ;' but conftant-
ly blam’d the People for not obferving the
aw of Mofes, and negle&ing the Sratutes
and O'rdiganacs which he had left' thet,
And the Sut of their Prophecies confifts,
either in Exhorting, Reproving, Promi-
fing or Thieatning, and forne Hints of the
Mffizs. But not one SE]abla concerning
‘any fiichabftrated Worfhip, norany Men-
tion' made .of Mens attaining the - Bearsfick
Fifion. Notwithftanding/which, there have
been, amt:-ftill are, 2 great many deluded
Souls, who imaginc thut the warm. Con-
tions of diftemper’d Braias, ared ‘great
fure of that Holy Spirit by which the
ohd Prophets fpake ; and. prérend to fucha
Familiarity and intimiate Converfation with
God ; fuch:an entire: Communication: sad

Entercourfe, that thez;mi’gm, if whit they

feud were true; feem :to:be glorified:

" rather chan Prophess, ‘ﬁxbjafg? to the like: In<
ficanities with.other Med 2dnd.- to Mave Teft
the Church Militant to tike theis plack i
t%: -Triumphaat. - Not: cdnfidering, “that
a thlsis.w{'a pleafing fort of an Aflufes
sent; a Fool’s Paridife, and grounded ‘ip.
dn'no beteer: Réifon or Foundatiol, this
the Man. that was difiraétad -had'#6 fancy
N ) . " hime

N

!
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Kimfelf an. Empeyorg end Al -that. came a-
hous: i, his . Subjsds: -, Thefe Men' do
not confider that'we live,in: fuch.am.Agg
of the World; .as wesare nat ta expedt fuch

_extraordinaty Effuliensof the.Spitie:: All

that we can reafonably expelt, or that God

. has promis’d, isy to-give his Holy . Spirjt.to
chofo et o Y P

that ask it-of him; that: is, o0
guidg thenr by his gracipus Affiftance, as

that they .may averoome: their. Spiritual

Enemies,. gnd: be crow’d: hereafter. with
Glory .and Immoreality.s: which certainly
eughs- te coment; any- neafonable. Man,
wishawt , afpiring to, Immediate Revelution,
Pxogbw,yiobpa,inipg che Hifion of Gody and
fuch;like T hings, which God' has deny’d to
s, whillbmchisStates T

1§ 1. Indeed, if it, were in Religion, as

’

deal: mare Reafoni have been ex

i .drti and Scences, it might with 4. greac -
that .c?;ﬁde.ring thevaft Diftance: aE Time.

fince the firft planting of the Chyiftian Reli-
Eig:,x:pﬁhig; prefent Age, we might have
improv’d to a. Degree of ‘Prophecy.

For Arts and: Sciemces receive their Begin-

sings fsom very fmall Hints ac firft, and
are afterwards 1improv’d proportionably o
the Indnfiry,and Capacity . of thofe wito
cujtivete. them ;. and .chercfore we may

‘seafbnably: .expedt, thas. she, longer th?

‘sontinue,) the more_they will be advanc’d.
-But the tafe. is v‘aﬁlyM" erent i Religion,
IR . ' 2

which -

[y
I S .
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which is always beft and pureft atits firft
ferringout.  And thereis a very good Rea-
fon to be given, why it fhould be fo; for
after the firft Covenant made by God with
Mankind in the Perfon of Adsm; every o-
ther Difpenfation has found Men under 2
State of Corruption, and in the altual Pof-
feffion of Errors, diametrically oppofite to
thofe Truths which it came to inftrut them
in ; and therefore it was requifite that the
means to remove thefe at firft, fhould bear
Proportion with the Difficulties they were
to encounter.’ Upon which account, -at
the Beginning of any new Difpenfation,
thofe Perfons whom God was pleas'd to
employ to publifh it to Minkind, have been
endu’d with moreZeal and greater Abilities;
. than the Profeffors of the {ame Religion in
after. Ages. And dsno Perfon-can doubt,
but that the Jewifh - Religion was much
-more perfe& in"the Days of Mofes, and
thofe which immediately fucceeded him,
than in after Times, when it was obfcurd
and mudded by Pharifaical Inventions and:
Traditions : . So muft it alfo be confefs’d,
that the Chriftian Religion was much more
-perfe& in the Days ‘of the Apoftles, and the
Ages immediately. fucceeding' them, than
fince it has been.obfcur’d by the Intereft of
the Defigning ‘on the one hand, and'the
Prejudice and Ignorance of the Unlearned
on the other. . And this is what is plainly
Coe F CcONe
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confefs'd by the Pratice of moft contending
Parties amongft the Profeffors of Chriftia-
- nity ; who conftantly make their Appeals

to the carlicft Writers of the Primitive
Chriftian Church, and ufe all means to
bring them over to their own Side ; which
is an evident Copceffion that they value
their Authority, and look upon them as
the moft competent Judges of their Contro-

verfies. . Now, if I fhall make it appear,
that there was no fuch thing as is contend-

ed for by our Enthufiafts, in thofe early

Times, when the Holy Spirit muft'be con- -
fefs’d on all hands to be more plentifully

it will appear evidently to any unpre-

ic’'d Perfon, that it is not atall to be ex-
pected under the Chriftian Difpenfation.

§. 12, To begin therefore with our Blef-

. fed Saviour himfelf. It is evident that he

- never recommended any fuch way of wor-

ﬁour’d out than in the fucceeding Ages; I
- ho
)

fhipping God, as is contended for by the

Myfscks, nor promis’d to reward the moft
fincere of his Followers with the Vifios of
God whilt in this Staté.- As for his own
Life, which is cestainly ‘the moft perfe&
Pattern, it was Affive to the greateft De.
gree ; and bating fome times of Reti t,
to pray or the like, was wholly fpent in
Converfation, and doing Good to others,
Then as to the Subftance of his Do&rine,

it confifted in acquainting the Jows that he
tlﬁed 30‘1.“1\}"83 3,7j vy
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himfetf was the MefEoyf witofe Coiriialr was
fo long ago, and'fo often forewid by tixe
Ancient - Prophets. He -alfo- mg\mnmd
shem with the Nature of his'O
Mediatorfhip, and thew’d thesh how: migh.
tily they were miftaken in their Enterpreca-
. tions of thé: Prophets concerning him. - He
Jet them kmow,’ chat,. contrariz to sheir
Bxpeltation, his Kingdom was.not of this
‘World; but that his Bufine(s 'was to bring
Men:out -of DarkneS to Lighe; and:from
the Bo e and Slav:rdy of Sm,:tof!the Lis
he Sons of God.. “He:talyght them
:Lmdbp aur:un&odly Luﬁs" and to 4t
eheu' Hearts upon:/Things above §
thetn, that if they. nannnu’d; it lus:
they Thould be rewanded. w;mevérlaﬁ
Happine$s. And left-his Diftiples,and: ;homi%
€hit ches twhich fhould be. phmed by their
3 fhoudd>be. deftitupe:iof: neceflary
 Enowirngemens:and: v fiftancs; heaflures
thom i mofk. endearing ‘Tdims, of his
Lowe wowards and: Gare over: :hgm, and
- promifcs fpeedily vo-ferd them, ¥ the - Coms.
fmw <the Spirit.of Frarh, which Guould not
ﬁix{l’m thein ofhxs owny andithe Faz
% Love rowards them, bt alfo:enable -
shunt: o wotlr firch Micacles. ad fhould be -
faflieieite v& cdufismvthe Truth oficheis Mifs
.ﬁ'ou' » Rat Ino legne protmfcsuhe Enjoy-

“”‘“‘w-—f, - v.-ﬂ-b—w-n-v-

;thm xuuvmwm. BRI
- ‘. ment
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ment of the Bastifick Vifior herey but -bid-

them to expeét: their Reward -hereafter-; |

" affuring them, .that -+ whisher be . went they

sowld vt follow him.now, but fbould follow biws
ttrwards ; and thathe wens to prepare a place
or them, Nor did he even mention his ha-
viag purchas'd for Mankind fuch'a Privis

lege, - as that chey might, by dikigently

improving what was given them, come tQ.
God without any other Means, . but rathey
the: quite ‘contrary : For he fays, * No
Man cometh to the Father but by me ; now

eexfainly the way tocome to Chrift, is to .

believe.in him ;. which, .according to the
preach

. §. 13. And as ovr Bleffed: Saviour did .
- mever promide to reward the Endeavours of
- fincere Perfons, with fuch a Power where»

by they might attain, witheut aay Extece
»mlrll\’d‘zans, all Thin,gs neceflary-to Salva-
tion, much lefs the Eatyition, .or beholdia

the Divine Prefeace whilf} in this Life; 10

~ meither do we find that they either expetts
‘ed orenjoy’dit. The Method-of God 'ia

teaching his People; was fill:the fame as
gv&hhn;% been, gn.; by revealing his Wiﬁ

to fome few , in order to the having.is -

commupicated . by their Miniftry to others;
And I defire any one that. thunks othesr-

H N i & J: ¢, W4 . Ca Tre = RA]
1 Sebwsiiis 36, v, 902:2 Foloi xive 7, Rome %3738,
' . . M 4 .W‘f?,

A ’a.s. Paﬁd,}.[x"eﬁ:lpppfes, ll‘marmg bim
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wife, to produce me one fingle Inftance

«of -any Perfon thatcame to the true Know»
ledge of God', and the neceffary ‘meahs
. of %alvation, but by this way. The con-

‘trary is evident from the Example of the
Eunnch (Aéts viii.) who was a devout Per-
fon, and well difpos’d; and we find his
Zedl and Sincerity rewarded by God's
gdgtn to him a proper Perfon to in-

u&® him.. LR

" §.'14. Whichis ftill further confirm’d by
‘the Example of Cornelixs (A&sx.) who be~
ing & devout Mun, and one that fear’d God
with all ‘his Houfe, and gave much Alms to
she People, and. pray’d to God always, was fo
" far accepted by God, that he was’ graci-
oufly pleas’d’ to provide Means .for . his
“further Inftrution im his Duty, and fent
;?le:erl 10 inﬁteud&' him: ‘Whereby he lg.’s

Jainly pointed out to us the wa
Whichy he would " have us feek: fcn'y th{
Knowledge of him, wiz. by -applying our
felvgs - to fuch as he has appointed to teach
his Péople. Accordingly we find that Cor~
melius's Alms and Devotions , and incef~
fant waiting upon God', did neither ad-
vance him to the Beatifick Vifion, nor fo
far'ds to: have thofe Truths prefented ta
kim by ‘way .of Obje&t, immediately, which
‘were ‘neceffary. to. be believ’d by him in
order to his- Salvation ; neither is, he at
all edtourag’d to look for or depend up-

on -




"APPENDIX 185
" om Vifiow or Istuition, bur is fent to 3
-Man ‘like himfelf, . to hear with his qut-’
ward Ears, thofe things which concern’d”
his Eternal Welfare. Whereas , if God
ha[? | ez;r: hgranteg ,tobMankmd i g aﬁPO\yer
where might, by due Application
laex:id At;etét‘i&n, maciln to a fufficient Know-
S,alg!:tio'n; or, if fuch a Privilege, though
deny’d before, had been purchas’d .by Je.
~fus Chrift; there is no queftion, but Per
fons fo extraordinarily well qualified as
thefe two good Men, Corwelims and’ the.
Eanych., were, wonld have enjoy’d the
Benefit of it ; and then the Event would
have been,-that by their conftant actends
ing upon God, and unwearied Diligence
in meditating and pra&nﬁns good Things,
they would have inereas’d in Spirjtual
Knowledge, and made nearer Approaches
10 God,. tll they had attain’d to Perfe-
. £hion, But we. find nothing like this,
- but_that on the contrary they were ob-
ig’d to be infiructed by the fame means
§

¥

which God had appointed for other Men,
. §. 15, And then as to matter of 7ifi-
on, the whole Tenor of the Apoftle’s Do
Qrine runs counter to it, S, Peu/ tells
v, dmtfoall thgfc tzl:!oble A&;on“sr which
' were perform’d by the Ancient Worthics
(Heb. gei.) were dope thro’ Faith; which
3 himfclf defines, it (v.i.) ity The Sybe
¥ Juna



184 AL4PPENDIX
Jansr of Things hoped for, sbe: Evidente-
Things .not feen, ‘It is an Affent
We give: to Tb;?n a5 true,. which we
ean’ neither apprehiend. by our Bcnﬁzs, nor
demonflrate- by our Reafoning ;. fo- that
the only Objplts of our Famh are:fuch
Things as we recewe uponthe Gredit:of
another; swhich, how far.it is' from ¥5
fion , i 15 evxdem: o comimon Senfe..: :And
the Rine -Apoftle tells us, that: mow. we fee
through & &lafs dprk{y ‘nand ¢thas *flmlcm
”w m‘md pbeﬁa in 4rt. v L
: *16' Bence it s’ lam xhat:all chole
ixts wikith fpeale. ‘ithe plentifol - Bffu-
ot oF the’Spmt inthdtimes ‘of the . Go-
fpél, ard mifundecftood: by~aft: thofe, -
who f rtir}p:zthcm’ dfver faoh’ 3 manger,
a5 if vhad giveif fisch 3 Meafure of
n: o al‘l:ﬁMaorgkmd h:hat upon me 13:-
ﬂ:, t & 0 the
;&’n me of -all Thi
ta 'Balvanemt 3Whoveds it ap-
ars' diat ‘every il the earlieft Tithes:of
: ﬁ -{thére lwas a0 fuch thing s
but then an’ the - Chuﬂ!hes weve -
by the, Nﬁn&ﬁr{ th’éd oftles, who or-
dam’q’ 0 - LU ther” i% their
Office; 1P rierefore/in thofe Timés kwag
fot - grafited; it is & fidiculous Ablurdi
tp qx}:eﬁ*n—m this Age ;i and 04 €

Aﬂ)')u')_;__.' 4_‘1

feorxih.u,s.* R R Tt o
T o P‘E“«"?

L»n




APPENDIX 13y
Degree, cither of Impudence -or' Madnefs
] qo'zgrctelﬂ“to;in;: "i IR BT
¢ 17 Binde it is ‘not foreign' to-she
Mateer- in-hand, . the Reader will, Ihops,
pardon me if. 1 digrefs a little, to fhew
“why'wei cannot:. reafonably expe& Pio-
phets; now. .And it {eems.to me, that
there ~ave feveral Reafons to. be givea
- why-there fheuld: be Prophets during the
;Lt . time- of the Mbfaical Difpénfation, rather
' than after ‘the Gofpel  had taken Root.
Fory \the Prpmijfes made to the Jews hac
ing Relation to their pofleffing the Land
of Cuvaan, God ‘was pleas’d to fend. them
Prophats to -quicken theic Memories, and
‘them in- mind of their Dury , that
~ thetsby his Judgments might be averved
from .them ; (and efpecially, becaufe of the
prevailing Idofatry of thofe Times; for
after’ they were well fix’d .in the Praltics
.qf the True Religion, and- out of ¢has
Danger, we find no Prophets; ) and .we
find that moft of the Anciens Frophecies
tend shat'way..  But now wg are quite ups
on: another Bottorm ; we are taught, that
we hwvé kere mo sovtinusng City ; chat, whes
.thefé Tabernacles (bl bs ﬂazl”,*weimk &
Kxbitation ndas made wivh Hands, eteynal i the
, Hleaiens, That we are 10 Jfor our Minds o
Things above, not on Things om the Earthy -
that we arcto dewy-onry y~and take—up
our Crofs and_follow Chrift ; that, through
Y » - . many

|
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wany Tribulations we muft enter into the King- -

dom of Heaven, and many Paflages to t

fame Effe@, So that to have Prophets
foretelling. future Events, relating to the
. Welfare and Prefervation of our Tempo-
rals, or the contrary, feems not fo proper

fora People, whofe very Profeffion fuppofes

them to havelaid afide all Solicitude .con~
cerning them. Again, before the Coming
of Chrift, God’s Will was but imperfectly
reveal’d; 4nd it was neceflary that there
fhould be Fore.runners to prepare the way
agaipft his Coming, and raife the Expe(ta,
ﬁo&ﬁm in the People; that they might
be the betrer prepar’d to receive him. But
after he was.once come, who was to coma

pleat and fulfil a1l ; after God, * who at fun-

dry times, and s» divers manners, [pake im,
sime paft unto the Fathers by the Prophets,
had, sg thefe Jaft days, [poken ywtgus by his
Som, whom he bas appointed Heir of all things,
&c., who was the rifbtmj} of his Glory, axd
the expre[s Image of his Perfon, &c. 1 fay,
after God had, by this glorious Perfon, ma.

i and reveal’d his whole Will to us,
and declar’d whatfoever he requir’d to be
believ'd and done by us, whilft in thefe
Mortal Bodics ; there was no longer need
_ of Revelation to thofe who had receiv’d the

moft perfek one that could be deliver’d.
Ty = Py

80
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 UPPENDIX 13-
So that all thofe Reafons being remav’d;
which were to be given for a Succeffion of
immediately infpired Prophets before the
- Coming of Chrift; it is altogether ground-

~lefs, to fay no worfe of it, to expeQ@ any
now he is come. What Methods God will ufe,
when his time is come,to bring in theFulnefs
of the Gentiles, and to convert the Jews;
or what Endowments he will beftow upon
thofe Perfons whom he fhall pleafe to make
ufe of as his Infiruments to compleat that.
great Work, will then be beft known when
1t is come to pafs.  There is no Que-:
ftion” “but that he will ufe fufficient
mieans, All that I contend for'is, that
thofe which he has already afforded, are
abundantly fufficient for thofe who have
the Happinefs to be. baptized, and: brought
‘up in the Profeffion of the Chriftian Faith;
and confequently, that it is unreafonableto’
-expedt any other Affiftances, orto feek any .
-other means of ferving God, than what
-are deliver'd in his Holy Word, and made
vfe of in his Church. :

*. §. 18..To returnto our Argument, If
thefe things, contended for by Enthufiafts,
_.were not granted either under the Jewith
ot Chriftian Difpenfation, as I hope has
‘been fufficiently prov’d ; it follows, 2 ms.
"joriy that thofe who are depriv’d of thofe
~ 'Advantages, which both Jews and Chri-
- fians enjoy’d cannot have them :thAnd |
Cen A there-
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therefore in - vain do we fearch for Perfons
fo endow’d  amongft Makowesans or * Fea-
#ews,  For witheut arfy; Breach of Charity,
it refpe&t -to thofe Perfons, . who nevey
were fo: happy as to- have, the Gofpel

reach’d to them ; we' may afling ous
vés, thatthey do not enjoy equal Prir
yileges wigh us, who, by.qup Baptifm.have
2 foaderal: Righis: to -all tholo Afliftances of
guefl—hlwrit. promis’d to.the Chureh
in the Holy Seriptures,.  And yet there
waudd not: Be much differénoe, if by sheis

-diligently adbering to -any  Principle: of
Light, which-Gatl has beftow’d ypan Mani
kirid in generad, .they hight attin ta tgne
faving Knowledpe. ".And for, this' Reafom
our. Author; who-waa himfIf & Mabernde-
sin, focnis; as tiscle to bdve confudeed the
Honour of ihis . PropheesMubomer; and: the
ocoeflity of believing lits Doéirine, in feign-

jog a crﬁm,.m.up by himfelf; 0 -
have by his.Apphcation aod. Induftry, Bt-
sein’d ‘1o thiy Kaowledge bf -dll things .ne-
veal’d to that fuppos’d Praphiet; as our En-

‘thufiafts do value the Meass ¢ whichGod -
has always us'd to - -his Wil o
Manliind.” Whilft' out .of a
Charity, they. doin amanser put all Meg
apon the Level, as to the: Means of:Sad-

Ketior, . Which Opinion of theits, howaver
Pt oo gttt e fae
LokgeeSonmg. . TS

“Eiaie ~ plaus
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fible.ht fitft fight;. upon’ tHe hedount of
fgutfpemons S:l'ﬁgt1 of . \Univeitfl cimﬁgy .
to Mankind, does:moft. cersainly . tead’ to
the’ undqvﬂmﬂg‘andslcﬁ'cmng thofé; ine..
fimable Bonefits whiich. our Blefi¢d-Savidur
has  plirchias’d - for, end ‘promis’d (ito' hid
Church’yi and -ought o more .t :Be "rel
ceiv'dh, “than. that /chiritable Opitnon"of
‘Drigew’s, whbd believ’d -that dfteb a certain
tite of: Punifbmege; ' not-only ‘the whcked-
eft: of Men, but ‘alfo the Devils ‘nherﬁ-
felves fhould be fived.. . v {nsio-i,
‘§. %95 I"have: now thewn thit what 1s‘

" here tieldbly our Author, and -¥dd many o-

thers ia cur times;" lias nomanser of Foun-
datiod. - ‘That it .ovas never prohiisted. nor
expeltody cither ~under “the Mofaical or
cml[ﬁm Difpenifition ;  from whbsce 1
have inferi’d, that it cannot -be
‘i - whiere: elfe, und. “conf aveﬁtlny that
thete o fuch thmga\: all. IfY! havenot
g@k ‘aff thewhile ’pamcularl tom A
hehié teafoii s, . HRcaufe - e/'t0
Cheiftiiy and. cﬁleﬂy have rcgard to thok
Bivers, “Held- By {fome ‘of that Denomisnia-
tion,/which are conithon with thofe of cur

' nuth “Befides;’ if -that were réquifité,

’tis on alm for Argumest fike) thit

otin was ‘Wyrirten by Infpird-
ﬂdn dnd that Mahowet ~was & Pfophet,
and- thentheﬁme way of ' Atgig proves
tth %mhuﬁaﬂnofour Am’hor W bcmg \
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- 8 profefs’d Muhometan, and they bejng ob~
lig'd to believe that Mahomet is the Cati~
mo’l anbydi, i.e. The Seal of the Prophets,
" and that theirs is the Difpenfation, .
which Mankind fhall ever receive' from
- God, -has ventur’d to fuppofe the Poffibi-
;:3' of a-Man’s attaining to the true Know-
ledgeof God, - and Things neceffary to Sale
vation,and all other Things, both Spiritual
and Natural, belonging either to this
World, or that to come, without the
Help of anly outward Inftrution.
: *  §.20. -1 need not infift upon this any
! longer ;- I {hall only.remark, that as srue
‘ Picty is-the famein all Ages and Climates,
and good folid Senfe too, fo alfois Emthu-
fisfm, And I have fometimes wonder’d,
hen ] have read the Whimfies and Con-
ceits of, the Arab Enthufiafts (whofe nue
merous Sefls equal thofe Herefies men-
-tion'd by Epiphawins, or even that
tiful - Crop- which the Devil has
. ow’d of them in our times) to find fuch
! a Harmony between them and ours at
. prefent. Sucha perfeft Agreement in their
'. wild Notions, and thefe exprefs’d in the
very felf-lame Cant, may eafily convince
any one, that the Inftruments of both
were firung and tun’d by thefame Hand
Another thing’ obfervable is this ; Let the
'Emhufisft have never fuch great Abilities,
~ ‘there is always fomething or other which
/ . proves

o TammBlewt

\
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roves his Pretenfions to Revelation to b,
fe ; and 4s they tell us, that, let the De

vil change himfelfinto what Shdpe he will
Ite can’ neyer conceal his Cloven Foot;.{o
neither can the Enthufiaff make himfelf pafs
for Infpired, with any Perfon of toleras
ble difcerning; but there wﬂlap&ea.r fome
very ‘confiderable Flaw, which {fhall ma-
nifeftly prove hima Deceiver, or 4t leafta
Perfon; deceiv’d.  This is the Fate of them,
and our Author could not avoid it. He
‘has indeed cartied his Philof?hcr beyond
the + Orb of Satern, but he might as
‘well have fav’d him that Trouble; for he:
brought hothing dowa with him, but what
he himfelf was able to furnith him withal
‘before he went ; viz. Mabometan Divinity,

and drifforelian Philofophy. As to the
-, former of thefe I{hall not need to fay any

thing ; but I am well affur’d, that when
‘he talk’d of thofe Difcoveries in the Tattet,
" mate by him when 1n that glorious State,.
he neverdream’d in the leaft of thofe more

. ¢ettain Difcoveries which thould be made:

afterwards, by the Sagacity of our Aftro-
nomers and Philofopﬁers; and that the
_contrary of what he believ'd, as to ‘thofe
“things, fhould be prov'd by undeniable De»
. 'montftration. ‘ | :

‘t"‘?!‘!ﬂ:’..'. i
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“. §. 1. Nor-does jt-fuccced batter with

fuch -Pretendersin our Age; .who, tdught,
by woful Experience, have-of late grown
more. wary, and rarely pretended fq Infpis
rations,. 6xcept. .in - fuch Matger; as icy

. might be well -affur’d of by dther means,
'The fafeft way-for them,I confefs, tho’at the
fame time extreamly abfurd and ridicujouis.
Feor if -a Man pretends to knew 3 thing. by
Divine: Infpiration, when. there are’ other
BMeang of attainmg it: I hive much
saore reafon tothink, either: that heis an

- Impoftor and Deceiver,arelfe, that through
swarmthof Gangeit, or the Delufion .of thy
‘Devib, ;h;,imaix;m himfelf to. he divinely
.infpired when he is not ; rather than to be-
-leve, that God, who does. nothing but for
moft wife and excellent Eads and Purpo-
es, Thould reveal a thing to .any. Perion
smwomediasely, when he had before afforded
bim fuffiakar Meiosof Lopwing i ther-

wie, - e e

... §. 22. It remains that we beg of God to
‘ .ﬁvi‘.‘. us his (;lrace, and.the Afliftance of his
.HolySpirit,that we may fincerely and hear-
tily W%%fﬂ‘{ﬁz :Fo-fhgdili\gyet_lfufé of
-.thofe: Means. which. he has -appointed’ for
our Inftruétion, in his Church. "That 'we
-Jeck for the Knowledge of him in ‘his holy
Word, and - 4pproach to him in his Ordi-
g'xlences, and bya holy pious Converfation.
hefe are the Ways which he has chalk'd
: ‘ous

.



